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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• Gov.uk Vaccines Taskforce has purchased an additional 60m doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine which will
help support the booster COVID-19 vaccination programme beginning from the Autumn.
• Gov.uk have set out reforms to the public health system in England and invited people to share their insights
and experience to help them with the next stages of their work.
• NICE has issued guidance for treatment for people with high cholesterol.
• NHSE – some 387,885 patients in England are now waiting more than a year for hospital treatment, according
to NHS data.
• NHSE – Sir Simon Stevens is standing down as CEO of NHSE at the end of July 2021 and has been
conferred a peerage for the House of Lords.
• NHS Digital – the Contract Monitoring information standards are a set of standards being introduced by NHS
England and NHS Improvement to enable national consistency of the flow of cost and activity information from
providers to commissioners.
• University of Edinburgh researchers are investigating the potential for smart meters to spot health
related incidents in the elderly and people with disabilities.
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COVID-19 News
Transparency International UK (TI-UK) have published a study of procurement during the pandemic. It makes
very interesting reading.
Gov.uk Vaccines Taskforce has purchased an additional 60m doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine which will help
support the booster COVID-19 vaccination programme beginning from the Autumn.
NICE have issued a single guideline for the management of COVID-19 in children and adults.
Public Health England and NHS Test and Trace – in a new study daily coronavirus tests will be given to as many
as 40,000 people who have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, which is
designed to gather evidence on safe alternatives to self-isolation for people who are contacts of positive COVID-19
cases.
Health Education England e-Learning for Healthcare (HEE e-LfH) has worked in partnership with other NHS
organisations, the West of England Academic Health Science Network, and the Wessex Local Medical Committee,
to develop two free e-learning resources for carers and non-registered healthcare professionals, to support
detection of early deterioration of patients with COVID-19. The NHS @home e-learning programme currently
covers the COVID-19 Oximetry @home and COVID-19 virtual wards pathways, enabling people to be confidently
monitored in community settings such as care homes. No account or log-in is required to access these resources.
Gov.uk – will invest £29.3m through the Vaccines Taskforce in Public Health England’s new testing facilities at
Porton Down, to assess the effectiveness of existing and new vaccines against variants of concern. The funding will
increase the site’s current capacity from 700 to 3,000 blood samples tested a week in order to fast-track variant
vaccines. These tests measure the levels of antibodies to COVID-19 that are generated by the vaccines.

Other NHS Related News
MHRA – a summary of letters and recent medicine recalls and notifications sent to healthcare professionals in
March 2021.
Gov.uk have set out reforms to the public health system in England and invited people to share their insights and
experience to help them with the next stages of their work. This update focuses on structural reforms, which are a
vital enabler of delivering better and more equal outcomes on public health, but they are just one aspect of public
health reform. Its focus is the public health system for England, but chapter two highlights the interaction with
important UK-wide elements of the health protection response. They will publish a further update later in 2021
with final details on design, structure and implementation, and will also set out our plans for the policies, delivery
and outcomes they want this reformed system to drive and deliver.
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NICE has issued guidance for treatment for people with high cholesterol. Around 70,000 adults in England with
primary hypercholesterolaemia or mixed dyslipidaemia, also known as high cholesterol, will now be eligible for
treatment with bempedoic acid with ezetimibe, if statins cannot be taken, or have not worked for them.
NICE has recommended ravulizumab as a treatment for paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria (PHN). The drug,
known by its brand name Ultomiris, is manufactured by Alexion Pharmaceuticals. Currently, people with
symptomatic PHN only have one treatment option available on the NHS, eculizumab, which is delivered
intravenously every two weeks.
NICE has recommended a new second line triple therapy for patients in England with multiple myeloma.
Carfilzomib with dexamethasone and lenalidomide could be offered to around 2,000 patients with multiple
myeloma who have had at least one previous therapy, which include bortezomib.
Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) – the new Office for Health Promotion will lead national efforts
to improve and level up the health of the nation by tackling obesity, improving mental health and promoting
physical activity. The new office will bring together a range of skills to lead a new era of public health polices,
leveraging modern digital tools, data and actuarial science and delivery experts. It plans to promote good health
and prevent illness which shortens lives and costs the NHS billions every year, building on the work of Public Health
England.
NHSE – some 387,885 patients in England are now waiting more than a year for hospital treatment, according to
NHS data. This has increased month-on-month since March 2020, when the UK was first placed into lockdown.
NHS Digital – the latest GP appointment data for March 2021 has been published, which demonstrates the huge
amount of activity happening in general practice as the linchpin of healthcare in their communities. NHSX and
NHS Digital, have produced new ‘standard appointment categories’ to provide a consistent view of appointments.
PCNs are being incentivised through the Investment and Impact Fund (IIF) for their practices completing both the
mapping of local appointment slots to the new standard appointment categories and improvements in overall
appointment data quality by 30 June, and therefore confirming they are submitting high quality appointment data.



