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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• Gov.uk announced the launch of a new Antivirals Taskforce by the government to identify treatments for UK
patients who have been exposed to COVID-19, to stop the infection spreading and speed up recovery time.
• University of Oxford’s government-funded research trial into primary care COVID-19 treatments, is
investigating favipiravir as part of the Platform Randomised trial of Interventions against COVID-19 In older
peoPLE (PRINCIPLE) It is the world’s largest clinical trial of possible COVID-19 treatments for recovery at home
and in other non-hospital settings.
• Government is launching a new Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) to save lives from future diseases
and prevent another global pandemic. The International Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) will support
the government’s target to slash the time to develop vaccines for new diseases to 100 days.
• Department of Health and Social Care is engaging with the community pharmacy sector as part of
preliminary work that will inform its hub-and-spoke consultation. Under the Medicines and Medical Devices Act
2021, the DH has powers to roll out a hub-and-spoke dispensing model across community pharmacy.
• NHSE have issued guidance to Trusts on establishing the Diagnostic Hubs that were proposed in the NHS Long
Term Plan. They have given trusts until April 2023 to set up these diagnostic networks.
• NHSX and NHS Digital have announced that a new data resource for secondary care prescriptions is now
available to COVID-19 researchers. The data collection focuses on medicines that are prescribed and
administered in hospitals.
• NHS Digital have launched a new technical specification for suppliers – ‘the Digital Medicines Specification’ –
which allows the development and implementation of an electronic notification from Community Pharmacy to
GP practices.
• Scottish Cancer Registry and Intelligence Service (SCRIS) has successfully connected Systematic
Anti-Cancer Therapy (SACT) data from all of Scotland’s five cancer centres – providing the Scottish NHS with
national coverage.





Weekly
Newsletter
May 2021 - Week 2

CONTENTS
Click the links below to jump to an article
•

COVID-19 News

•

Other NHS Related News

•

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements

•

Health Technology and Information Update

•

Celtic Nations NHS Related News
•

Scotland

•

Wales

•

Northern Ireland

•

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/
Retirements

•

URCE thoughts

COVID-19 News
Gov.uk announced the launch of a new Antivirals Taskforce by the government to identify treatments for UK
patients who have been exposed to COVID-19 to stop the infection spreading and speed up recovery time. The
taskforce will search for the most promising novel antiviral medicines that can be taken at home and support their
development through clinical trials to ensure they can be rapidly rolled out to patients as early as the autumn.
Guardian – Australia is set to host the first human clinical trial of a genetically modified adenovirus vaccine for
COVID-19 delivered via nasal spray. Avance Clinical, an Australian contract research organisation, has applied to
the office of the gene technology regulator for permission to conduct the phase 1 clinical trial on behalf US
company Tetherex Pharmaceuticals Corporation.
Long COVID – a Leeds Community COVID-19 MDT pathway – to support the recovery of patients experiencing
symptoms of Long COVID, an integrated rehabilitation pathway was developed following extensive service
evaluations by Leeds Primary Care Services, Leeds Community Trust and Leeds Teaching Hospital Trust. The
pathway aligns itself to the NHS England five-point plan to embed post-COVID-19 syndrome assessment clinics
across England, supporting the comprehensive medical assessment and rehabilitation intervention for patients in
the community.
UCL Centre for Education Policy & Equalising Opportunities, and the Sutton Trust, have launched a new study
to track the long-term effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on 12,000 year 11 students in England – particularly
those from disadvantaged backgrounds. The study will track the educational, career and wellbeing outcomes for
12,000 teenagers to see how COVID-19 will impact on their life chances.
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University of Oxford’s government-funded research trial into primary care COVID-19 treatments are investigating
favipiravir as part of the Platform Randomised trial of INterventions against COVID-19 In older peoPLE
(PRINCIPLE). It is the world’s largest clinical trial of possible COVID-19 treatments for recovery at home and in
other non-hospital settings. Favipiravir is an antiviral drug which has been licenced in Japan since 2014 to treat
influenza. It works by inhibiting a viral enzyme called RNA polymerase, preventing viral replication within human
cells. This viral enzyme is common to several viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, which causes COVID-19.

