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Welcome to this week’s news and updates
from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that also is affected by
other systems.

Key Points so far in 2020
•

NHS Innovation Accelerator has launched a COVID-19 response microsite showcasing evidence-based

•

innovations ready to be implemented across the health and social care system

•

HVivo, a subsidiary of Dublin-based pharmaceutical services company Open Orphan, has signed a contract
with the government to develop a COVID-19 human challenge study model

•

NICE has launched a public consultation on proposals for changing how it selects the topics it will develop
guidance on

•

The UK will join the USA, Canada, Australia, Switzerland, Singapore and Brazil to speed up the approval of
innovative medicines

•

Primary Care Networks – prescribing dashboards – it is possible to drill down to the level of a PCN and
explore their own prescribing patterns and see how these compare to other PCNs across England

•

The Treasury has confirmed the Comprehensive Spending Review will only set departmental budgets for next
year (not the next 3 years), due to the economic disruption caused by COVID-19

•

Crown Commercial Services have published an artificial Intelligence (AI) Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS)
which offers public sector customers a direct route to AI services in the marketplace

•

Health Education and Improvement Wales have developed a strategy, jointly with Social Care Wales, to
address workforce challenges over the next 10 years

•

A commitment of €500m (£452m) in the new Irish budget towards cross-border infrastructure such as the A5
roads project has been given the go ahead. Whilst not health related initially it will lead to patients potentially
moving across the whole of Ireland in the future
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COVID-19 News
National Audit Office – this investigation

MHRA – the National Institute for Biological Standards

provides an account of how public money was used to

and Control (NIBSC) will play a key role in evaluating

increase the number of ventilators available to the

vaccines that have been developed for COVID-19. The

NHS.

institute is one of seven partner laboratories that have
been selected by CEPI (the Coalition for Epidemic

HVivo, a subsidiary of Dublin-based pharmaceutical

Preparedness Innovations) to form a centralised

services company Open Orphan, has signed a contract

laboratory to standardise the measurement of immune

with the government to develop a COVID-19 human

responses generated by multiple COVID-19 vaccine

challenge study model. They will do a ‘challenge trial’

candidates.

to intentionally infect healthy young volunteers with
COVID-19 to hasten the development of a vaccine.

NHS Innovation Accelerator has launched a COVID-19
response microsite showcasing evidence-based

CQC – COVID-19 has exposed and exacerbated

innovations ready to be implemented across the health

existing problems in adult social care. The already

and social care system. The site can be filtered by key

fragile sector faced ‘significant challenges’ around

themes (e.g. managing the backlog, virtual care,

access to PPE, testing and staffing, and

self-management) and is a simple way to identify

coordinated support was less readily available

innovations that have been assessed, are already in

than for the NHS. The report said the long-standing

use and have demonstrated impact.

need for reform, investment and workforce planning in
adult social care has been thrown into ‘stark relief’ by
the pandemic.





Back to contents

Weekly
Newsletter

Other NHS Related News
Queen Elizabeth Hospital King’s Lynn NHS Foundation Trust – is set to get its own School of Nursing thanks to
money from the Government’s Town Deal Accelerated Funding. The bid, supported by the Borough Council of King’s
Lynn & West Norfolk and the Town Deal Board, was developed by the College of West Anglia in partnership with
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. A grant of £597,000 has now been secured to deliver this project which will see high
quality nursing training facilities developed at the college campus. The college will deliver the Level 5 (foundation
degree equivalent) Associate Nursing Apprenticeship to support the future workforce needs of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital.
The University of Manchester announced a gene therapy partnership to ease the lifelong suffering of people with
Hunter syndrome. The University has agreed to a worldwide license and collaborative research funding agreement
with AVROBIO, Inc., a leading clinical-stage gene therapy company with a mission to free people from a lifetime of
genetic disease, based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA.
NICE – has launched a public consultation on proposals for changing how it selects the topics it will develop
guidance on. This proposed approach would move away from the 15 criteria currently used to select topics for
evaluation and provide a clearer and simpler process.
Gov.uk – UK will join the USA, Canada, Australia, Switzerland, Singapore and Brazil to speed up the approval of
innovative medicines. The UK will be joining 2 initiatives bringing together some of the world’s leading regulators to
allow pharmaceutical companies to submit medicines to be reviewed by several countries at the same time,
pooling resources and allowing patients to benefit from earlier access. The two schemes are Project Orbis and
Access consortium.
Manchester University NHS FT – researchers at the University of Manchester and the FT have reportedly found
a new way to successfully use bone marrow transplantation to treat a rare genetic condition which causes
inflammatory bowel disease. The rare disease, called G6PC3 deficiency, affects around one in every million people
and causes inflammation of the bowel, as well as lung infections.
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NHSE has published a letter which sets out the process

Public Health England have published the estimated

by which CCGs can claim centrally held additional funds

rate of tuberculosis (TB) per 100,000 people,

for the Primary care networks additional roles

compiled from World Health Organization (WHO)

reimbursement scheme

data for each country.

Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has

Gov.uk have introduced new regulations to introduce

instructed councils to identify care homes in their areas

changes to the Terms of Service for community

that could be used as dedicated COVID-19 positive care

pharmacy contractors. Some of these changes relate

homes, in an effort to keep patients discharged from

to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, but most are

hospitals from spreading the virus more widely.

changes which were previously agreed as part of the
five-year Community Pharmacy Contractual

Primary Care Networks – prescribing dashboards – it

Framework (CPCF) and were originally planned

is possible to drill down to the level of a PCN and explore

to be introduced in July 2020.

their own prescribing patterns and see how these

The pandemic-related additions to the Terms of

compare to other PCNs across England.

Service are:

NHS Salford CCG – a study shows that a
pharmacist-led, new digital intervention that improves
patient safety when prescribing medication in general
practice, reduced rates of hazardous prescribing by more
than 40 per cent, 12 months after it had been introduced
to 43 GP practices in Salford. Due to its success, plans
are underway to roll it out across Greater Manchester.
NHS England has launched a £755m contract notice
for a pharmaceutical medicines framework for
monoclonal antibodies. It has four lots covering the
supply of a number of key pharmaceutical products,
including annual tranche, cytokine modulators, other
monoclonal antibodies interleukin inhibitors, JAK
inhibitors and medicines for migraine and asthma.
Community mental health transformation funding
all areas are being allocated funding to expand and
transform their community mental health services for
adults with severe mental illnesses. Primary care
networks (PCNs) should work with partners to design
new service models, which will go live from April 2021.
Models should deliver an integrated experience for this
group, who often fall into gaps between primary and
secondary care.

• The introduction of a Pandemic Treatment
Protocol which can be used to allow for the
supply of medicines for the prevention or
treatment of diseases for a current or
anticipated pandemic, such as coronavirus,
if and when this is required.
• The flexible provision of flu and coronavirus
vaccination or immunisation services during
a pandemic, for use during a time of a
declared emergency under the regulations
(as is currently the case). This allows NHS
England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I)
to agree the limiting or stopping of other
pharmaceutical services at specified times
during core or supplementary hours, to
prioritise the administration of such
vaccinations.
• Remote access to services – contractors
must facilitate remote access to their
services to a reasonable extent, where
patients wish to access these services in
that way.
• Owing slips – these may be in an electronic
form as well as a hard copy form.
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The other new regulations, agreed as part of the five-year CPCF include:
• The introduction of the Discharge Medicines Service, as a new Essential service from 1st January 2021.
• The requirement for all pharmacies to meet the Healthy Living Pharmacy Level 1 requirements.
• NHSmail – at least two members of staff to have active personal NHSmail accounts linked to the
pharmacy’s shared premises NHSmail mailbox.
• The pharmacy’s Directory of Services and NHS website profiles are up to date and verifying this each
quarter of the financial year.
• Registering with the MHRA the pharmacy’s shared premises NHSmail mailbox so Central Alerting
System (CAS) alerts are received direct from the MHRA.
• Access to the Electronic Prescription Service (EPS) must be constant and reliable.
• Access to NHS Summary Care Records (SCR) must be constant and reliable in all pharmacies, and should
be accessed when the pharmacist’s clinical judgement considers this appropriate.
• Health campaigns – NHSE&I can request that contractors provide additional information (anonymised if
necessary), to evaluate the effectiveness of the campaign and to support policy development.
• Access to information – NHSE&I may request information from contractors in electronic form which they
would have access to when undertaking a contract monitoring visit and consequently, completion of the
Community Pharmacy Assurance Framework (CPAF) becomes part of the terms of service.

