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Welcome to this week’s news and updates
from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that also is affected by
other systems.

Key Points so far in 2020
•

Department of Health & Social Care issued new guidance to care home operators and local government
agencies about visiting and visitors during the COVID-19 pandemic

•

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) – changes to regulations that allow a
wider group of healthcare professionals to be trained to administer vaccinations have come into force on the
16th October 2020

•

NHS is now at a level 4 incident with National Command and Control now in place

•

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have provided updated guidance
showing the key elements it considers, to determine whether a product falls within the definition of a
medicine – ‘medicinal product’ – or a medical device and provides information on whether a product is a
medicine or a medical device or not

•

Northeast London CCG gained approval as a formation from the merger of NHS Barking and Dagenham CCG,
together with NHS City & Hackney CCG, NHS Havering CCG, NHS Newham CCG, NHS Redbridge CCG, NHS
Tower Hamlets CCG, and NHS Waltham Forest CCG

•

NHSX has issued guidance on how video conferencing and consultation tools can be used safely from an
information governance perspective in the NHS

•

Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – major bladder cancer surgery has returned to North Wales
following a successful recruitment drive for new surgeons
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COVID-19 News
Department of Health and Social Care’s (DHSC) Joint Biosecurity Centre (JBC) will partner with The Alan Turing
Institute and Royal Statistical Society to provide further independent statistical modelling and machine learning
expertise to support the government’s response to COVID-19.
The British Association of Dermatologists (BAD) has issued COVID guidance for the management of acne
patients currently being prescribed or requiring Isotretinoin. The prescribing of Isotretinoin must be under the
supervision of a consultant dermatologist and by a trained medical professional. There must always be local ‘shared
care’ prescribing arrangements in place with the Trust’s New Drugs & Formulary (NDF) committee (or equivalent) for
local arrangements. Both the hospital and community pharmacies should be informed of the agreed off-the-shelf
prescribing arrangements for dispensing Isotretinoin as part of the local formulary policy. The patient must also be
informed of the additional costs involved with their community prescription. Acne care pathways for the
prescribing of Isotretinoin remain under the 18-week wait pathway rules as a consultant-led service and as such
patients should be given the choice of provider outpatient service.   
Department of Health & Social Care issued new guidance to care home operators and local government
agencies about visiting and visitors during the COVID-19 pandemic. There are 6 principles, 11 pieces of visiting
policy development advice, 9 pieces of resident decision-making advice, 17 pieces of infection control advice and
6 jewels of advice for communicating decisions with the family. For anyone trying to formulate a local level plan,
this will be fun!
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NHSE announced a move to a Level 4 Incident which is a tried and tested approach for managing major
national incidents and is about having the NHS prepared as much as possible. A level 4 incident requires NHS
England National Command and Control to support the NHS response. NHSE and NHSI coordinate the response in
collaboration with CCGs who operate at a tactical level.

