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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• NHSE announced the first Moderna jabs will be delivered in England in April as part of the NHS
vaccination programme.
• National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has published new guidance on the assessment
of chronic pain, recommending exercise as part of its guidelines, instead of commonly used drugs such as
paracetamol.
• NICE launched its 5-year strategy which aims to keep ahead of the challenges of a rapidly changing health and
care landscape by creating key partnerships to expand the organisation’s skills, capacity and capabilities.
• NHS Digital have published the total number of patients (60,744,002) registered with a GP practice (April
2021). This is up by 93,262 on March 2021.
• Cardiff and Vale University Health Board are drawing up a wide-ranging programme about how its
services — delivered by 14,000 staff and costing £1.4bn each year — could change over the next 10 years.
• Department of Health has published Phase 5 plans for rebuilding health and care services.

CONTENTS
Click on the bullet points below to jump to an article

•

COVID-19 News

•

Other NHS Related News

•

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements

•

Health Technology and Information Update

•

Celtic Nations NHS Related News
» Scotland
» Wales
» Northern Ireland

•

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements

•

Celtic Health Technology and Information Update

•

URCE thoughts



 Back to Contents

Weekly
Newsletter
May 2021 - Week 1

COVID-19 News
Public Health England have published Information on the presentation, doses and storage of all available
COVID-19 vaccines.
NHSE announced the first Moderna jabs would be delivered in England in April as part of the NHS vaccination
programme.
JCVI have advised that pregnant women should be offered the COVID-19 vaccine at the same time as the rest of
the population, based on their age and clinical risk group.
NIHR Oxford Biomedical Research Centre published findings from a Stage 2 trial (STOIC) which found that
inhaled budesonide given to patients with COVID-19 within seven days of the onset of symptoms, also reduced
recovery time. Budesonide is a corticosteroid used in the long-term management of asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD).
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has published its final advice for phase 2 of the
COVID-19 vaccination programme, setting out that the most effective way to minimise hospitalisations and deaths
is to continue to prioritise people by age. In line with its interim advice, the JCVI has recommended an age-based
approach with adults aged 18 to 49 prioritised in descending age order as follows: all those aged 40 to 49 years; all
those aged 30 to 39 years; all those aged 18 to 29 years.
Gov.uk are consulting on making COVID-19 vaccination a condition of work for people who are deployed in care
homes with older adult residents.
NHSE – GPs must now transfer any COVID-19 vaccination records that have been recorded locally or on paper
into the central online system – Pinnacle.

Other NHS Related News
Health Innovation Network South London – five Health Innovation Network Grants packages of £10,000 to
£30,000 have been awarded to help kickstart innovative health and care projects. Winning projects include
artificial intelligence rehab for musculoskeletal disorders, a self-care app for patients with inflammatory bowel
illness and digital urine screening for chronic kidney disease. The scheme links NHS teams and local boroughs with
commercial innovators and guidance from technology experts.
NHS Supply chain are inviting NHS staff working in clinical roles across England, to take part in a seven-week
consultation period with NHS Supply Chain around the potential introduction of a standardised national healthcare
uniform.
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NHSE have published guidelines on how to make a freedom of Information (FOI) or subject access request to them.
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has published new guidance on the assessment of
chronic pain, recommending exercise as part of its guidelines, instead of commonly used drugs such as paracetamol.
NHSE/I, has published the latest monthly combined performance data. A&E activity is returning to normal levels
with there being considerably more attendances and admissions than in March and April 2020. Elective care waits
continue to increase with 4.7m people now on the waiting list, the highest in 10 years (up by more than 100,000
since January 2021). Pressure in mental health services is also still rising.
Nursing and Midwifery Council has granted South Devon College (the first further education (FE) college in the
country) with approved education institution status (AEI) for its Nursing Associate programme.
United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust agreed at an Extraordinary Board meeting in March 2021, that
services which were temporarily removed last year at Grantham Hospital will gradually be restored over the next
few months with the A&E unit due to be returned by the end of June.
MHRA have published February 2021 data for the expected time taken to process and grant a marketing
authorisation or a variation to a marketing authorisation.
NICE launched its 5-year strategy which aims to keep ahead of the challenges of a rapidly changing health and
care landscape by creating key partnerships to expand the organisation’s skills, capacity and capabilities. It will
renew and develop collaborations to support patient safety and track adoption of improvements.
ONS Centre for Ageing and Demography recently released the updated population profiles for local authorities
and regions in England. The updated tool brings together different population characteristics, including age,
ethnicity, employment, households with children, industry, those in key worker occupations and deprivation.
The interactive tool allows you to compare population statistics between local authorities within regions.
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NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Confederation has appointed Matthew Taylor as the new Chief Executive of the NHS Confederation.
Matthew was previously the Chief Adviser on Political Strategy to then Prime Minister Tony Blair, and a four-year
tenure leading the Institute for Public Policy Research.
Stockport NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Tony Warne as Chair of the Trust. He has previously been a
Non-Executive Director (NED) for both Blackpool Teaching Hospitals and Vice-Chair at Wrightington, Wigan and
Leigh Teaching Hospitals. In his new role, he will oversee a £360m annual budget and the treatment and care of
580,000 patients a year from across Stockport and the High Peak.
Skills for Health – have appointed Dr Sara Munro, Leeds and York Partnership NHS Trust Chief Executive as a
Trustee and Non-Executive Director of the board at the Sector Skills Council for Health.
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust – Russel Nightingale has started his new role as chief operating
officer at Harrogate and District NHS Trust.
Commission on Human Medicines – Professor Amanda Adler, Professor Sandosh Padmanabhan, Professor Steve
Cunningham and Professor Yvonne Perrie have been appointed as commissioners of the Commission on Human
Medicines for 4 years from 1 May 2021.