Other NHS Related News
Government is launching a new Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) to save lives from future diseases and
prevent another global pandemic. The International Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) will support the
government’s target to slash the time to develop vaccines for new diseases to 100 days. The Partnership will be
chaired by UK Chief Scientific Adviser Sir Patrick Vallance and will report to leaders at June’s G7 Summit. New
funding of £16m to Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) will also support global vaccine supply
and development.
Gov.uk have published on the role of the NHS Test and Trace Public Advisory Group and how members of the
public are selected to take part.
Gov.uk have published a guide to Public Health England’s bacteriology reference department (BRD), its units and
the tests and services they provide. The bacteriology reference department (BRD) is made up of 3 units:
• respiratory and vaccine preventable bacteria reference unit (RVPBRU)
• gastrointestinal bacteria reference unit (GBRU)
• antimicrobial resistance and healthcare associated infections reference unit (AMRHAI).
This document includes information on the laboratory reference units and how to obtain tests and services.
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NICE has published draft guidance recommending trastuzumab deruxtecan for use in the Cancer Drugs Fund (CDF)
for treating a type of breast cancer called HER2 positive breast cancer which can’t be surgically removed or which
has spread to other parts of the body.
MHRA have published details on Parallel import licences granted in March 2021.
Public Health England – these PHE CVD Prevention Packs are a practical resource to support localities in
prioritising CVD prevention in their recovery plans. Recently published jointly by the National Cardiovascular
Intelligence Network (NCVIN) and Local Knowledge and Intelligence Service (LKIS), these packs estimate the
progress of local health economies towards the PHE CVD prevention, diagnosis and treatment ambitions for
hypertension and atrial fibrillation (AF). The packs provide data by CCG and by practice in the relevant STP. They
also estimate the number of additional patients who need to be treated and diagnosed to meet the national
ambitions.
NHSE/I established the NHS Discharge Medicines Service (DMS) as an essential service under the Community
Pharmacy Contractual Framework in February and the Health Innovation Network in South London helped roll this
out in 3 Trusts and the report identifies the benefits.
Department of Health and Social Care is engaging with the community pharmacy sector as part of preliminary
work that will inform its hub-and-spoke consultation. Under the Medicines and Medical Devices Act 2021, the DH
has powers to roll out a hub-and-spoke dispensing model across community pharmacy. However, any plans for the
model must be subject to a ‘full public consultation’ before they come to fruition. An impact assessment published
alongside the Medicines and Medical Devices Bill in 2020 said: “The government’s vision for community pharmacy
is that it should provide expanded clinical services…helping to relieve pressures on other parts of the system.”
The NHS Confederation, NHS Providers, British Medical Association, Royal College of Nursing, Academy of
Royal Medical Colleges and Unison, have written to prime minister Boris Johnson to warn that the NHS ‘urgently
needs extra investment to shore up staff numbers’ and prevent a ‘haemorrhage’ of frontline workers. The NHS went
into the COVID-19 pandemic with 100,000 vacancies, and the six organisations argue the situation could become
worse without action to address the issues caused by the crisis, the elective backlog and long-COVID. They also
want the government to outline the workforce requirements implicit in the NHS Long Term Plan, so issues and gaps
can be identified.
NHSE have issued guidance to Trusts on establishing the Diagnostic Hubs that were proposed in the NHS Long
Term Plan. They have given trusts until April 2023 to set these diagnostic networks ups which will have their ‘own
distinct leadership and governance arrangements’ and will be responsible for asset management, financing,
quality, staffing and location of all elective and non-elective imaging across England. The NHS planning
guidance for 2021-22 said the new networks were essential to help capacity keep pace with growing demand, and
would be ‘particularly critical to support elective recovery’ in the wake of the pandemic. In the new operational
guidance, NHS England has outlined seven models the networks can take, which include ‘outsourcing the service in
its entirety, including ownership of the capital assets required for delivery of the service, to a commercial partner’.
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Department of Health and Social Care has set out its vision for a system-wide approach across health to
tackling fraud. To realise the vision, the document defines DHSC’s counter-fraud objectives around a structure
focused on accountability, convening and working together. The strategy sets the direction and pace of the health
group’s counter-fraud work, enabling DHSC to hold these bodies to account: The strategy is for officials at DHSC,
the NHS in England, DHSC arm’s length bodies and professional medical bodies and associations across the health
service.
Public Health England have an Index of cancer survival for CCGs in England: adults diagnosed in 2003 to 2018
and followed up to 2019. The 1-year index of cancer survival for England has increased from 63.6% in 2003 to
73.9% in 2018. The variation in the index of cancer survival between the Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs)
narrowed, with the range in survival estimates reducing from 14.0 percentage points in 2003 to 8.9 percentage
points in 2018, indicating less geographic variation across CCGs.
The Health Foundation – Quality improvement made simple – ‘What everyone should know about health care
quality improvement’. This guide focuses on quality improvement and is especially useful for health care staff
leading fast and efficient service change as a result of the pandemic. Quality improvement involves the use of a
systematic and coordinated approach to solving a problem using specific methods and tools with the aim of
bringing about a measurable improvement within a health care setting.
National Quality Board has published an updated Shared Commitment to Quality and Position Statement to
support Integrated Care Systems in embedding quality in their design, planning and decision-making.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) have appointed Professor Lucy Chappell FMedSci as the next
Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA). In this role Professor Chappell will lead the National Institute for Health Research
(NIHR), working in partnership with the Director of DHSC’s Science Research and Evidence directorate.
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Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust have appointed Professor David Loughton CBE, current chief executive of The
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust, to the role of Interim Chief Executive. This move works to support the Four acute
Trusts in the West Midlands and the Black Country to become a provider group.
Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has appointed Dr Andy Haynes as a Specialist Non-Executive
Advisor to the Board. He was previously the Medical Director/Deputy Chief Executive at Sherwood until December
2019, before joining the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Integrated Care System (ICS) as Executive Lead.
Gov.uk are seeking to make up to four Non-Executive Director appointments to the board of the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency for:
• 2 Non-Executive Director roles with innovative medicines expertise
• 2 Non-Executive Director roles with digital health and/or medical technologies expertise.
East Midland AHSN have appointed Nick Mapstone as an Independent Director. Nick is also a non-executive
Director at Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.
North Middlesex University Hospital NHS Trust have appointed Dr Nnenna Osuji to the role of Chief Executive
at North Middlesex University Hospital NHS Trust. She is anticipated to take up her new role in summer 2021.
Dr Osuji will join us from her current role as Deputy Chief Executive and Medical Director at Croydon Health
Services NHS Trust in south London. An experienced haematologist, she will continue as a clinician when she takes
up her new role.

