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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• NHS England has announced £20m in funding to help local COVID-19 vaccination sites deliver second doses of
vaccine faster and told CCGs to ‘minimise’ demands placed on primary care through locally
commissioned services not related to the pandemic.
• NHSE is setting up specialist long COVID services for children and young people as part of a £100m
expansion of care for those suffering from the condition.
• DHSC has published a Prior Information Notice (PIN) – early market engagement – for the New Hospital
Programme (NHP) covering the build of 40 new hospitals by 2030.
• NHSE/I published the National Stroke Service Model outlining best practice for stroke care in England. The
model sets out how integrated stroke delivery networks (ISDNs) in all areas of the country, will bring services
together to design optimal stroke care for patients.
• NHS Digital’s Terminology Server, a solution which enables healthcare IT systems to speak the same language,
is now live and demonstrating the value of collaboration within the health economy when exchanging data. It
transforms the way in which data is captured, shared and analysed across the health and care system.
• Scottish Government – three Early Cancer Diagnostic Centres (ECDC), within existing NHS facilities, will help to
pick up cancer earlier where patients do not meet referral guidelines.
• Gov.wales – Welsh Government published their Programme for Government 2021 -2026. It outlines how they
will help the NHS and social care providers to recover and move forward following COVID-19.
• Department of Health have issued their Elective Care Framework – Restart, Recovery and Redesign, which
proposes a £700m investment over five years to clear the elective work backlog.
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Covid 19 News
University of Leeds – a mobile app and clinical website to support people living with long COVID has been launched
in 27 NHS trusts. The app will initially be available to patients at the trusts including the Salford Royal, Pennine Acute
Hospitals, Liverpool University Hospitals, Airedale and Leeds Community Healthcare NHS Trusts. Developed by
ELAROS in partnership with the University of Leeds, Leeds Teaching Hospitals and Leeds Community Healthcare NHS
Trusts, the app allows patients to track their own recovery from long COVID.
NHS England has announced £20m in funding to help local COVID-19 vaccination sites deliver second doses of
vaccine faster and told CCGs to ‘minimise’ demands placed on primary care through locally commissioned services not
related to the pandemic. It will be used to provide extra support for GPs, pharmacists and local services at vaccination
sites around the nation. It will also help increase staffing numbers at sites over the next month to help with the
ongoing jabbing efforts, with NHS England calling it the ‘drive for the finish line’.
NHSE is setting up specialist long COVID services for children and young people as part of a £100m expansion of care
for those suffering from the condition. The 15 new paediatric hubs will draw together experts on common symptoms
such as respiratory problems and fatigue who can directly treat youngsters, advise family doctors or others caring for
them or refer them into other specialist services and clinics. NHS England has requested all integrated care systems
by mid-July to develop ‘fully staffed long COVID-19 treatment plans covering the whole pathway from primary and
community to specialist care. These should cover diagnostics, treatment, rehabilitation, children’s services and mental
health services’.
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Some £30m will also go to GPs to improve diagnosis and care for those with long COVID while the new investment will
also boost online services. There is already a network of specialist long COVID clinics which have been given £34m
of funding. Some £70m of the new investment will extend these clinics and set up the paediatric hubs. Sites of long
COVID hubs for children and young people are:
• The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (NuTH)
• South Tees NHS Foundation Trust (James Cook University Hospital)
• Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
• Leeds Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
• Hull University Teaching Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
• Alder hey
• Manchester Children’s hospital
• Birmingham and Solihull Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
• Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland University Hospital Leicester NHS Trust
• Cambridge University Hospitals
• Bristol Children’s hospital
• Oxford University Hospitals
• Queen Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth
• University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust
• London hub led by the Evelina, Imperial, UCLH and GOSH
Nuffield Trust report on Test and Trace makes interesting reading – an astute appraisal – ‘will have to up its game’
could be an understatement and a little late…well worth a read.

Other NHS related News
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Clinical Commissioning Groups approved £450m transformation plans to
improve Leicester’s hospitals’ acute hospital and maternity services.
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Gov.uk is seeking views on the proposed legislative details on the appointment and operation of the Patient Safety
Commissioner. This consultation is not seeking to revisit policy decisions on the scope or core duties of the
Commissioner, which are now enshrined in statute (Medicines and Medical Devices Act 2021). The proposals cover
a range of topics, including the terms of office for the role, remuneration and funding, and the establishment of an
advisory panel to support the Commissioner.
Portsmouth Hospitals University NHS Trust is offering a new opportunity for young adults aged 16-24 with
learning disabilities, difficulties and Autism, via Project Choice. Students participating will gain invaluable work
experience, life skills and independence.
