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Welcome to this week’s news and updates
from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that also is affected by
other systems.

Key Points so far in 2020
•

Guidance on ‘Long COVID’ is being developed.

•

NHSE – have announced that people suffering ‘Long COVID’ symptoms will be offered specialist help at clinics
across England.

•

GP Referral to Community Pharmacist Consultation Service is to be made available across England.

•

NHS Digital – NHS Sickness Absence Rates for May 2020 are now available.

•

NHS is set to radically overhaul the way MRI, CT and other diagnostic services are delivered for patients, as
recommended by a major report to NHS England. Community diagnostic hubs or ‘one stop shops’ should be
created across the country, away from hospitals.

•

Health Records on Apple iPhone are now available in the UK – the feature brings together hospitals, clinics,
and the existing Health app to provide a fuller snapshot of health.

•

Public Health Scotland’s three-year strategy to improve and protect the health and wellbeing of people in
Scotland has been published.

•

Wales has become the first in the UK to routinely provide DPYD screening to all cancer patients being treated
with certain types of chemotherapy.

•

Northern Ireland’s Medicines Optimisation Innovation Centre (MOIC) and The Association of the British
Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) have announced a new partnership to deliver benefits to patients, NI Health
and Social Care (HSC) and the economy.
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COVID-19 News
Gov.uk published a new national personal protective

COVID-19 diagnostics currently require centralised

equipment (PPE) strategy that it claims will secure an

facilities and collection and distribution of swabs and

‘uninterrupted’ supply of items for staff treating COV-

results are ‘next day’. But a new diagnostic tool being

ID-19 patients this winter.

developed by the University of Warwick and its partner,
Iceni Diagnostics, may enable on-the-spot detection of

A Phase 1 trial of an investigational mRNA vaccine

coronavirus infection without facilities and using a simple

to prevent COVID-19 infection reported in the New

disposable device.

England Journal of Medicine has shown that the vaccine is well-tolerated and generates a strong immune

NICE and the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Net-

response in older adults.

work (SIGN) and RCGP have signed up to develop new
guidelines on persistent effects of COVID-19, sometimes

The COVID-19 virus uses its ‘spike proteins’ to latch

referred to as ‘Long COVID’.

onto and invade human cells. But to do so, the spikes
morph into at least 10 different shapes, according to

A national bespoke system, called NHS e-Review, has

a new study in Nature. Why does the spike protein go

been developed and launched as part of the NHS COV-

through this many conformational changes to infect a

ID-19 Incident Recovery programme. The online system

cell? It ‘may be a way of the virus protecting itself from

has been developed to support clinicians record the

recognition by antibodies.

clinical priority of patients on a waiting list and to identify
alternative pathways for patients if required.
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The government has signed a deal with the UK Rapid Test Consortium (UK-RTC) for 1 million antibody tests. The
British-made antibody testing kits will support nationwide surveillance studies to track the spread of COVID-19 in
the population.
NHSE – have announced that people suffering ‘Long COVID’ symptoms will be offered specialist help at clinics
across England. The plan has 5 key points:
• NICE guidelines.
• Online self-management resources.
• Specialist rehab services.
• Research ££.
• Oversight by Long COVID task force.
Commons health committee (chaired by Jeremy Hunt) announced it would lead a rapid, cross-party investigation
into the UK’s handling of the coronavirus crisis, amid worries a government inquiry will take too long for lessons to
be learned in time. The inquiry will aim to produce interim recommendations along the way. It will hold weekly joint
sessions, with early witnesses set to include Chris Whitty, the chief medical officer for England, and Patrick Vallance,
the government’s top scientific adviser.
NHS patient flow now that COVID-19 is here needs to change and this includes:
•

Identifying and allowing choice for patients of telephone, video or face to face consultations,
scheduling of clinics to optimise the deployment of clinical staff, avoiding DNAs and reassuring
the patients on safe care.