Health Technology and Information Update
NHSX and NHS Digital have announced that a new data resource for secondary care prescriptions is now
available to COVID-19 researchers. The data collection focuses on medicines that are prescribed and administered
in hospitals – providing daily information harvested from electronic prescription and administration systems at
secondary care NHS trusts across England. However, the data is currently limited as it is only sourced from
organisations that have electronic prescribing and administration systems from one supplier. This will develop more
as medicines data is eventually added from trusts using a further system, which is due to go live by autumn 2021.
By linking this data with other NHS datasets, it is hoped researchers will be able to understand how medicines are
being used to treat COVID-19 in hospitals and also identify any changes in patterns of prescribing pre- during- and
post-pandemic.
Health Education England is offering support to local projects that deliver innovation and education in
developing local anticipatory care models. Primary Care Networks and Integrated Care Systems are invited to
submit an expression of interest in joining the National CLEAR Programme for Anticipatory Care.
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NHSE – In April 2021 the current two routes for procuring online consultation in primary care (the DPS for online
consultation and GP IT Futures framework e-consultation capability) have been brought together into a single new
framework under the Digital Care Services (DCS) Catalogue. The new framework – the Digital First Online
Consultation and Video consultation framework – will support a ‘harmonised’ set of requirements and standards.
The framework will also support greater integration between GP clinical systems and online consultation and video
consultation systems.
Oxford AHSN have launched phase 1 of their Oxford AHSN Accelerator Programme 2021/22, which will focus
on 6 themes and challenges including mental health, specifically digital therapeutics and other innovations for the
treatment of persistent depression, suicide and self-harm, respiratory, maternity and neonatal, cardiac, stroke and
cancer.
NHS Digital have launched NHS Service Finder which gives health and care professionals a fast way to access
accurate, real-time information to help signpost patients to available services. This information includes non-public
telephone numbers and instructions about who is eligible for services and how to refer a patient. Maps and
directions to the services are also available, and they can email service information directly to their patient.
NHS Digital have launched a new technical specification for suppliers ‘the Digital Medicines Specification’ which
allows the development and implementation of an electronic notification from Community Pharmacy to GP
practices. This means that for any community pharmacist consultation service provided in pharmacy for such things
as – pharmacy vaccinations, emergency supply, minor illness referral consultation, new medicine service,
medication review, and appliance use review – a notification will be sent to a GP and the patient’s electronic record
will be updated accordingly.
University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust has invested £90,000 in new diagnostic
equipment to improve the care of patients with eye problems. The benefits of the new machine are that they are
identifying an even greater number of conditions such as cancer and macular degeneration sooner.
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Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
In 2011 Scotland’s first Hospital at Home service launched for older people in Lanarkshire. That service has seen
nearly 20,000 patients since it first started and received national awards. Researchers, led by researchers from
the Nuffield Department of Population Health at the University of Oxford, looked at the experiences of more than
1,000 older people across the UK. It involved patients from hospitals in Lanarkshire, Fife and Lothian, as well as
others in Northern Ireland, Wales and England and concluded the ‘Hospital at Home’ model ‘can provide an
alternative to hospitalisation for selected older persons.’ Under the model, patients receive the same standard of
care they would get in a hospital ward, including access to a geriatrician and multi-disciplinary team, medicines,
oxygen and intravenous treatment. Researchers also found a small drop in the chance of admission to a care home
among patients who had received Hospital at Home.
Scottish Cancer Registry and Intelligence Service (SCRIS) has successfully connected Systematic Anti-Cancer
Therapy (SACT) data from all of Scotland’s five cancer centres – providing the Scottish NHS with national coverage.
The SACT data view is now complete for the whole population of Scotland – with the SCRIS team set to work on
making this information available to view via a dashboard, across the next two years. This will mean that clinicians
and organisations can ‘benchmark’ their services against others in Scotland and create a ‘learning healthcare
system’ for Systematic Anti-Cancer Therapy. The move also fits with the ‘Once for Scotland’ cancer treatment
protocols which has the goal to establish a ‘national consensus’ on cancer data collection and linkage.