Health Technology and Information Update
King’s College London – a new ADHD study led by researchers will use real-time data collected from wearable
technologies and smartphone apps. The project – ART-CARMA (ADHD Remote Technology study of
cardiometabolic risk factors and medication adherence) – is being funded by the European Commission, and was
launched on 1 April 2021, and encompassing academic institutions such as KCL as well as SMEs, its funding
totals €6m.
University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Midlands Partnership NHS
Foundation Trust are working together to pilot the use of home-based sensors in the homes of the city’s most
vulnerable patients. The first 25 patients have now signed up to the MySense trial, which aims to use assistive
technology to monitor early changes in health and behaviour to ensure that the right support can be put in
place early.
NHS Digital – in October 2020, the e-Referral Service was integrated into the NHS App to give patients more
control over their appointments and save GPs time. GPs can email appointment booking details for the NHS
e-Referral Service, directly to patients with an NHS Login. Patients are then able to securely access the NHS
Manage Your Referral website directly from the app. Research has shown that when patients book their own
appointments, the ‘did not attend’ rate can reduce by up to half, according to NHS Digital.
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NHS Digital have published the number of patients (60,744,002) registered with a GP practice (April 2021). This is
up by 93,262 on March 2021.
NHS North of England Commercial Procurement Collaborative (NOE CPC) has published a new open contract
notice surrounding a framework agreement for the provision of employee development services, including
apprenticeships. The framework agreement is intended to support NHS trusts and organisations in the easy,
compliant procurement of continuing professional development (CPD) and educational services, including
apprenticeships support and provision.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) has approved NHS funding for four new medicines: Sanofi’s Sarclisa
(isatuximab) has been accepted by the SMC for the treatment of relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma;
Snofi - Dupixent (dupilumab) for the treatment of a subgroup of patients with severe asthma; AstraZeneca’s SGLT2
inhibitor Forxiga  (dapagliflozin) for the treatment of heart failure in patients with reduced ejection fraction, as an
add-on to already optimised standard care; and Eli Lilly’s Emgality (galcanezumab) was accepted for the prevention
of migraine in adults who have at least four migraine days per month.
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WALES
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board are drawing up a wide-ranging programme, about how its
services — delivered by 14,000 staff and costing £1.4bn each year — could change over the next 10 years. The
plans include delivering clinical services closer to home where possible, to avoid the need for patients to travel into
traditional hospitals like the University Hospital of Wales (UHW).
Hywel Dda University Health Board – Bronglais Hospital, Aberystwyth have appointed Mr Sebastiani as a new
consultant colorectal surgeon, meaning that patients will no longer have to travel long distances to receive
operations.
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board – two new operating theatres are set to be built at the University
Hospital of Wales in Cardiff which will include a major trauma theatre and a vascular theatre.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health has published Phase 5 plans for rebuilding health and care services.
Department of Health has published the Health Inequalities annual report for 2021.
Department of Health has announced the establishment of new grant schemes for cancer and mental health
charities and a Carers Support Fund. The Cancer Charities Support Fund and Mental Health Support Fund will each
receive £10m, while £4m has been allocated to the Carers Support Fund. The Health Minister has also allocated
£15m to Health Trusts to boost the support available for healthcare workers across Northern Ireland.

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Welsh Ambulance Service has appointed Ceri Jackson as a new interim Non-Executive Director to its Board.
NHS Wales have appointed Gareth Howells as interim chief nursing officer for Wales while recruitment for the
substantive post is ongoing following the retirement of Professor Jean White at Easter.
Health and Social Care Scotland Chair, Vicky Irons has stepped down as and is to be replaced by the Chief Officer
of Edinburgh Health and Social Care Partnership, Judith Proctor.

Celtic Health Technology and Information Update
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde – AI is being used to assess mesothelioma patients as part of a prototype
imaging system that experts say could ‘revolutionise’ the way people with the condition are cared for.
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URCE thoughts…
A government white paper published in February, said that from April 2022 each ICS will have a statutory ICS NHS
body and a statutory ICS health and care partnership. The latter will bring together NHS providers, local authorities
and other organisations, such as those in the voluntary sector, to plan for the system’s wider health and care needs.
Under the proposed reforms, the 42 ICSs are due to be given statutory status from April 2022, generally
coterminous with higher tier local authorities. However, as of 1 April this year, there are 106 CCGs, even though 38
CCGs merged to form 9 CCGs at the beginning of April. The task now will be to quickly move to a single
decision-making structure in each of the 42 ICSs.
By quarter three (Sept-Dec 2021) CCGs should only operate at ‘sub-ICS level’, where the ICS system development
plan sets out the intention to establish a significant place-based function at the CCG footprint. Primary and
community service development and the implementation of population health management will be based at place
level, using existing primary care networks (PCNs) as building blocks for local integration. So, your customers aren’t
disappearing, merely moving organisations!
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