St George’s University Hospitals – a new NHS surgery treatment centre constructed in less than four months on the
Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton site started treating patients on Monday, 14 June. The new centre has been set
up in direct response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which has led to longer waiting times for many patients.
NHSE – the NHS COVID hangover became even clearer in June as the English waiting list exceeded 5m for the first
time, while concerns grow about a possible third wave of the virus. The 5.12m on the waiting list at the end of April
represents an increase of 170,000 since the March numbers were published a month ago and a 600,000 rise since
December. But passing the 5m figure is a milestone that will be uncomfortable for the government – representing a
doubling of the waiting list over the last decade. A small silver lining is the fact that the numbers waiting over a year
have now reduced slightly – down from 436,000 to just over 385,000. However, the one-year waiters still represent
7.5% of all those on the list.
NHSE – Innovative schemes to improve health equality across England have been given £2.7m to fund and support
people at risk of poor health. NHSE/I has funded a £65k project in 41 ICSs to identify and target at risk groups. It is
part of a wide-ranging programme to improve health equality, further highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic, and
will help partners working across systems to think together more innovatively about their local communities. Areas
have chosen different local priorities from homelessness and deprivation to specific ethnic minority groups and those
digitally excluded.
MHRA – reports on the number of applications assessed by MHRA, split by phase and commercial and
non-commercial sponsors. The phase of application matches with the phases described in The Medicines (Products for
Human Use) (Fees) Regulations and not the phase described in the application form. Data is also provided for
substantial amendments, split by phase. Monthly data is determined by the date initial assessment was completed.
DHSC has published a Prior Information Notice (PIN) – early market engagement – for the New Hospital Programme
(NHP) covering the build of 40 new hospitals by 2030.
Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee report identifies that the Department of Health and Social Care is
‘complacent’ about the risks of financial failure in local care provision’. In the report, the committee said funding
cuts mean authorities pay providers below a sustainable rate, leaving many at risk of going under. The Department of
Health and Social Care has ‘poor oversight of the system and seems complacent about the risks of local market failure’,
the report said. ‘The department, via the Care Quality Commission, only collects financial details on around 65 large
national providers, which means it does not have a good grasp of how most providers on the ground are faring.’
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NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust have appointed Angela Stevenson as chief executive and will take on
the role following Michael Wilson CBE’s planned retirement later this year. Angela has been chief operating officer at
SASH since 2015, having previously led the Trust’s medical division.
Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) have appointed Mark Brandreth as Interim
Accountable Officer. He will continue as Executive Lead for the Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Integrated Care System
(ICS).
Gov.uk have appointed Sir Richard Sykes as the new chair of the Vaccine Taskforce. He has previously held senior
positions in a number of internationally recognised scientific, pharmaceutical and medical organisations, within both
public and private sectors – including as chairman of organisations including the Royal Institution of Great Britain,
King Edward VII’s Hospital, UK Stem Cell Foundation and Singapore Biomedical Sciences International Advisory
Council. Sir Richard also conducted an independent review of the strategy and goals of the Vaccine Taskforce in
December 2020.
Mid and South Essex NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Clare Panniker as the new Chief Executive and
accountable officer for Southend University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. Clare is currently Chief Executive of both
Basildon and Thurrock University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and Mid Essex Hospitals NHS Trust.

Health Technology and Information Update
NHS Digital – the implementation date for General Practice Data for Planning and Research (GPDPR) service has
been moved to 1 September 2021. In May, NHS Digital issued a Data Provision Notice to GPs to enable GPDPR to
begin from 1 July 2021, with the aim of giving planners and researchers faster access to pseudonymised patient
information. Concerns have been raised about the timeframes and whether enough time has been given to inform
patients about the changes Therefore, NHS Digital has said that to ensure that more time is allocated to speak with
patients, doctors, health charities and others to strengthen the plan even further, the collection of GP data for
planning and research in England would be deferred from 1 July to 1 September 2021.
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Public Health England – Welcome to Local Health Quality assured small area health-related data visualised in maps,
charts, area profiles, and reports. A really great piece of data usage by Public Health England looking at health related
data for smaller areas. This sort of insight at a local level is crucial and for anyone who likes data it’s a dream.
GIRFT – a new page for spinal surgery (now separate from orthopaedics), including the national report, surgical
pathways and best practice case studies is available.
GIRFT – ophthalmology – a new guide to getting high volume cataract hubs running successfully, in collaboration with
the Royal College of Ophthalmologists has been published.
