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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
•

Gov.uk – findings from the REACT-2 studies show over a third of people who had coronavirus (COVID-19)
reported symptoms lasting at least 12 weeks.

•

NHSE – announced that up to 1,000 Type 1 diabetic patients will benefit from a pilot of the innovative ‘closed
loop technology’, which continually monitors blood glucose and automatically adjusts the amount of insulin
given through a pump.

•

NHSE issued ICS establishment guidance in the form of ‘Integrated Care Systems: Design framework’ – the
document set out the headlines for how NHS leaders and organisations should operate with their partners in
Integrated Care Systems (ICSs) from April 2022 and guidance in respect of what the employment commitment
is, its application in practice and how it affects people.

•

Gov.uk – the Prime Minister unveiled plans to ensure the UK’s world-leading science and ideas turn into
solutions for public good, as part of ambitions to become a global science superpower. A new National Science
and Technology Council will be established and chaired by the Prime Minister.

•

Gov.uk announced £36m for thirty-eight new pioneering artificial intelligence (AI) projects announced to help
revolutionise care and accelerate diagnosis.

•

Gov.uk/NHSX announced the draft Data Strategy ‘Data saves lives: reshaping health and social care with
data’.

•

Scottish Government – additional funding of £5m will be provided to NHS boards to help expand the
treatments available to people with eating disorders.

•

Welsh Government – nearly 600,000 people are currently waiting for treatment by the Welsh NHS, it has
been revealed. Latest data shows 595,272 people were on the NHS waiting list in April 2021 – up 29% on prepandemic levels – with 223,365 on there for nine months (36 weeks) or more.