•

Booking, registration and check-in for appointments on-line, where necessary for outpatient, diagnostic or elective care to avoid unnecessary time on site in healthcare facilities.

•

Access to diagnostic tests and assessments either on-line or with targeted appointments.

•

Management of the patient journey through inpatient care, allowing for as much of the preparation as possible
to be done remotely, for example pre-operative assessments, and for tracking capacity and resources to match
need.

•

Management of discharge to speed return to home, or next step facilities.

•

Remote management of follow up actions and reviews – remote monitoring and early warning of deterioration
for those people managing known chronic conditions.
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Other NHS Related News
National Institutes of Health (NIH) – a genetic study

Children’s Commissioner for England – has pub-

has identified neuronal abnormalities in the electrical

lished a major new report examining the impact of the

activity of cortical cells derived from people with a rare

COVID-19 crisis on children. The report, ‘Childhood in

genetic disorder called 22q11.2 deletion syndrome. The

the time of Covid’, calls for a comprehensive recovery

overexpression of a specific gene and exposure to several

package for children and provides a roadmap for what

antipsychotic drugs helped restore normal cellular func-

should be done to help children to recover from their

tioning. The study, published in Nature Medicine, sheds

experiences of the last six months and the ongoing

light on factors that may contribute to the development

crisis.

of mental illnesses in 22q11.2 deletion syndrome and
may help identify possible targets for treatment develop-

Department of Health and Social Care announced

ment.

that it has awarded Think Ahead up to £27m, to fund
at least two further cohorts of the Think Ahead gradu-

University of Bristol and NIHR ARC West have been

ate programme each providing 160 places per year – a

awarded £1.2m by the National Institute for Health

60% increase in the annual intake. The programme

Research to review and evaluate the use of blood tests

offers talented graduates and career-changers, a paid

in primary care. The study will develop testing strategies

route to qualify as mental health social workers, includ-

based on evidence to monitor people with high blood

ing a master’s degree from Middlesex University.

pressure, diabetes and chronic kidney disease in general
practice. This will let patients, doctors and nurses know

Northern Care Alliance NHS Group Board approved

which are the best tests for these conditions, how often

investment & support plans to create The Geoffrey

to test patients, and how to use the results.

Jefferson Institute for Brain Research at Salford Royal NHS Trust (p130). This is an exciting & pioneering

GP Referral to Community Pharmacist Consultation

partnership arrangement with the University of Man-

Service is to be made available across England – GP

chester. It will be the largest and leading brain research

practices across England will be able to refer patients

institute in the country.

with minor illnesses asking for a GP appointment, for a
same day consultation with a community pharmacist, as

Derbyshire Community Health Services NHS Foun-

part of a new referral pathway to the NHS Community

dation Trust, Hounslow and Richmond Community

Pharmacist Consultation Service (CPCS). Findings from a

Health Trust and Birmingham Community Health-

pilot in the Bristol, North Somerset and South Glouces-

care Foundation Trust have all been featured by the

tershire area saw thousands of patients using the service.

Care Quality Commission as leading examples of how

PCNs are encouraged to implement the service as part of

NHS teams are responding to COVID-19 with innova-

the Structured Medication and Medicines Optimisation

tion & inspiration.

Service Specification and NHS England and NHS Improvement will commission this service from pharmacies

The white paper on devolution and local recov-

from across England from November. General practice

ery was due to be published this autumn, but has been

and pharmacy teams will be working together on local

postponed until next year as the government continues

arrangements for referral of minor illnesses to pharmacy.