NHSE – GIRFT – High volume low complexity (HVLC) surgery – as the NHS steps up efforts to increase elective
activity to the maximum possible levels during the first half of 2021/22, the HVLC programme has been asked to be
the vanguard of the elective recovery campaign. Central to this will be the setting of delivery plans for HVLC activity in
early May, across all six specialties:
1. Trauma and orthopaedics, including spinal surgery
2. Ophthalmology
3. Urology
4. ENT
5. Gynaecology
6. General surgery
– and 29 pathways, utilising best practice, theatre efficiencies and productivity, and day case rates as outlined by
GIRFT. This guide provides a comprehensive view of the HVLC programme and is intended to support NHS region and
system leaders in their understanding and communication of the programme, and to enable the development of their
local HVLC delivery plans. It was developed with the London region and, as it is rolled out nationally, will be regionally
led, system-delivered and GIRFT-enabled.
University Hospitals of Coventry and Warwickshire are collaborating with the University of Warwick, the
University of Leeds, and the University of Exeter in a five year project to research the use of new technology that
will marry probes that can detect cancer tumours through the skin with high-precision robotic surgery which can be
developed for use in hospital settings. The Terabotics project will use probes that use terahertz radiation, or T-rays, to
scan for tumours under the skin while medical-grade surgical robots will be adapted to use these scans to guide them
in removing tumours in skin and colorectal cancer patients more precisely.
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Waiting List Tracker – this is fascinating software that can identify waits by CCG, compare and contrast different
parts of the country and makes us ask uncomfortable questions about why it is, that waits are equal in time but
unequal in geography.
• The Gynaecology waiting list has increased by 38% since the pandemic began, the largest relative increase across
all specialties.
• The total number on waiting lists has increased by 21% to 5.1m, an additional 886,000 since the pandemic began,
but this has been felt unequally across the country.
• Nearly 70 times more people are waiting over 52 weeks for orthopaedics in Norfolk & Waveney and Devon,
compared to North East Lincolnshire and Blackburn with Darwen.
NHSE/I published the National Stroke Service Model outlining best practice for stroke care in England. The model sets
out how integrated stroke delivery networks (ISDNs) in all areas of the country will bring services together to design
optimal stroke care for patients. Using a full-pathway approach, ISDNs will prevent thousands of patients suffering
a stroke and ensure improved patient outcomes through faster diagnosis and access to treatment in 24/7 specialist
stroke units. It will also increase the availability of high-quality rehabilitation and ongoing community care to rebuild
patients’ lives after a stroke.
WHO Europe – public health organisations are increasingly required to balance fundamental rights and data
protection principles. To address this, WHO Europe has released easy-to-implement steps to allow any organisation
in public health to increase its level of data protection compliance.
Kent Surrey Sussex Academic Health Science Network carried out an analysis on how using a prescribing
decision support system has benefitted GPs and other primary care prescribers – with the use of tech in this area
having the potential to support safety. The study was based on a system called FDB OptimiseRx, which is currently
used in practices across England. The technology is being utilised by healthcare professionals with an aim to prevent
adverse reactions to drugs in patients. The research has revealed a series of benefits including a reduction in inpatient
urinary tract infection cases – which could potentially save £575,000 over five years – and the prevention of more
than 26,000 falls in elderly patients in a year. In the latter area, the review examined use of the prescribing technology
to avoid providing anticholinergic drugs to elderly patients with dementia or a history of falls.
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NHS Digital’s Terminology Server, a solution which enables healthcare IT systems to speak the same language, is now
live and demonstrating the value of collaboration within the health economy when exchanging data. It transforms the
way in which data is captured, shared and analysed across the health and care system. At the heart of the solution is
the ability to translate items into a common ‘language of health’ when professionals describe something using
different terms. Organisations from across the system can rapidly receive national code sets and updates, such as
SNOMED CT. Clinicians can code in the same language and input the data easier, researchers can use the improved
coded data to facilitate better research, and organisations can innovate and create new apps without the need to
maintain large code sets, through a single API.
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has launched a secure, online digital portal to enable patients to
manage their appointments. This initiative was created in order to improve the delivery of healthcare services. The
portal also includes a video feature, where patients can attend virtual appointments in an online waiting room.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – additional funding of up to £5 million is being made available to NHS dentists to help
remobilise services as Scotland recovers from the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
NHS Tayside has been moved one step down the Scottish government’s escalation framework in recognition of the
‘significant progress’ in balancing its finances made over the last two years.
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde – a UK wide study led by Glasgow doctors is being undertaken, which looks to
improve outcomes for kidney dialysis patients. The study is to try to maximise the success of fistulas, improve care for
patients and, ultimately, increase life-expectancy.