•

Department of Health – has published a Consultation Analysis Report on the Draft Mental Health Strategy,
which itself was published in December.
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Covid 19 News
Department of Health and Social Care – following a five-week consultation about a requirement for those
working in CQC registered care homes to be vaccinated, it has now been confirmed that people working in CQCregistered care homes will need to be fully COVID-19 vaccinated with both doses. The new legislation means
from October – subject to parliamentary approval and a subsequent 16-week grace period – anyone working in
a CQC-registered care home in England for residents requiring nursing or personal care must have two doses of a
COVID-19 vaccine, unless they have a medical exemption.
Gov.uk – Deliveroo takeaway app will notify customers if surge testing is happening in their postcode area.
Gov.uk – findings from the REACT-2 studies show over a third of people who had coronavirus (COVID-19) reported
symptoms lasting at least 12 weeks. This amounts to 5.8% of the whole study population, with 2% reporting severe
symptoms. Prevalence of long COVID-19 increased with age and was higher among women.
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Other NHS Related News
NHSE – announced that up to 1,000 Type 1 diabetic patients will benefit from a pilot of the innovative ‘closed
loop technology’, which continually monitors blood glucose and automatically adjusts the amount of insulin given
through a pump.
Public Health England have published a visual description of the NHS abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) screening
pathway.
NHSE issued ICS establishment guidance in the form of ‘Integrated Care Systems: Design framework’ – the
document set out the headlines for how NHS leaders and organisations should operate with their partners in
Integrated Care Systems (ICSs) from April 2022 and guidance in respect of what the employment commitment is,
its application in practice and how it affects people.
National Child Mortality Database Programme report was published which for the first time since the national
child death review process started in 2008, included analysis of the ‘modifiable factors’ in children’s deaths. In total
3,347 child deaths between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020 were analysed. The report found that across all
categories of death, the most frequent modifiable factor identified was smoking by a parent or carer. Worryingly,
the next most frequently identified factor was gaps in service delivery, while problems with access to services
and poor communication feature frequently. There were three times as many deaths of children living in the most
deprived neighbourhoods compared to those from the least deprived neighbourhoods.
NHSE – the NHS will offer a range of targeted tests including blood pressure, heart-rhythm and cholesterol checks
when people drop in for top-up COVID-19 jabs or flu vaccinations this autumn.
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NHSE announced in a letter to General Practice of £20m of new funding for a new weight management GP
enhanced service. Under the proposals, practices would be encouraged to ‘develop a supportive environment’ to
engage with obese patients about their weight and be paid to refer people to weight management services, such
as the new NHS Digital Weight Management Service. It is offering practices the voluntary opportunity to sign up
to the scheme which is one of two new enhanced services from July backed by £50m of additional funding for
2021/22. The second is £30m for an enhanced service for GPs to treat patients with long COVID-19. The two new
voluntary enhanced services that will start on 1 July have been chosen as priority areas in the recovery from the
pandemic.
Health Education England announced additional funding of £15m for extra clinical placements for nursing
and midwifery students, allied health professionals (AHPs) and healthcare science, in 2021/22 with a focus on
increasing opportunities in community, primary care and social care settings.
Gov.uk – Defence Science and Technology Laboratory CEO has written to urge the best minds in industry,
academia, engineering, science, and technology to work with UK specialists to combat future threats.
NHSE – guidance has been released on the employment commitment as the NHS moves towards Integrated Care
Systems. This indicates that senior management posts at NHSE/I could be at risk and what support around this
will be provided. Those that will be supported also includes ‘other senior posts within the system that may or are
expected to be the responsibility /function of an ICS in the future’ which will be senior leaders in CCGs and Director
CCG roles.
Gov.uk – the Prime Minister unveiled plans to ensure the UK’s world-leading science and ideas turn into solutions
for public good, as part of ambitions to become a global science superpower. A new National Science and
Technology Council will be established and chaired by the Prime Minister. It will provide strategic direction on the
use of science and technology as the tools to tackle great societal challenges, level up across the country and boost
prosperity around the world. The Prime Minister has also asked Chief Scientific Adviser Sir Patrick Vallance to head
up a new Office for Science and Technology Strategy, based in the Cabinet Office, and take up the role of the new
National Technology Adviser, in addition to his current role as the Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser and head of
the Government Office for Science.
Gov.uk – following the vision Saving and Improving Lives: The Future of UK Clinical Research Delivery published
in March 2021, the UK government and devolved administrations have set out the first phase of activity to ensure
research will have better health outcomes and allow more patients to be involved in, and benefit from, research of
relevance to them. The 2021/22 Implementation plan comes with £64m to deliver:
• The development and trial of new COVID-19 treatments and vaccines.
• Making UK clinical research delivery easier through more rapid ethics reviews and faster approval processes.
• Boosting clinical research capacity with more virtual and remote trials.
• Increasing diversity and participation in research in communities traditionally under-served by research.
• Digitising the clinical research process to allow researchers to find patients, offer them places in trials, and
monitor health outcomes.
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NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has announced the appointment of Peter Thomas as its new
Chief Clinical Information Officer (CCIO). Peter will begin his new role from 2 August 2021, and his duties will
include raising awareness of the importance of clinical informatics in safe, high-quality patient care and promoting
Moorfields as a digitally enabled trust.
The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre NHS Foundation Trust has appointed Julie Gray as it’s a new chief nurse. Julie
is currently Director of Nursing and Director of Infection Prevention & Control at The Christie NHS Foundation Trust
in Manchester, where she has worked since 2005.

Health Technology and Information Update
Gov.uk announced £36m for thirty-eight new pioneering artificial intelligence (AI) projects announced to help
revolutionise care and accelerate diagnosis. The 38 projects backed by NHSX and Accelerated Access Collaborative
(AAC) include:
•

An AI-guided tool to help doctors and nurses to diagnose heart attacks more accurately.

•

An algorithm to fast-track the detection of lung cancer.

•

An AI-powered mental health app to help tackle symptoms of anxiety and depression while also identifying
people experiencing severe mental health difficulties.

•

Tech to help spot undiagnosed spinal fractures.