Other NHS Related News
Public Health England have published quick reference materials for primary care on diagnosing and understanding
culture results for urinary tract infections (UTI).
Public Health England have published updated Screening standards for the NHS newborn blood spot (NBS)
screening programme.
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust set up a manufacturing plant in Cramlington, Northumberland,
at the start of the coronavirus pandemic to combat a shortage of protective equipment. Now it is creating 60 jobs
with a move to a space at the Plant Based Valley site in Seaton Delaval, Northumberland.
Western Sussex Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and Brighton and the Princess Royal Hospital are
proposing to become one trust in April next year. The new trust would run five hospitals and employ around 20,000
staff, caring for 1.8m people in Sussex, with a budget of £1.2bn.
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) – latest bulletin informs health and care
professionals of new or ongoing safety issues with medical devices. It is aimed at all parts of the health and care
system in the UK.
National Wound Care Strategy Programme (NWCSP) is seeking expressions of interest from organisations
interested in implementing the NWCSP Lower Limb Recommendations.
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Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) – changes to regulations that allow a wider
group of healthcare professionals to be trained to administer vaccinations have come into force on the 16th
October 2020. The changes to the Human Medicines Regulations 2012 mean that more healthcare professionals
could be trained to provide flu- and any potential COVID-19- vaccinations. The changes also give the Medicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) powers to grant temporary authorisation (pending the
granting of a licence) for new vaccines and treatments needed to tackle public health threats (provided they meet
the highest safety, quality and effectiveness standards).
Greater Manchester along with Cheshire and Warrington has been successful in its bid to promote the city
region as a High Potential Opportunity (HPO) for ‘health innovation in healthy ageing’ which will help raise the
profile of the city region in this key area of Greater Manchester’s Local Industrial Strategy, with the ultimate aim to
boost the local economy during the ‘recovery’ phase and Build Back Better at this crucial time.
NHS Leeds CCG and Leeds City Council – ‘Forward Leeds’, the city’s alcohol and drug service, has assembled a
‘specialist therapeutic outreach team’ to support those living on the streets to recover from substance misuse issues
and improve their life.
Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust in 2019 implemented Placental Growth Factor Testing
which is used to help diagnose Pre-Eclampsia. It eliminates the risk of poor prediction of the condition and reduces
the risk of unnecessary hospitalisation for women who will not go on to develop it. The test is now live in 10 sites
across the region (see page 20 of the link).
Queen Victoria Hospital Foundation Trust is exploring merging with Brighton and Sussex Foundation Trust who
has already announced its merger with Western Sussex Hospitals. It has a turnover of just £70m and faces
increasing problems with financial sustainability.
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have provided updated guidance showing
the key elements it considers, to determine whether a product falls within the definition of a medicine – ‘medicinal
product’  – or a medical device and provides information on whether a product is a medicine or a medical device or
not.
Lancashire and South Cumbria Integrated Care System (ICS), working with four universities – University of
Central Lancashire, Cumbria, Edge Hill and Lancaster (SEED alliance) – has appointed Steve Fogg, former managing
director of BAE Systems Corporate Services, as chair of the SEED alliance. SEED was set up to address the ‘Social,
Economic and Environmental Determinants’ of health, supporting the health and care system; creating better
research and innovation; attracting more inward investment and the best people; and improving productivity, skills,
jobs and the economy. SEED is co-ordinated by the Innovation Agency, the Academic Health Science Network for
the North West Coast.
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NHS Gloucestershire Health and Care Foundation Trust have published a consultation inviting the public to
comment on the proposals for the new community hospital in the Forest of Dean.
Barts Health NHS Trust – twenty-four types of routine operations will be delivered from fast-track surgical hubs
at multiple locations across London, substantially boosting the amount of planned surgery that can be carried out
over the coming months. Two of the hubs are based at Whipps Cross Hospital, with the Eye Treatment Centre
providing cataract surgery and the Plane Tree Centre offering common bladder and ear, nose and throat procedures.
At Newham Hospital, the Gateway Surgical Centre will be providing a number of orthopaedic procedures including
hip and knee replacements. The Imperial College Hospital London will create three Fast track surgical units at
Charing Cross, Hammersmith and St Mary’s Hospital in Paddington. This is as a result of Get it Right First Time
(GIRFT) work in London.
MHRA have published guidance on the qualified person responsible for pharmacovigilance (QPPV) including
pharmacovigilance system master files (PSMF) from 1 January 2021 following the UK transition from Europe.
Northeast London CCG gained approval to form from the merger of NHS Barking and Dagenham CCG, together
with NHS City & Hackney CCG, NHS Havering CCG, NHS Newham CCG, NHS Redbridge CCG, NHS Tower Hamlets
CCG, and NHS Waltham Forest CCG. This merger makes it the fourth of London’s five health systems to get GP
approval to merge its CCGs, in line with NHS England’s ambitions to have one CCG for each integrated care system.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements/
Others of Interest
Northern Care Alliance – Craig Carter has accepted the role of Group Deputy CFO after three years as Finance
Director for Bury & Rochdale Care Organisation. Nicky Tamanis has left to become the Finance Director for Pennine
Care NHS FT.
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and Dementia UK have recruited Asma Pandor as their first
Admiral Nurse.
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Bolton NHS Foundation Trust Hospital have appointed Amraze Khan as their Head of Staff Experience.
Health Education England (HEE) have appointed four new regional heads of Nursing and Midwifery:
• Carol Love-Mecrow in the Midlands
• Christian Brailsford in the South West
• Professor Laura Serrant in the North East and Yorkshire
• Nichole McIntosh in London.