An All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) inquiry on endometriosis highlighted the devastating impact
endometriosis can have on all aspects of a person’s life. They surveyed more than 10,000 people with
endometriosis, and interviewed health care practitioners and those with the condition about their experiences.
Among the findings was that average diagnosis times for endometriosis have not improved in more than a decade
and it still takes eight years on average to get a diagnosis. The inquiry report sets out a series of support measures
it asks all UK governments to commit to.
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NHSE/I are investing an extra £15 million to strengthen mental health support for nurses, paramedics, therapists,
pharmacists and support staff.
The Treasury has confirmed the Comprehensive Spending Review will only set departmental budgets for next year,
due to the economic disruption caused by COVID-19. The Spending Review had been due to set spending totals for
three years, and capital budgets for a further year. However, due to the economic disruption caused by the
pandemic, the Treasury has opted to make the review a single year and will focus on employment support and
helping public services through the pandemic.
East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust – East of England Cancer Alliance and MacMillan Cancer
Support have jointly funded a new cancer care navigator service. This will see four dedicated colleagues based
at Colchester Hospital and a further four in Ipswich. They will contact anyone with a new diagnosis of cancer to
provide advice and signposting, as well as referrals to support groups or other services to help them manage the
practical, emotional and financial challenges they may face.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/
Retirements/Others of Interest
NHSE have appointed Elaine Goodwin as National Homeless Health Nursing Lead. Elaine is currently Clinical
Lead at Leeds Community Health Care NHS Trust.
Manchester Foundation Trust have appointed Gail Meers as Deputy Director of Nursing. Gail currently is Deputy
Director of Nursing at University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust.
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust have appointed the former Chair for Bath and North East
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group, Dr Ian Orpen, as a non-executive director.
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) have appointed Dr Mo Akindolie, Consultant in
Ambulatory Paediatrics at King’s College Hospital, to the role of Associate Registrar.
North Bristol NHS Trust have appointed Maria Kane OBE as the new Chief Executive and she will start in April
2021. she is currently Chief Executive of North Middlesex University Hospital NHS Trust, where she has been in
post since December 2017.
NHS Leeds CCG and Leeds City Council have jointly appointed Leonardo Tantari as the new Chief Digital
Information Officer. Leonardo is expected to take up his post in December or January 2021.
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Airedale NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Amanda Stanford as Chief Nurse. Amanda is currently Director of
Patient Safety & Quality at the Trust.
Bradford District Care NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Mike Woodhead as Director of Finance, Contracts
and Estates. He is currently Joint CFO for NHS Bury CCG and Bury Council and will commence in January 2021.
Lancashire and South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Richard Morgan as Associate Medical
Director of Patient Safety.

Health Technology and Information Update
NHS trusts across Greater Manchester have signed an enterprise imaging deal with Sectra. Eight NHS hospital
trusts in Greater Manchester are to benefit from a medical imaging solution that will transform how healthcare
professionals’ access and review images from patient scans that are crucial to identifying illnesses and delivering
effective care. X-rays, CT scans, ultrasound, MRI scans and an extensive range of other diagnostic images will
flow seamlessly and immediately to appropriate healthcare professionals across Greater Manchester, meaning
better access to the right radiologists and appropriate specialists and faster diagnoses for patients.
Alder Hey Children’s and Liverpool Women’s Hospitals are using new INTouch Health telemedicine robots,
funded by Alder Hey Children’s Charity to treat young patients. This new equipment means that clinicians are still
able to take part in ward rounds, deliver ad hoc emergency medical advice and facilitate urgent reviews for babies
that have just been operated on without having to travel to the relevant hospital site.
Doctorlink has launched an urgent care triage platform for A&E departments. The platform aims to reduce waiting
times by helping patients more quickly access the correct form of clinical care. To use the platform, patients will be
asked to answer a set of questions about their condition on a touchscreen in the A&E, which will help hospital staff
to prioritise visitors.
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Lancashire and South Cumbria Integrated Care

King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has

System (ICS) announced plans to move to a single

selected Healthcare Communications to advance its

electronic patient record across the region.

digital strategy. The patient communications provider will

The procurement is being led by the Lancashire

implement its patient portal and eClinic video

Procurement Cluster (hosted by East Lancashire

consultation platform aimed at increasing patient

Hospitals NHS Trust), with the programme to

safety and staff efficiency.

include Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust, East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust, Lancashire

Tower Hamlets’ Clinical Commissioning Group

and South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust, Lancashire

(CCG) in partnership with London South Bank

Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and

University’s (LSBU) School of Health and Social Care

University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS

are conducting a feasibility study on the viability of a

Foundation Trust.

smartphone app developed by healthy.io designed to
make home urine tests for kidney disease and diabetes

NHSX has launched an on-line portal which provides

easier and spot signs of illness earlier.

