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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• MHRA authorised an extension to the current UK approval of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine that allows its use in 12-15 year-olds.
• ONS have published estimates of the prevalence and characteristics of approximately 1 million people
with self-reported ‘long COVID’, and associated activity limitation.
• NHS England/Improvement – body cameras will be provided to thousands of ambulance crews across
the country as part of a crackdown to reduce attacks on staff.
• US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the first new treatment for Alzheimer’s disease
for nearly 20 years.
• Health and Social Care Committee – have published a report identifying that workforce burnout across
the NHS and social care has reached an emergency level and poses a risk to the future functioning
of both services.
• British Medical Association (BMA) and the Royal College of GPs (RCGP) have issued a joint letter to NHS
Digital expressing concerns about the General Practice Data for Planning and Research (GPDPR)
programme.
• Alzheimer Scotland are calling on the Scottish Government to set up a new government directorate to
help people and families affected by dementia after the pandemic ‘decimated’ and ‘shattered’ specialist care.
• Welsh Government has announced £25m is being invested in new imaging equipment in the Welsh NHS
to help speed up the diagnosis and treatment of cancer and other diseases.
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Covid 19 News
Office for National Statistics – gives a picture of hesitancy towards the coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine, based
on the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey.
MHRA authorised an extension to the current UK approval of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine that allows
its use in 12-15 year-olds.
Gov.uk – the Armed Forces have been working to support the rollout of the coronavirus vaccine programme with
new deployments planned in Scotland and North West England.
DHSC – dating brands including Tinder, Match, Hinge, Bumble, Badoo, Plenty of Fish, OurTime and Muzmatch
have teamed up with the government to encourage their users to get COVID-19 vaccinations through a new
campaign. The brands will add new features to their apps and websites to support the government’s ‘every
vaccination gives us hope’ campaign.
ONS have published estimates of the prevalence and characteristics of approximately 1 million people with
self-reported ‘long COVID’, and associated activity limitation, using UK Coronavirus (COVID-19) Infection Survey
data to 2 May 2021.

Other NHS Related News
NHS England/Improvement – Body cameras will be provided to thousands of ambulance crews across the
country as part of a crackdown to reduce attacks on staff, (3,569 ambulance staff were physically assaulted by the
public last year – 30% more than five years ago).
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Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust has announced that it has bought Circle Bath – an
independent hospital on the outskirts of the city at Peasedown St John, that provides care for both private and
NHS patients. The acquisition of Circle Bath – now renamed the Sulis Hospital Bath– will secure capacity for NHS
patients at a critical time of recovery for NHS waiting lists nationally as well as seeking to increase capacity at the
facility for the benefit of all patients – both NHS and private.
Health Data Research UK, the Medical Research Council and charity Versus Arthritis have collaborated to
form the Alleviate: APDP pain research data hub. The hub aims to maximise the value of chronic pain data from a
range of sources for researchers and innovators to develop new treatments for the condition.
DHSC – the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Innovation Fund is investing a further £1m funding to support the
development of innovative treatments for antibiotic-resistant infections.
Gov.uk – Health Education England Mandate 2021-22 has been published which sets out the government’s
strategic objectives for Health Education England (HEE) to provide healthcare workforce planning, education
and training.
US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the first new treatment for Alzheimer’s disease for nearly
20 years. Aducanumab targets the underlying cause of Alzheimer’s, the most common form of dementia, rather
than its symptoms. But scientists are divided over its potential impact because of uncertainty over the trial results.
Alzheimer’s charities say they will be pressing for an early decision in the UK – but that could take another year.
Aduhelm is not a cure for Alzheimer’s and it doesn’t reverse the disease’s progression. The FDA granted marketing
clearance to the drug over the strong objections of a panel of independent experts it convened in November. FDA
granted a conditional approval based on Aduhelm’s ability to clear the toxic proteins, called beta-amyloid. In order
to continue marketing the drug, Biogen will need to complete a large clinical trial to confirm that removing the
plaque has cognitive benefits, the FDA said. If that study fails, the FDA has the authority to rescind its approval.
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COVID-19 and Flu Vaccines – there are a number of clinical trials ongoing looking into whether the COVID-19
and flu vaccines can be given at the same time (co-administration) and looking into various issues around giving a
third ‘booster’ dose. The results of these trials will inform the design of the COVID-19 vaccination programme from
the autumn (Phase 3). The clinical trials in progress are:
• COMFLUCOV – a collaboration between the University of Bristol, University Hospitals Bristol and Weston
NHS Foundation Trust, and the University of Oxford, run by the Bristol Trials Centre. The trial is looking at the
safety of concomitant administration of COVID and flu vaccines. Results are expected June 2021.
• COMCOV – this trial, led by the Oxford Vaccine Group at the University of Oxford, looks at how people
respond to mixed schedules. Results are expected June to September 2021.
• COVBOOST – led by the University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust, is a trial looking at how
people respond to a third dose, which vaccine is best for boosting – after which primary course and at what
dosage (full or half dose for example). Results are expected in September 2021.
Health and Social Care Committee – this report identifies that workforce burnout across the NHS and social care
has reached an emergency level and poses a risk to the future functioning of both services. It says that only a total
overhaul of workforce planning can provide a solution. Available funding was the driver behind planning, rather
than the level of demand and staffing capacity needed to service it. The report further cites the absence of any
‘accurate, public projection’ of workforce requirements in specialisms over the next five to ten years.
Community Pharmacy Workforce Development Group – review of the workforce and how it will play out post
COVID-19 – clearly indicating it should be key in helping clear the backlog of work that has built up.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Digital have appointed Jo Dickson as their new Chief Nurse.
Royal Pharmaceutical Society has recruited members to Chair each of its three new Expert Advisory Groups:
•