 Back to Contents

Weekly
Newsletter
May 2021 - Week 3

Gov.uk has pledged £37m for data-driven initiatives to boost the UK’s life sciences and genomic industries. The
funding will be used to deliver better research, treatment, care and improve clinical decision making. Genomics
England projects supporting the implementation of the Genome UK strategy will receive £17m while the remaining
£20m will be invested in projects to ‘harness UK health data for life sciences research’ to make the UK ‘the most
advanced and data-enabled clinical research environment in the world’.
NHSE – the NHS Digital Weight Management Programme offers digital support for adults living with obesity plus
either diabetes, or hypertension, or both, to help manage their weight and improve their health. General Practice
can now start referring into the NHS Digital Weight Management programme.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS England and NHS Improvement – Primary Care – have appointed Dr Kiren Collison as Deputy Medical
Director of Primary Care, who would share duties alongside Dr Raj Patel. Having filled the role in the interim,
Dr Kiren Collison will be occupying the role on a permanent basis now.
NHS Northumberland Clinical Commissioning Group have appointed Joanna Vintis as the first practice link
nurse to drive the professional development of nursing and healthcare support teams in general practice.
NHSE – Sir Simon Stevens is standing down as CEO of NHSE at the end of July 2021 and has been conferred a
peerage for the House of Lords.
NHS Digital has appointed Simon Bolton as its interim CEO. Simon joins the organisation from Test and Trace
where he has been Chief Information Officer since August 2020. He replaces Sarah Wilkinson, who has been CEO
of the organisation for four years and will leave the role in June.
Council for Science and Technology – the prime minister has appointed Lord Browne of Madingley, FRS, FREng to
the Council for Science and Technology (CST) as its new independent Co-Chair alongside the Government Chief
Scientific Adviser, Sir Patrick Vallance. The CST is the government’s highest-level advisory body on science and
technology, advising on issues that cut across the full range of the government’s responsibilities. The council’s
current work programme includes:
• The contribution of science and technology to inform the government’s levelling up agenda.
• Science and technology for a sustainable health and social care system.
• Principles to strengthen the UK’s position as a science and technology superpower.
• Advice to inform the government’s innovation strategy.
MHRA have appointed 4 new commissioners to the Commission on Human Medicines (CHM). Professor Amanda
Adler, Professor Sandosh Padmanabhan, Professor Steve Cunningham and Professor Yvonne Perrie have been
appointed as Commissioners of the CHM for four years, in accordance with the Cabinet Office Code of Governance
for Public Appointments.
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MHRA have appointed Dr Alison Cave as Chief Safety Officer. Alison will lead on safety and vigilance functions and
become a Board Director of the Agency.
Norfolk and Suffolk Foundation Trust (NSFT) have appointed Dr Adam Morris as interim chief executive from
May 1 for six months while the trust recruits a permanent chief executive. Adam has been chief executive at
Livewell Southwest, a community interest company providing integrated NHS mental and community health and
care servicesin Devon.
Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Dr Martin Kuper as the new chief executive.
Martin currently works at London Northwest University Healthcare NHS Trust, where he is currently deputy chief
executive for transformation, and chief medical officer.
Gov.uk have appointed Indro Mukerjee as new CEO of Innovate UK to help develop the UK’s innovation capability
and drive investment in research and development.