NHS frontline staff and the public with access to
national information governance (IG) guidance. The

NHSE have signed a national agreement with Visionable

portal provides advice on using tools such as video

to provide its video platform to connect hospitals and

conferencing, mobile messaging and using your

prisoners. The platform was rolled out initially in March

own device.

to support one prison and it will now be adopted
wider to 114 prisons and young offender institutions,

Medtech Accelerator – the joint funding venture

15 secure children’s homes, and five immigration removal

between Health Enterprise East (HEE), Eastern AHSN

centres. It means a prisoner can use the technology to

(Academic Health Science Network), New Anglia Local

speak remotely with a consultant by using a secure

Enterprise Partners and local councils, has announced

laptop that can only be activated with a remote key held

its latest award of £125,000 to develop a new

by the prison’s own healthcare team, who take the laptop

approach to cervical screening. The award will

to the prisoner’s location.

provide funding to a Cervical Patch Sampling Device
that screens for HPV (Human Papillomavirus) which

Crown Commercial Services have published an

can cause cervical cancer.

artificial Intelligence (AI) Dynamic Purchasing System
(DPS) which offers public sector customers a direct

NHSX has launched a consultation on the draft

route to AI services in the marketplace.

Records Management Code of Practice 2020. This
aims to ensure consistent practice across the health

DigitalHealth.London has announced the 37 NHS staff

and care system. Over time, there have been advances

who have been successful in gaining a place on the third

in technology and changes to the law such as the Data

year of the Digital Pioneer Fellowship. The programme

Protection Act 2018, that have impacted on records

supports change makers employed by NHS organisations

management in the NHS. The 2016 version is still valid

in London and the South East to design and lead

until the consultation has concluded and the new code

transformation projects underpinned by digital

has been finalised.

innovation.
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Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
NHS Grampian and the three Integration Joint Boards have procured eConsult service for their practices.
The service enables patients to submit their symptoms or make a request with their GP by completing a quick
questionnaire. Practices then receive the patient’s history in a concise document, readable within three minutes,
and can then use the patient’s history to decide the best course of action for the patient and how to communicate,
be it face-to-face if required, or via text, phone call or email.

WALES
Health Education and Improvement Wales have developed a strategy, jointly with Social Care Wales, to address
workforce challenges over the next 10 years.
Welsh Government has announced it is providing an extra £10m this year towards supporting university students
during the pandemic. The funding is intended to support activities such as increased mental health services and
student financial hardship funds.
Health Minister Vaughan Gething announced £220m in funding to Prince Charles Hospital, Merthyr Tydfil which
will be used to further refurbish the ground and first floor, having previously benefited from £56m from the Welsh
Government for previous phases of the programme.
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NORTHERN IRELAND
A commitment of €500m (£452m in the new Irish budget towards cross-border infrastructure such as the A5
roads project has been given the go ahead. Whilst not health related initially it will lead to patients potentially
moving across the whole of Ireland in the future.
Southern Health and Social Care Trust has launched a new trial to help speed up lung cancer diagnosis. New CT
scanners can provide a specialised ‘low dose CT scan,’ which is proven to have a high sensitivity to lung cancer,
even in the early stages. The Trust is the first in Northern Ireland to introduce this new fast track system which will
be trialled for six months.

Celtic Nations – NHS Appointments/
Resignations/Retirements/Other of Interest
NHS Fife have reappointed the Rt Hon Tricia Marwick as Chair. This reappointment will be for two years, running
from 1st January 2021 until 31st December 2022.

URCE thoughts
We are at a pivotal moment in 2020. A ‘brexsyndemic’ – a new lexicon to describe the fragility of our
situation:
• Long COVID
• Long Brexit
• Long NHS waiting lists
• Long economic prospects
I have two predictions here as to what areas I think people will pivot towards. The first is chronic disease
management, as delivering some of the risk stratification of patients and dealing with the lower end ones could be
done virtually or remotely perhaps. However, we don’t have the tools yet.
My second prediction is nursing homes. The current clinical systems in place in care homes are patient records not
ward round management devices – so how do you get all the appropriate multidisciplinary team members in a room
at the right time for the right patient with the right plan in place and then manage that over time? I suspect some
solutions for this may exist, I’ve certainly seen products that talk about measuring patients’ vital signs and send
alarms when they go off but that’s not what I’m talking about. I’m talking about bringing together a team of
individuals from different organisations to manage different patients. If anybody knows a good way of doing this
or if a brilliant product exists, I suggest you shout loud and wide.
Happy selling colleagues – and please take care.
Applied Healthcare Academy Ltd
Registered Offices, 117 High Street, Chesham, England, HP5 1DE.

Urce