WALES
Swansea Bay University Health Board and Public Health Wales are looking for volunteers to participate in
the latest clinical trial studying a vaccine against COVID-19. It is the first study to test a plant-derived COVID-19
vaccine candidate and will evaluate the efficacy and safety of the Coronavirus-Like Particle COVID-19 Vaccine
(CoVLP). The vaccine has already been through early phase human studies and now requires testing on a large scale
and a study involving 1,500 people across the UK is starting. The aim is to recruit volunteers between 18 – 39
years old and who live in Swansea and the local areas.
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Cardiff and Vale University Health Board (CAVUHB) and Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust (WAST)
have commenced a new service – Physician Response Unit (PRU). The first of its kind for Cardiff and the Vale of
Glamorgan, the PRU will be trialled for six months, operating from 10am to 7pm on weekdays (excluding
Wednesdays. When a member of the public calls 999 within the PRU’s operating hours the call handler
may – depending on the type of emergency – choose to dispatch PRU to treat the patient at the scene (rather
than taking them to the hospital.
NHS Wales – more than half a million people are now waiting for treatment on NHS waiting lists in Wales after the
backlogs during the coronavirus pandemic. Most non-urgent treatment was postponed in March 2020 to prepare
the NHS for COVID patients. New figures show that as of February, waiting lists had hit record levels with 549,353
awaiting treatment or surgery – a 19% rise in a year. This is the equivalent of 17% of the Welsh population. The
figures also show almost 218,000 had been waiting more than 36 weeks (nine months for treatment by February
this year.
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board have funded the Welsh mental health charity, Hafal to develop and
run an online peer support community, ‘North Wales Space’, which is monitored 24/7. It offers a safe space for
people to talk about their mental health in a supportive environment, connect with others in similar situations, and
receive useful information on services in all six counties of North Wales.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health announced plans to test sewage for coronavirus in order to keep an eye on how COVID-19
virus is spreading through the population.

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Highland – Argyll and Bute health and social care partnership (HSCP) announced that after interviewing
potential candidates for the Chief Executive role, it had ‘decided not to appoint to the post at this time’. The
partnership is looking for a replacement for Joanna MacDonald, who has left to work for the Scottish Government.
The post will be filled on an interim basis by Fiona Davies, currently mental health lead for NHS Highland.
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URCE thoughts…
Collaboration is one of the words we are hearing most often as Integrated Care Systems are developing. But what
can your role contribute to help this happen? One of the themes in the NHS Long Term Plan and enhanced by the
White Paper, is that organisations should work across the system – not just considering their own targets or
financial position, but those of the system. To start with – who to collaborate with? For practical collaboration
to improve the health and care of the population, there is a need to collaborate at the right level, with the right
partners for the changes being considered. This won’t always be the same group of people and organisations. For
some areas this may be at ICS level, but is more likely to be at place or PCN level. Involving health partners (such
as Trusts, PCNs, GP practices, community services including other primary care services) local authorities, patients,
voluntary, community and social enterprise partners and community groups, will be important depending on the
area being considered.
Stephen Covey, in the seven habits of highly effective people, recognised that valuing differences is the essence of
synergy, but to get there you need to thoroughly understand others so that you can then present your ideas
contextually based on the concerns of others. So, seek first to understand others. Suspend judgement – and really
listen, check your understanding of what others are saying; build trust by understanding their world and their
concerns. Probe to find how they feel about the situation and express understanding of their perspective. Find a
shared purpose and work through why is this important. When you work through a solution with others, explore
why you are doing it this way, what is the problem being solved. Work through a story of what the future looks like
that you can share and use to communicate to others who will be involved in implementation. What will be the call
to action – why does this need doing and what shared problem will this solve?
Start by listening, gaining trust and genuinely working through a shared solution. Addressing others concerns will
gain the trust and co-operation needed to move from defensive – win/lose solutions to shift to the win/win changes
that are needed to develop care for the future across systems, at place or primary care network level.

Applied Healthcare Academy Ltd
Registered Offices: 117 High Street, Chesham, England, HP5 1DE