to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, according to





Back to contents

Weekly
Newsletter

Bob Kerslake, former head of the civil service and chair of the UK2070 Commission, and reported in the FT. Single
unitary councils in England could deliver £3bn in savings over five years, according to a report commissioned by the
County Council Network which is even more vital now to safeguard social care services.
NHS Digital – NHS Sickness Absence Rates May 2020, Provisional Statistics. The overall sickness absence rate
for England was 4.7%. This is down from 6.2% in April 2020 and slightly higher than May 2019 (4.0%). The North
West region reported the highest sickness absence rate at 5.6%. London reported the highest sickness absence rate
in April 2020 (7.2%). The South West remained unchanged as the region reporting the lowest sickness absence rate
at 3.8% down from 4.5% in April 2020. Ambulance Trusts had the highest sickness absence rate at 5.3%, down
from 7.3% in April 2020. Clinical Commissioning Groups had the lowest sickness absence rate at 1.8%.
Flu immunisation programme and COVID-19 – the 2020 to 2021 national flu immunisation programme will be
the largest one to date, offering 30 million people a flu vaccine. This resource focuses on the delivery of the programme, co-infection of flu and COVID-19 and calls to action for the wider health economy and local authorities.

IPSOS Mori have published a report on ‘The Future of Market Access: Three Disruptors & Three Enablers’, in which
they identify disruptive trends that will shape the healthcare landscape of the future and explore enablers that can
facilitate a company’s ability to successfully deliver value and access in the future.
NHS Hillingdon – a GP partner in West London has been issued with contract termination notices for failing to
cooperate with the local PCN. The GMS and PMS contracts for 2019/20 say practices are contractually obliged to
cooperate with PCNs ‘whether or not’ they are signed up to the network DES.
NHS is set to radically overhaul the way MRI, CT and other diagnostic services are delivered for patients, a major
report to NHS England recommends. Community diagnostic hubs or ‘one stop shops’ should be created across
the country, away from hospitals, so that patients can receive life-saving checks close to their homes. The centres
could be set up in free space on the high street or retail parks. NHS England and Improvement has set up a national
Diagnostics Programme Board, co-chaired by Professor Stephen Powis, National Medical Director for England, and
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Hugh McCaughey, National Director of Improvement, to coordinate implementation of this report. These must have
Clinical Leadership and be fully integrated with NHS pathology to ensure quality of delivery, integration of public
health data and the sharing of best practice and scientific knowledge. Mike Richards also recommends in the report
for phlebotomy services to be run from community pharmacies to allow patients to give blood samples without
having to go to hospital.
NHSE/I Board approved a report on Delivering a ‘Net Zero’ National Health Service. The report provides a detailed
account of the NHS’ modelling and analytics underpinning the latest NHS carbon footprint, trajectories to net
zero and the interventions required to achieve that ambition. It lays out the direction, scale and pace of change. It
describes an iterative and adaptive approach, which will periodically review progress and aims to increase the level
of ambition over time. Estates, transport and devices will be key.
Primary care networks (PCNs) are to offer thousands of patients a holistic review of their medication, to help
them stay healthy and remain independent. The guidance supports PCN clinical pharmacy teams with implementation of the structured medication review (SMR) and optimisation service requirements in the Network Contract
Directed Enhanced Service Specification in 2020/21. PCNs are asked to consider all aspects of the guidance when
planning, implementing and delivering the service. It outlines how each PCN will identify and prioritise patients who
would benefit from a SMR, including those:
• in care homes
• with complex and problematic polypharmacy, specifically those on 10 or more medications
• on medicines commonly associated with medication errors
• with severe frailty, who are particularly isolated or housebound or who have had recent hospital
admissions and/or falls
• using potentially addictive pain management medication.
North West London CCG – the proposal to merge the eight Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) in North West
London has been rejected, after a draft constitution for a single CCG did not receive enough backing from GP practice members.
The CQC has published its developing strategy, including a focus on digital transformation and new services, ahead
of a formal consultation process of the strategy in January. The document highlights some of the changes the regulator wants to make, which is said to have been largely accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic. An engagement
process has opened to gather feedback on the draft strategy over the next two months.
Cancer Research UK have published a report entitled Early Detection and Diagnosis of Cancer: a Roadmap to the
Future, identifying ‘a pressing need to see a paradigm shift in our ability to accurately detect and diagnose cancer at
an early stage to transform health outcomes’.
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MHRA – are consulting on draft new guidance to help developers of similar biological products (also known as
biosimilars) more clearly understand the requirements for biosimilar products in the UK. This guidance is based on
the current EMA biosimilar guidance, with additional details about:
• UK reference products
• the lack of requirement for in vivo studies in animals
• the changes in the requirement for a comparative efficacy trial in most cases.
Department of Health and Social Care, Public Health England (PHE) and the NHS have published a leaflet for
the public, which explains why some people eligible for flu vaccination are being asked to wait to get vaccinated.
This follows significant early demand for flu vaccinations being seen this season, with some pharmacies and general
practices already having run out of initial supplies of the vaccine.
AHSN Network are supporting a new national funding initiative led by the Health Foundation, that helps healthcare provider organisations to adopt innovation faster. Launched with support from England’s 15 Academic Health
Science Networks, the Adopting Innovation programme has opened for expressions of interest. It will help establish
four innovation hubs across the UK – to be set up by provider organisations in collaboration with local health systems and AHSNs – with up to £475,000 funding per hub.
Gov.uk – £400m support for mental health- dormitory accommodation in mental health facilities in the UK is set
to become a thing of the past in the next four years, following a new £400m funding package committed by the
Government to eradicate their use. Announced on World Mental Health Day, the Government pledge builds on the
£250m funding announced back in July to remove outdated dormitories from UK facilities, as part of the investment into NHS infrastructure.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/
Retirements/Others of Interest
Stockport Foundation Trust have appointed Nicola Firth as Chief Nurse. Nicola is currently Director of nursing
and COO at Oldham Local Care Organisation -part of the Northern Health Alliance.
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Health Technology and
Information Update
Black Country Pathology Services is progressing with