NHSE – the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Award is run by the Accelerated Access Collaborative (AAC) in partnership
with NHSX and the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR). It will make £140m available over four years
to accelerate the testing and evaluation of the most promising AI technologies which meet the strategic aims set
out in the NHS Long Term Plan. Round 3 applications are now being invited with a submission deadline of week
commencing 6 September 2021.
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Gov.uk/NHSX announced the draft Data Strategy ‘Data saves lives: reshaping health and social care with data’.
The draft strategy proposes:
•

Putting patients at the heart of their health and care data, with easy access to their own healthcare records.

•

Giving health and care staff easier access to the right information to provide the best possible care through
shared records and simplified information governance.

•

Enabling the proportionate sharing of data for the purpose of supporting the health and care system.

•

Giving adult social care high quality, timely and transparent data so they can make individualised choices to
personalise care.

•

Modernising data architecture and infrastructure underpinning the health and care system to improve
standards, protect data and stay ahead of cyber risk.

•

Supporting innovation for the benefit of patients and staff such as empowering patients to test and monitor
changes in their vision remotely using an app. Also, the use of AI to assess data from care home worker’s
reports to predict the likelihood of falls and hospital admissions of patients, enabling appropriate safeguards to
be put in place.

•

Building on improvements to speed up access to data during the pandemic, where there is clear benefit for the
system as a whole.

The plans have been published in draft ahead of engagement with the sector and the public over the summer.
NHS Business Services Authority published its latest analysis of prescription costs. Across England the cost was
£9.61bn in 2020-21, which is a 3.5% rise on the year before. This is the second consecutive year that the cost of
items dispensed in England has increased. The most dispensed drug was Atorvastation – to reduce cholesterol with
almost 50 million items given out. The most expensive drug total, at £356m, was for Apixaban to prevent blood
clots. But the common antidepressant Sertraline saw the largest increase in cost rising by £79m in a year, or 376
per cent. The number of prescriptions increased by just 7.5%.
NHS Digital published mental health data showing hundreds of mental health patients are still being sent away
from their home areas. NHS England had promised to eradicate these by 2021 but the data shows there were a
total of 700 patients away from where they live, some can be hundreds of miles from home, in March 2021.
NHSX announced £52m funding to fast-track digital maternity records, so that mums-to-be can access
information on their pregnancy at their fingertips, such as on a smartphone. NHSX and NHS England will work with
maternity service providers, local maternity and neonatal systems, and integrated care systems, as well as suppliers,
to develop the best platform for clinicians and women. To provide national leadership in digitising maternity
services, NHSX and NHS England have appointed Julia Gudgeon as the first national digital midwife.
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NHS Digital – the creation of a national ‘whole practice’ dataset for doctors and hospitals in the NHS and
Independent sector has moved a step closer following announcement of the first providers taking part in the Acute
Data Alignment Programme (ADAPt). The aim of ADaPt is to move towards a common set of standards for data
collections, performance measure methodologies and reporting systems across NHS and private healthcare. The
providers which have volunteered as the first to take part in the ADAPt pilots are:
•

Epsomedical

•

GenesisCare UK

•

HCA Healthcare

•

London North West University Healthcare NHS Trust

•

Schoen Clinic

•

Spire Healthcare.
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Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – additional funding of £5m will be provided to NHS boards to help expand the treatments
available to people with eating disorders. Some of the investment, which comes from the Mental Health Recovery
and Renewal Fund, will also be allocated to Beat, the UK’s Eating Disorder Charity, to provide a wide range of
support options to families and carers of people affected, as well as support for children, young people and adults.
NHS Highland – a state-of-the-art £2m robotic assisted surgery system has been delivered to Inverness’ Raigmore
Hospital.