Anne Thomson, Lead Pharmacist Clinical Services, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde will chair the Primary Care
Pharmacist Expert Advisory Group

•

Darren Powell, Clinical Lead at NHS Digital, will chair the Digital Pharmacy Expert Advisory Group.

•

Janice Perkins, Pharmacy Superintendent at Well Pharmacy will chair the Community Pharmacy Expert
Advisory Group.

North East and North Cumbria ICS has published its strategy for providing data capability to support health
and care projects for service improvements, new innovations and research. Its ‘Trusted Research and Evaluation
Environment strategy’ aims to support joint collaboration between health, care and academic institutions, using
governed processes and a data platform.
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Dr Andy Heeps as the organisation’s new
managing director for West Sussex. Andy joins from North Middlesex University Hospital NHS Trust, where he is the
interim chief executive, and will start his new role in September 2021.
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Gov.uk have named Sir Andrew Mackenzie FRS as the preferred candidate for chair of UK Research and Innovation
(UKRI).

Health Technology and Information Update
NHSE – the 2020 GP Patient Survey received 739,637 responses from 6,694 GP practices across England. It gave
patients the opportunity to feedback about their experiences of their GP practice and includes questions about
their experience of healthcare services.
British Medical Association (BMA) and the Royal College of GPs (RCGP) have issued a joint letter to NHS
Digital expressing concerns about the General Practice Data for Planning and Research (GPDPR) programme.
NHS Digital announced in May 2021 that the new service would come into effect on 1 July 2021, with people
given until 23 June to choose to opt out. The service aims to give planners and researchers faster access to
pseudonymised patient information from GPs. In Wales they already have robust and well-regarded arrangements
in place for approved researchers to gain secure access to health data through the SAIL Databank (Secure
Anonymised Information Linkage) https://saildatabank.com/. This is a world-class flagship for the secure storage
and use of anonymised person-based data for ethical research purposes.
Professional Record Standards Body (PRSB) has updated its care planning standard to support community
mental health care. Commissioned by NHS England, the care plan standard aims to ensure the right information
about a person and their needs is available in a tailored care plan that can be shared digitally with health and
care professionals, and individuals themselves, wherever and whenever care is needed.
NHSE – a new briefing note and case study has been produced in conjunction with the Royal College of General
Practitioners, Royal Pharmaceutical Society, Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee and Primary Care
Pharmacy Association, which outlines how GP practices and PCNs can start referring into the NHS Community
Pharmacist consultation service (CPCS) as soon as the secure electronic referral process has been agreed with
local community pharmacies. The pathway was introduced as a new route to refer patients to CPCS, in addition
to referrals from NHS 111. It will be a fundamental part of restoring and increasing access to primary care services
following wave two of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Alzheimer Scotland are calling on the Scottish Government to set up a new government directorate to help people
and families affected by dementia after the pandemic ‘decimated’ and ‘shattered’ specialist care. Alzheimer
Scotland says although a ‘good level’ of digital support was brought in after COVID hit, ‘almost every component’
of personalised care for people with dementia and their families was ‘shattered’.
NHS Forth Valley has set out plans which will benefit stroke services, outpatient clinics and increase theatre
sessions to help tackle the backlog of operations that has built up during the COVID-19 pandemic. It was
confirmed at its Board meeting that Falkirk Community Hospital will be included in the Scottish Government’s
capital investment programme for upgrading or renewal.
Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) accepted five new medicines for use by NHS Scotland in its June 2021
decisions:
• Lonsurf (trifluridine/tipiracil) to treat advanced gastric cancer patients.
• Poteligeo (mogamulizumab) for the treatment of two rare blood cell cancers – advanced mycosis fungoides (MF)
and Sezary syndrome (SS) – following previous treatment.
• Ofev (nintedanib) for the treatment of chronic fibrosing interstitial lung diseases (ILDs).
• Calquence (acalabrutinib) for the treatment of certain previously untreated chronic lymphocytic leukaemia, an
incurable and relapsing blood cancer.
• Olumiant (baricitinib) for the treatment of previously treated moderate to severe atopic dermatitis.