NHS East London Foundation Trust have appointed

an initiative to digitally connect its laboratory network

Gill Williams as the first Trust-wide Director of Social

including four NHS trusts. The Dudley Group, Sandwell

Work. Gill is a qualified social worker and an AMHP

and Birmingham, Walsall Healthcare, and The Royal

and will start her new role in mid-October, moving

Wolverhampton will be using the CliniSys laboratory

from her current position as Borough Director for Ne-

information system to support a regional ‘hub and spoke’

wham and Tower Hamlets.

model. Once the system is rolled-out, a central lab in
Wolverhampton and ‘hot labs’ will support the hospitals

Isle of Wight NHS trust – the education team have

in the network. The group has gone live in cellular pathol-

appointed Charlie Croucher as practice development

ogy in order to support the roll-out of a new screening

lead. Charlie is currently Sister of the stroke neuro ward

process for cervical cancer in the Black Country. It has

at the IOW NHS trust.

also chosen CliniSys ICE order communications and
results reporting solution, serving 1,000 GPs and 14

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group have

colposcopy clinics across the region.

appointed Robin Tuddenham, who has been chief executive of Calderdale council since 2017 as their account- The Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care
able officer. Robin is part of the of a number of council

Record programme plans to roll-out its shared care

chiefs who also head up their local CCG.

record. The platform will ensure health and care records
for patients across the region will be available to author-

Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

ised health and social care practitioners. The programme

have appointed Sajid Azeb as their new chief operating

includes GP practices within Coventry and Warwick-

officer. He was deputy COO at Leeds Teaching Hospital

shire, Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS

NHS trust.

Trust, University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire
NHS Trust, George Eliot Hospital NHS Trust, South War-

Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Foundation Trust have

wickshire NHS Foundation Trust, Coventry City Coun-

appointed Andrea Lewis as Chief Nurse. Andrea Lewis

cil, Warwickshire County Council and West Midlands

was appointed as Interim Chief Nurse from December

Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust.