Health Technology and Information Update
NHS Digital – the Contract Monitoring information standards are a set of standards being introduced by NHS
England and NHS Improvement to enable national consistency of the flow of cost and activity information from
providers to commissioners. The standards are:
• DCB2050 Aggregate Contract Monitoring
• DCB3003 Patient Level Contract Monitoring
• DCB3002 Devices Patient Level Contract Monitoring
• DCB2212 Drugs Patient Level Contract Monitoring
The aggregate contract monitoring information standards has now been mandated for all providers of NHS funded
care delivered under the NHS Standard Contract (NHS and Independent Sector). This has to be implemented by 1st
September 2021 as an ISN it becomes a mandatory contractual data collection. So local data flows move to only
using ACM rather being SUS, SLAM and ACM.
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NHSE have published details on FeNO devices which are a novel medical technology used to aid in the diagnosis of
asthma and which are being rolled out via NHS Accelerated Access Collaborative.
Health Data Research UK (HDR UK) has launched a new functionality which will allow researchers to search by
specific population criteria across multiple datasets. The ‘Cohort Discovery’ tool will be available on the Health
Data Research Innovation Gateway and has been co-developed by HDR UK, University of Nottingham, BC
Platforms (BCP), PA Consulting and the CO-CONNECT project. Users can search by specific cohorts or
demographic groups. For example, defined characteristics, such as patients that don’t smoke aged between 18-30
and who live in England.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
Alcohol Research Network UK-Ireland (ACORN) – a new network for alcohol policy researchers in the UK and
Ireland has been led by the University of Stirling and Trinity College Dublin. The Alcohol Research Network
UK-Ireland (ACORN) will act as a forum and stimulus for an interdisciplinary approach to the cultural, social,
political and economic challenges faced by the UK and Ireland in attempting to implement effective policies to
reduce the harm caused by alcohol consumption.

SCOTLAND
Aberdeen University are working with Imperial College London on a study of men’s treatment preferences for
advanced prostate cancer.
University of Edinburgh study is recruiting people to answer questions to help develop a new scale for assessing
whether someone is ageing healthily or showing signs of dementia.
NHS Grampian took over 40 beds at Rosewell House rehabilitation centre in January as part of plans to ease
pressure on the health service during the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The scheme covers ‘stepdown
from hospital and step-up from community’ as part of Operation Home First, an initiative to reduce the length of
time people may need to spend in the wards. It ran for an initial 16 weeks from January, and members of the
Aberdeen Integration Joint Board extended for a further 24 weeks rather than the 16 asked of them. Health chiefs
will use the 24-week extension to evaluate how well the scheme has been operating.
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NHS Lanarkshire – homecare support workers, college lecturers and students trying to quit smoking are being
given 12 weeks of free access to a smoking cessation app by NHS Lanarkshire.
University of Edinburgh researchers are investigating the potential for smart meters to spot health related
incidents in the elderly and people with disabilities. The goal of the Smart Meters for Independent Living (SMILE)
project is to develop algorithms that can detect energy usage changes that may indicate a health-related incident
in elderly people or those with disabilities living independently.
NHS Forth Valley – children suffering from ‘lazy eye’ are set to benefit from the use of gaming technology in the
development of ‘next generation’ screening processes.

WALES
BBC – report that the cost of the new Velindre Cancer Centre is now over £500m. Velindre University NHS Trust
has put the contract to build and maintain the new hospital out to tender, with an estimated value of £562m.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health have published a progress report on a cross-department strategy to stop domestic and
sexual violence and abuse in Northern Ireland.
Department of Health – almost 10,500 people waited longer than 12 hours in Northern Ireland emergency
departments in the first three months of the year. The number of 12-hour breaches at casualty units across the
region in March this year increased by 38.8% compared to March last year.

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Wales have appointed Sue Tranka as the new Chief Nursing Officer for Wales. Sue will be standing down as
Deputy Chief Nursing Officer for Patient Safety and Innovation at NHS England and NHS Improvement in the
summer to take up her new role.
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URCE thoughts…
Thousands of UK doctors are planning to quit the NHS after the COVID-19 pandemic because they are exhausted
by their workloads and worried about their mental health, a survey has revealed. Almost one in three may retire
early while a quarter are considering taking a career break and a fifth are weighing up quitting the health service to
do something else. Long hours, high demand for care, the impact of the pandemic and unpleasant working
environments, are taking their toll on clinical staff.
• Do you think this will happen?
• What can you do to support your customers?
• What can your products and devices do to reduce the work on a tired workforce?
And interesting to see that the Government will publish a Levelling Up White Paper later this year, articulating how
bold new policy interventions will improve opportunity and boost livelihoods across the country as we recover from
the pandemic. The White Paper will focus on challenges including improving living standards, growing the private
sector and increasing and spreading opportunity. This will be an interesting read.
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