Health Technology and Information Update
Mid and South Essex NHS Foundation Trust – UK Space Agency has funded £1.3m for a healthcare drone
start-up founded by NHS staff, to help in the response to COVID-19. Apian, part of the NHS Clinical Entrepreneur
Programme, aims to establish a network of secure air corridors for electric drones to navigate via satellite-enabled
GPS. Each drone will be able to carry COVID-19 samples, test-kits and PPE. This will avoid courier call-out waiting
times, free-up NHS staff, reduce unnecessary physical contact and minimise the risk of secondary transmission of
the virus. The project will be based at Broomfield Hospital, part of Mid and South Essex NHS Foundation Trust and
will be supported by the local Anglia Ruskin University.
Gov.Uk has published on how to use a patient-reported outcomes and experiences study to evaluate a digital
health product.
The Renal Association have partnered with Patients Know Best (PKB) to re-platform the Renal Association’s
PatientView system. This will improve the existing security and functionality of the current PatientView system,
which supports about 74,500 patients who receive care and treatment for renal disease in the UK by sharing a
view of their clinical data using a patient portal. The contract will see PKB, which became the first personal health
record to be fully integrated into the NHS App earlier this year, connect to the data sources of 62 NHS hospitals
and their satellite clinics that provide renal care.
NHSX has issued guidance on how video conferencing and consultation tools can be used safely from an
information governance perspective in the NHS.
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust worked with East Midland AHSN on a demonstrator digital
outpatient programme to increase efficiencies and improve patient experience by reducing unnecessary follow
up outpatient appointments. NUH initially trialled technology provided by DrDoctor (patient communication and
digital care solutions) in two clinical specialties (oncology and breast services). East Midlands AHSN provided initial
funding for the demonstrator and ongoing support and advice, as part of the project board and resource to develop
a business case and modelling tool to support sustainability and spread within the Trust and to other organisations.
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Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals Trust has gone live with a new electronic prescribing and medicines
administration (EPMA) system from WellSky. The system has first been implemented in outpatients with more
wards due to go live in the future.
NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS) has partnered up with the mobile app ‘Earnd’ to create a payroll
platform for the health service. The agreement will see NHS users getting access to Earnd (a mobile app that
improves financial wellbeing by giving employees free and flexible access to their salary) via the existing MySBSPay
app. The new collaboration will allow NHS organisations to offer more flexible and regular payments, which is one
of the main attractions of working through an agency. NHS trusts can use Earnd to incentivise more doctors, nurses
and other healthcare professionals to join their ‘bank’.
Barking and Dagenham Council have implemented the AutonoMe at Home app to support people with
learning disabilities as part of their social care services. The London Borough of Barking and Dagenham (LBBD),
which brought the project to the SCDIA (run by the Local Government Association with match-funding from NHS
Digital) for investment, is joined by five other local authorities: Telford & Wrekin Council, Haringey Council, West
Sussex County Council, Peterborough City Council and Cambridgeshire County Council.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
NHS Lothian – a financial update on the Edinburgh Integration Joint Board (IJB), which is a partnership
between NHS Lothian and Edinburgh City Council, reveals a degree of uncertainty over the future provision of
services due to the financial impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
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In July, the IJB agreed a budget of £708.6m for the 2020/21 financial year, but is now forecasting an actual spend
of £726.5m, with health and council chiefs banking on the Scottish Government to bail out the joint board.
NHS Forth Valley is taking part in a national trial using the new ‘Cytosponge’ in the hope that the new method will
be less invasive but just as effective as the current endoscopy. Around 25 per cent of patients with gastric reflux
who require an endoscopy may be eligible for the new procedure. It is hoped the Cytosponge – which collects cells
from the lining of the oesophagus – could replace the traditional endoscopy.
Scottish Health Innovations Ltd (SHIL) work in partnership with NHS Scotland to identify, protect, develop and
commercialise healthcare innovations to improve patient care. Formed in 2002, SHIL is a private company
registered in Scotland and limited by guarantee with three shareholders – Scottish Minister’s through the Chief
Scientist Office, NHS Tayside and the Golden Jubilee National Hospital. SHIL helps translate ground-breaking ideas,
wherever they originate, into viable products and services that not only improve patient care but generate a
financial return for the NHS.
NHS Lothian – The Wallace Burns Unit at St John’s Hospital in Livingston, West Lothian, has brought in a new
treatment called NexoBrid, which reduces the need for skin grafts and speeds up the recovery process. It involves
the use of a tissue-dissolving enzyme called bromelain, made from the pineapple plant, which dissolves burnt tissue,
and leaves just healthy tissue behind.

WALES
Welsh health minister has refused to rule out the possibility that some health boards in Wales could fail to
balance their books by the end of the financial year.
Welsh Government has pledged £18m of funding towards a healthcare and housing development in Bridgend that
will include mental health services and affordable homes. The government announced the funding package on
Saturday, October 10, which will go towards the construction of an integrated health and wellbeing development
called the Sunnyside Wellness Village.
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board, and Flintshire and Wrexham Council, are working together to
prevent families from being broken up. The initiative aimed at assisting parents with low to moderate mental health
issues is one of three being pursued through a grant funding pot of £3m for the whole of north Wales.
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – major bladder cancer surgery has returned to North Wales following
a successful recruitment drive for new surgeons. New Consultant Urological and Pelvic Oncology Surgeon,
Mr Mohamed Abdulmajed, has commenced working at Ysbyty Gwynedd Hospital.
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NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health and Department of Justice have launched a public consultation on proposals to establish
a regional Care and Justice Campus for children and young people. This was the primary recommendation of the
Review of Regional Facilities for Children and Young People in Northern Ireland, commissioned by the then Health
Minister in January 2017.

Celtic Nations – NHS Appointments/
Resignations/Retirements/Others of Interest
Swansea Bay University Health Board have appointed Mark Hackett as their new Chief Executive to take over
from Tracy Myhill when she retires at the end of the year. Mark will take up post in early January 2021.
NHS Education for Scotland (NES) has appointed Karen Reid, who is currently the Chief Executive of Perth and
Kinross Council, as their new Chief Executive. Karen with start her new role in February 2021.

URCE thoughts…
As COVID-19 rises, expect to see more hospital work cancelled. Flu vaccinations will be a big drive for General
Practice and rumours fly that two COVID-19 vaccines will be here before Christmas…
Happy selling colleagues – and please take care
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