2019. Andrea has been successfully working in the

The first phase of the ICR will include the GP practice

Trust for over two years, in the roles of Deputy Chief

medical record, basic secondary care and mental health

Nurse-Corporate Services and Associate Director of

data and radiology and pathology results.

Operations for Emergency Services.
South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust
NHSE Chief Nursing Officer Ruth May is putting

has deployed Oxehealth’s digital care assistant in the

research centre stage in her team and has appointed

seclusion suite of a ward. The technology consists of

Jo Cooper (Assistant Director of Nursing Nottingham

a wall-mounted device and software, which includes

University Hospital) as her new head of nursing research a Vital Signs module that can measure breathing and
and Professor Alison Richardson (Director of NIHR ARC

pulse rate, without the need for a device or wires to be

Wessex) as her new head of research transformation.

attached to the skin.
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The ward is a seclusion suite so clinical staff supporting patients can obtain vital signs information, without entering
their room to carry out a physical examination.
NHSX have announced that all Care Homes will be given free iPads to help residents keep in touch with their families. Up to 11,000 iPad tablets, worth £7.5m, will be distributed.
CONSORT 2010 statement – latest reporting guidelines to support interventions involving artificial intelligence in
clinical trials has been published (AI).
NHS Supply Chain has launched a new framework to provide a compliant purchasing route for a wide range of
robotic surgical equipment for NHS hospital trusts across England. The framework covers two areas: minimally-invasive surgery and spinal and neurological surgery. The Robotic Medical Equipment, Associated Accessories and
Consumables Framework runs for two years, with the option to extend for up to a further two years. It includes
seven specialist UK, US and Germany-based suppliers which manufacture bespoke robots.
Online consultations in general practice – most practices now have access to an online consultation system to
support total triage and use of these systems has been steadily increasing. However, some practices are finding that
the product chosen in their area doesn’t meet their needs. Where practices are considering using a different system
to the one currently in place, they are being encouraged to speak to their commissioner first before moving to a new
product. This is to support a collaborative approach to digitisation and benefits of at scale working.
High impact intervention guides on Advice & Guidance (A&G) – the NHSE Elective Care Recovery & Transformation programme has recently published high impact intervention guides on Advice & Guidance (A&G) to support
the recovery of elective services. A&G services provide a digital communication channel between primary and
secondary care. This enables closer collaboration between GPs and consultants around the needs of patients and
enhances shared decision making.
Public Health England produce National General Practice Profiles that are designed to support GPs and PCNs to
ensure that they are providing effective and appropriate healthcare services for their local population.
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In addition to viewing individual practice profiles, you

snapshot of health. You can securely view and store your

can view summary profiles for PCNs, CCGs and other

medical records right on your iPhone, with your privacy

higher geographies. Each practice can be compared

protected at all times. Oxford University Hospitals and

with the CCG or PCN and England.

Milton Keynes Hospitals are the first to use this. This
means patients can chose to create a direct connection

North West London Collaboration of CCGs has

between the hospital and their iPhone, allowing them to

rolled out a new diagnostic tool to help detect cancer

see a central view of their medical record including lab

at an early stage. The tool (C the Signs) has been de-

results, medications, procedures, allergies, conditions, vital

veloped by NHS doctors and uses artificial intelligence

signs and immunizations. It also notifies patients when

technology to identify patients with suspected cancer,

their data is updated.

or who may be at risk of cancer. It is already being
used by almost 1000 GPs in South West London and
the tool has now been rolled out to 400 GP practices

Celtic Nations News

across Brent, Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham, Harrow, Hillingdon, Hounslow, Kensington & Chelsea, and
Westminster. The aim of the tool is to support GPs in
monitoring and supporting patients who are at risk of
cancer, aiming to make earlier identifications.
NHS Digital has now rolled out EPS Phase 4 to all GP
practices using the TPP SystmOne GP and EMIS systems NHS Digital supported the rollout of EPS Phase 4
to many more practices to support patients in getting
their medicines during what is expected to be a busy
winter season for healthcare providers. Following the
Autumn Phase 4 rollout, more than 90% of GP practices now have prescribing systems which can send
Phase 4 prescriptions. Under Phase 4 electronic prescriptions have become the default, thereby reducing
the amount of paperwork generated and making the

Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC) and
Glasgow City Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) –
two new mental health wards have opened at Stobhill
ACH (New Stobhill Hospital) with the design of the facility marking the future of inpatient care in mental health
facilities in Scotland.
Scottish Government have issued a framework to support the recovery and re-mobilisation of specialist pain
management services. NHS boards are being asked to

process more COVID-safe.

set out actions being taken to get pain services up and

Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust

their local area.

has gone live with an electronic patient record from
Servelec. The Rio software replaces the trusts current
electronic patient record (EPR) supplied by Advanced

running again and improve the support being offered in

Scotland’s NHS boards and social care providers are to
share a £1.1bn boost to help with continuing coronavi-

Health and Care.

rus work as winter approaches. Funding for health and

Health Records on Apple iPhone are now availa-

the 2020-21 Budget. More than £100m was delivered

ble in the UK – the feature brings together hospitals,
clinics, and the existing Health app to provide a fuller

social care has surpassed £15bn for the first time under
in excess of Barnett consequentials to support frontline
services as part of the overall uplift.
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The University of St. Andrews will be able to award medical and dentistry degrees through a new Bill introduced
to the Scottish Parliament which amends existing legislation to give it the same rights as other universities.
Public Health Scotland’s three year strategy to improve and protect the health and wellbeing of people in Scotland has been published.
NHS Grampian – recently published figures show that NHS Grampian is the only Health Board in Scotland to miss
a government guideline for cancer treatment times. The number of people who waited longer than recommended
31-day standard for cancer treatment rose in the second quarter of this year.
NHS SHETLAND’s overspend this financial year stood at £2.8 million by the end of August, with COVID-19 the
primary cause.
NHS Ayrshire and Arran and Caring for Ayrshire announced on social media that some clinic appointments are
being moved to the NHS Louisa Jordan, the hospital set-up in the city’s exhibition centre to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. The decision follows ‘huge pressure’ being put on Ayrshire’s hospitals meaning they cannot see as
many patients in usual clinics due to social distancing.

WALES
Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board – maternity services are continuing to improve according to an
independent panel put in place following a damning review in 2019. The Health minister has described progress as
commendable.
All Wales Medicines Strategy Group has recommended:
• Bedaquiline (Sirturo) for the treatment of tuberculosis that affects the lungs when the disease has be
come resistant to other antibiotics.
• Doravirine (Pifeltro) for the treatment of HIV infection in people aged 18 years and older. It must be used
in combination with other medicines for HIV. It is not suitable to treat infections caused by HIV that is
resistant to doravirine.





•
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Doravirine/lamivudine/tenofovir disoproxil (Delstrigo) for the treatment of adults infected with HIV-1
without past or present evidence of resistance to the non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NN
RTI) class, lamivudine, or tenofovir.