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Scottish Government – three Early Cancer Diagnostic Centres (ECDC), within existing NHS facilities, will help to
pick up cancer earlier where patients do not meet referral guidelines. The centres, being delivered through the
National Centre for Sustainable Delivery, will provide GPs with an alternative route to urgently refer patients who
have non-specific symptoms suspicious of cancer, such as weight loss, fatigue, pain and nausea, or where the doctor’s
instinct is that cancer may be involved. Centres in Ayrshire & Arran, Dumfries & Galloway and Fife will play a key role
in delivering earlier diagnosis and improved care, with fast-track diagnostic testing at one appointment, where
possible. NHS Ayrshire & Arran and NHS Fife aim to diagnose or rule out cancer within 21 days of diagnosis, while
NHS Dumfries & Galloway is working towards an ambitious 7-day turnaround.
Scottish Government – a total of £4 million is being allocated to back new treatment standards promising same day
support for drug users when they ask for help.
Scottish Government – following a review that found the majority of the Health Boards had demonstrated
‘sufficient improvement’, five NHS boards were moved down the escalation framework for all or part of areas of
concern.
Scottish Government announced £20m investment in 10 surgical robots will help in less invasive procedures and
boost hospital capacity across Scotland. The Robotic-Assisted Surgery systems, procured by National Services
Scotland (NSS), will be used primarily for cancer treatment, including urological, colorectal and gynaecological
operations. The surgical robots will be based in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, NHS Lothian, NHS Tayside, NHS
Grampian, NHS Fife, NHS Golden Jubilee and NHS Highland.
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WALES
Gov.wales – Welsh Government published their Programme for Government 2021 -2026. It outlines how they will
help the NHS and social care providers to recover and move forward following COVID-19. Key commitments are:
• Establish a new medical school in North Wales.
• Provide treatments which have been delayed by the pandemic.
• Deliver better access to doctors, nurses, dentists and other health professionals.
• Reform primary care, bringing together GP services with pharmacy, therapy, housing, social care, mental health,
community and third sector.
• Prioritise investment in mental health.
• Prioritise service redesign to improve prevention, tackle stigma and promote a no-wrong-door approach to mental
health support.
• Roll out child and adolescent mental health services ‘in-reach’ in schools across Wales.
• Introduce an all-Wales framework to roll out social prescribing to tackle isolation.
• Review patient pathway planning and hospice funding.
• Develop an HIV action plan for Wales.
• Introduce an autism statutory code of practice on the delivery of autism services.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Gov.uk – announced £400k to invest in Tyrone and Fermanagh Hospital (Western Health and Social Care Trust) to
improve patient safety and experience.
Health and Social Care’s Business Services Organisation has published its General Medical Services for Northern
Ireland, Annual Statistics 2020/21. Some key points:
• There were 321 active GP practices in Northern Ireland at 31st March 2021. The comparative figure for 2014 was
350.
• At LCG (Health Trust) level, Western has shown the largest proportionate decrease in GP Practices between 2014
and 2021 reducing by 16% to 48. The smallest proportionate decrease during this period was in the Southern
Trust area (4%) where the figure now stands at 73.
• Despite the reduction in GP Practices, the number of GPs (excluding locums) has increased by 19% to 1,410 since
2014. Of these, over half (58%) are female, a notable shift in gender profile since 2014 when the majority (54%)
were male.
Department of Health – Health Minister Robin Swann has announced new services for the treatment and
assessment of so-called long COVID-19. The services will be in place across all Health and Social Care Trusts and be
open to referrals from both primary and secondary care by the end of October 2021.
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Department of Health have issued their Elective Care Framework – Restart, Recovery and Redesign, which
proposes a £700m investment over five years to clear the elective work backlog. It sets out firm, time bound proposals
for how they will systematically tackle the backlog of patients waiting longer than Ministerial standards, and how they
will invest in and transform services to allow them to meet the population’s demands in future.

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Borders have appointed Sarah Horan as the new director of nursing, midwifery and allied health professionals.
She is taking over from Nicky Berry, who will continue in her other role of director of operations at NHS Borders until
she retires later this summer.

URCE thoughts…
Everyone is talking about digital transformation, digital strategy and digital leadership these days. What on earth does
all that mean, sounds a bit fancy to me. In reality, it’s quite straightforward:
• Digital transformation = replacing manual (or paper-based) tasks with digital solutions or upgrading current digital
solutions that are outdated.
• Digital strategy = your plan for doing that.
• Digital leadership = how you lead that change and support others to come onboard.
It actually isn’t rocket science. I regularly work with providers and managers who are doing these things all the time,
but they hadn’t realised they were. There’s work to be done across health and social care to build confidence and yes,
skill. We also need to make sure that services are safe and secure.
So, don’t get bamboozled by the terms. There are learnings from your own companies on this that maybe worth
sharing.
Applied Healthcare Academy Ltd
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