WALES
Welsh Government – nearly 600,000 people are currently waiting for treatment by the Welsh NHS, it has been
revealed. Latest data shows 595,272 people were on the NHS waiting list in April 2021 – up 29% on pre-pandemic
levels – with 223,365 waiting for nine months (36 weeks) or more. The most common long waits were for trauma
and orthopaedic treatment (87,918), general surgery such as gallbladder and hernia operations (70,084), while
50,962 people were waiting for ear, nose or throat treatment.
Wales Audit Office has published a new report analysing NHS Wales spending in 2020-21 in which the
Government spent an additional £1.1bn on tackling the coronavirus pandemic. Key elements of the £1.1bn
spend included field hospitals at £182m, personal protective equipment (PPE) at £171m, the ‘Test Trace Protect’
programme at £102m and the NHS staff bonus of £105m. With the extra COVID-19 funding and other rises in
core funding, the Welsh Government increased its revenue funding on health by £1.7bn compared to 2019-20.
Once inflation is factored in, that translated to a 12.8% increase in real terms and equates to funding of £2,620 for
every person in Wales for 2020-21.
Despite the higher funding there remained a significant overspend across NHS Wales. In total, for the 2020-21
financial year the NHS was £47.923m in the red which was an improvement on the £88.7m in 2019-20, £96m
in 2018-19 and £167m in 2017-18. Four health boards failed to meet their duty to break even over a three-year
period, including Hywel Dda UHB, Swansea Bay UHB, Cardiff and Vale UHB and Betsi Cadwaladr UHB. The report
stated that Hywel Dda UHB and Swansea Bay UHB also failed to break even in the last financial year alone.
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While Hywel Dda UHB was seeing ‘an improving trend’ in its financial position, the finances of Swansea Bay UHB
have once again deteriorated. The other two bodies failing to meet their financial duty to break even over three
years - Cardiff and Vale UHB, and Betsi Cadwaladr UHB - were both described as making ‘significant financial
progress’ and broke even in the last financial year.
Powys Teaching Health Board – Welsh Government have announced £15m capital funding for development of
the Bro Ddyfi Community Hospital as an integrated health and well-being facility for the local community.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health – Health and Social Care’s Business Services Organisation (BSO) has published its Family
Practitioner Services General Ophthalmic Statistics for Northern Ireland 2020/21. The report contains high level
summary information on activity and payments in relation to General Ophthalmic Services. Information is provided
at NI level with further breakdowns presented at both Local Commissioning Group (LCG) and Local Government
District (LGD) level.
Department of Health – announced additional funding of £385,000 to expand the Clinical Academic Training
Programme. Funding will also facilitate a short-term increase in the General Practice Academic Research Training
Scheme (GPARTS) in addition to supporting a clinical academic training pathway for General Practitioners who
have achieved a Certificate of Completion Training (CCT).
Department of Health – has published a Consultation Analysis Report on the Draft Mental Health Strategy,
which itself was published in December. As a result of the ‘constructive’ feedback, officials are currently working on
strengthening the strategy to make sure it will provide the reform needed across mental health services.
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Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Powys Regional Partnership Board have appointed Cllr Myfanwy Alexander as the new Chair. Powys Regional
Partnership Board (RPB) brings together a range of public service representatives including the council, health
board, third sector and other key people including citizens, to improve health and wellbeing across Powys. It ensures
people’s needs are at the centre of health and care services and finds ways to deliver these collaboratively. The
Board is also responsible for allocating the county’s share of Welsh Government’s Integrated Care Fund (ICF) to
support a wide range of local projects.

URCE thoughts…
A clear message at the NHS Confederation from the NHSE Chief Finance Officer, Julian Kelly, was that the ‘largess
of Treasury COVID-19 funding’ will cease from September 2021, so the NHS needs to start planning the delivery
of savings and efficiencies from then on and probably in larger quantities than ever before. What is clear is that any
schemes the CCGs/ICSs/ICPs consider, will have to:
1. Take into account nationally mandated/statutory deliverables
2. Explicitly contribute to reducing inequality
3. Generate tangible savings
4. Support immediate system pressures
5. Enable the set up/infrastructure of the ICS and ICP
So, you need to ensure your product and service offerings can contribute to all these agendas.
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