Wales has become the first in the UK to routinely provide all cancer patients being treated with certain types of
chemotherapy DPYD screening to identify their risk of severe side effects and help prevent this occurring. An estimated 10% of patients prescribed fluoropyrimidine drugs, which are widely used for the treatment of cancer, can
develop severe, sometimes life-threatening side effects.
NHS Wales has approval for a National Programme to roll out cancer Rapid Diagnostic Centres throughout Wales.
A pilot Rapid Diagnosis Centre service at Neath Port Talbot Hospital has been found to reduce waiting times for
some patients by up to 92%.
The Minister for Health and Social Services Vaughn Gething MS has said that he expects it to be several years
and or at least a full term of the Welsh Parliament before the NHS gets to grips with the backlog of health related
issues in Wales.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Southern Health and Social Care Trust’s ‘antiquated estate’ is hindering its fight against COVID-19, the Trust’s
Board has been told. Chief Executive of the Trust, Shane Devlin, said it is difficult to ensure “enough space for
people to physically distance” within Trust premises. These words were supported by the Trust’s Director of Older
People and Primary Care, Melanie McClements, who said the lack of side rooms with en-suites was a hinderance in
the fight against COVID-19.
Health Minister Robin Swann launched a new COVID-19 Surge Planning Strategic Framework for Northern Ireland. Key initiatives in the plan include:
• The establishment of a regional cancer reset cell to oversee the resumption of screening, diagnosis and
treatment of cancer patients in clinically safe environments as quickly as possible, and to protect these
services as much as possible in the event of further potential surges of COVID-19.
• Action to capture learning in relation to care homes to mitigate future transmission of the virus in those
settings.
• Establishing dedicated centres for day case and orthopaedic procedures.
• The continued availability of the critical care capacity at NI’s first Nightingale facility at Belfast City Hos
pital’s Tower Block.
• The additional ICU capacity at the City Hospital’s Nightingale facility will only be needed in the event of
an extreme surge in demand for intensive care.
• The Tower Block will remain a protected site for cancer and other specialist surgery for as long possible.
• The additional step-down capacity at NI’s second Nightingale facility at Whiteabbey Hospital.
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Simon Community NI, a charity, which provides homelessness shelter and support have secured £500k from the
National Lottery Community Fund NI to recruit six wellbeing practitioners based across five of the country’s health
trusts. Operating within 14 of the charity’s hostels, the specialist programme will integrate a range of psychosocial
interventions and harm reduction techniques to improve client health, save lives and end homelessness.
Northern Ireland’s Medicines Optimisation Innovation Centre (MOIC) and The Association of the British
Phar-maceutical Industry (ABPI) have announced a new partnership to deliver’ benefits to patients, NI Health and
Social Care (HSC) and the economy. Starting with the bold aim of eradicating Hepatitis C in Northern Ireland, the
organ-isations will put in place a new framework to improve patient access to the latest treatments, make more
effective use of HSC resources and increase cross-sector medical research.

Celtic Nations – NHS Appointments
Resignations/Retirements/Other of Interest
NHS Fife have appointed Carol Potter as the Board’s new Chief Executive. Carol Potter previously served in a
dual role as NHS Fife’s Director of Finance and Deputy Chief Executive, before being appointed Interim Chief
Executive in January 2020. Carol has more than 25 years experience in variety of roles across NHS Scotland.
Welsh Government – realignment of key Ministerial portfolios. Minister for Health and Social Services Vaughan
Gething will focus solely on Wales’ twin priorities of responding to coronavirus and NHS performance and delivery.
Eluned Morgan will take on a new role as Minister for Mental Health, Wellbeing and the Welsh Language,
acknowl-edging the longer-term impact of the virus on people’s mental health and wellbeing. She will assume
Ministerial responsibility for mental health services, dementia, autism, substance misuse, veterans’ health, patient
experience and the obesity strategy, working alongside Vaughan Gething.
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URCE thoughts…
So primary care is:
• in the midst of a pandemic
• staring down the barrel of a second wave
• delivering the biggest flu campaign ever
• preparing for usual winter pressures
• continuing to manage post-lockdown rebound in demand
• delivering enhanced care home support
• being told to maintain face to face access plus total triage
• facing an ongoing threat to their workforce from self-isolation rules
• expecting PCN’s to deliver on new DES specifications
• CQC visiting restarting.
General practice is like an incontinence product: very, very absorbent – up to a point, after which it will get very
messy… The PCN Network DES has twelve fully-funded roles for PCNs to deploy with two more from April. How is
your company responding to these?

It is clear we must all move to more self-care – a big push coming from professional groups on this.
Happy selling colleagues – and please take care.

Applied Healthcare Academy Ltd
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