WALES
Hywel Dda University Health Board has launched the Welsh Nursing Care Record (WNCR) using the latest
tablet-based technology to document nursing entries and risk assessments. The health board is also working with
other organisations to produce digital nursing documents that follows patients through their healthcare journey,
using the same standardised nursing language to reduce duplication and improve patient experience and care.
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Welsh Government has announced £25m is being invested in new imaging equipment in the Welsh NHS to help
speed up the diagnosis and treatment of cancer and other diseases. They confirmed the funding will be used to
upgrade ‘ageing’ technology and equipment, including MRI and CT scanners, and increase the resilience and
reliability of diagnostic equipment available to the NHS in Wales. According to latest figures, 99,210 patients
in Wales were waiting for a diagnostic test in March 2021, a 34.3% increase when compared to 12 months earlier.
Close to half (41,693) of them have been on the waiting list for eight weeks or more. Funding has been confirmed
as:
•

Swansea Bay University Health Board will receive £5.5m towards a CT simulator.

•

£2.3m for a CT scanner and two diagnostic radiology rooms at Ysbyty Ystrad Fawr in Ystrad Mynach.

• £3.3m for a gamma camera and interventional radiology suite at Wrexham Maelor Hospital.
• £2.1m for CT simulator replacement at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd.
• £3.2m for fluoroscopy and cath-lab at University Hospital of Wales in Cardiff.
• £3.1m for an upgrade of MRI and fluoroscopy room, providing x-ray imaging at the Princess of Wales Hospital
in Bridgend.
• £4.5m for two replacement CT scanners at Glangwilli Hospital in Carmarthenshire and Withybush Hospital,
Pembrokeshire.
• £1m for fluoroscopy x-ray imaging and MRI upgrade at Velindre Cancer Centre in Cardiff.
• £350,000 for four ultrasound machines at Brecon, Newtown, Llandrindod Wells and Welshpool hospitals.
Digital Health -Wales – the first phase of the NHS Wales Video Consulting (VC) Service Evaluation has now been
published, based upon data gathered between March and August 2020. The report indicates that VC is consistently
high in satisfaction, clinical suitability and acceptability across a wide range of patient demographics and clinical
specialities in Wales. The early data from patients and clinicians suggests that video consulting in Wales is here to
stay.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Northern Ireland Audit Office have issued a report that identifies that the cost of responding to COVID-19 in
Northern Ireland has risen to more than £6.2bn (€7.2bn). Department of Health used £1.06bn (€1.23bn) for
supporting working at the front line.
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Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Scottish Government have appointed Professor Julie Fitzpatrick OBE as the next Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA).

URCE thoughts…
Office for National Statistics – spending on healthcare jumped a whopping 20% in 2020 to a record £269bn as a
result of coronavirus. This saw the proportion of GDP spent on healthcare in the UK hit 12.8% – the fastest growth
since 1997. This was also helped by the contraction of the wider economy with the deepest recession since 1709.
Buried in the report is NHS data showing that on average across 2020, 8% of NHS beds were occupied by
COVID-19 patients. The figure for ventilator ICU beds occupied by COVID-19 patients in England, between April
and December 2020, was 24%. Specifically looking at the peak in April, it was almost 25% of all beds and 73%
of ICU ventilator beds. For other services the effect was dramatic. There was a 10% fall in GP appointments, a
massive 32% fall in routine operations, and a 15% drop-in other non-planned activity as patients stayed away.
The concern now is that this leads to pent up demand for healthcare this year and some GPs and A&Es are already
reporting huge demand as the country emerges from the shadow of COVID-19.
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