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Welcome to the first issue of this month’s
news and updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that also is affected by
other systems

Key Points so far in 2020
•

Joint committee on vaccination and immunisation (JCVI) has set out an 11-tier priority list for the rollout of
vaccination against the COVID-19 virus.

•

National Institute for Health Protection (NIHP) – the government has published plans for protecting and
improving the public’s health, including the creation of the National Institute for Health Protection (NIHP) and
dissolution of Public Health England.

•

NHSE have announced £150m to upgrade, reduce overcrowding and improve infection control in 25 A&E departments ahead of winter – this is on top of the £300m for 117 Trusts that has already been announced.

•

Gov.uk announced £8.7m funding for 7 Trusts to introduce digital records and e-prescribing.

•

If you are looking to win public sector work, you could soon have to make it clearer in your proposals, how
you plan to help the government deliver its social value priorities. A newly released PPN introduces requirements, from 1 January 2021.

•

Public Health Scotland have published Healthcare Associated Infections Annual Report 2019.

•

Audit Wales suggests 10 opportunities for how NHS Wales can look at planned care systems going forward.

•

And we are moving to a weekly newsletter from November!
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COVID-19 News
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust – a highly

A fourth large-scale COVID-19 vaccine trial begins

accurate 90-minute COVID-19 test called CovidNudge,

in the United States. The trial is designed to evaluate

has produced almost perfect results when used by NHS

if the investigational Janssen COVID-19 vaccine (JNJ-

staff and patients during the peak of the pan-demic. It

78436725) can prevent symptomatic COVID-19 after

has been trialled and used successfully across eight

a single dose regimen. Up to 60,000 volunteers will be

London hospitals, including at Imperial College

enrolled in the trial at up to nearly 215 clinical research

Healthcare NHS Trust, and is due to be rolled out at a

sites in the United States and internationally.

national level. The UK government recently placed an
order for 5.8 million of the testing kits.

National Institutes of Health and their collaborators
findings explain why some people with COVID-19 de-

Department of Health and Social Care – tender looking

velop severe disease. The researchers found that more

for an end-to-end management of all associ-ated supply

than 10% of people who develop severe COVID-19 have

chain and logistics processes along the COVID-19 testing

misguided antibodies―autoantibodies―that attack the

activities via various channels.

immune system rather than the virus that causes the disease. Another 3.5% or more of people who develop severe

The total cost of the NHS COVID-19 contact-trac-ing

COVID-19 carry a specific kind of genetic mutation that

app is expected to top £35m. The figures were revealed

impacts immunity.

during a Public Accounts Committee hearing about
digitisation in the NHS.

Test and Trace – the journey so far – worth a read.
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Google has released new functionality to overlay COVID cases data on Google Maps. Data from 220 countries is
used to overlay Google Maps, enabling a user to drill down to a location to understand key metrics, such as the seven-day average of new COVID cases per 100,000 people. The data comes from several sources including the World
Health Organization, government health ministries, along with state and local health agencies and hospitals.
Joint committee on vaccination and immunisation (JCVI) has set out an 11-tier priority list for the rollout of
vaccination against the COVID-19 virus. The committee makes clear its advice could change based on factors such
as how the virus is spreading at the time a vaccine becomes available, and how effective and well tolerated it is
among high-risk older adults. If the first vaccine available is not suitable for older patients, health and social care
workers could become first in line.

Other NHS related News
RCGP – the Personalised Care Institute (PCI), a virtual organisation for evidence-based personalised care training,
convened by the Royal College of GPs in partnership and funded by NHS England and Improvement was launched
in September. The PCI will set standards for evidence-based training, offering workers from across health and care
sectors access to accredited personalised care training and development.
NHS Bradford and Craven CCG and Bradford Metropolitan District Council have commissioned a new digital
counselling support service from Quell.
The University of Nottingham has revealed it is developing a testing service to identify those who have coronavirus but are not showing symptoms to stop them spreading the virus further. is aiming to provide its workforce,
students and the wider community with extra testing capacity beyond the national system. The institution is hoping
the new ‘Asymptomatic Testing Service’ will help tackle transmission among students and staff and will involve
individuals volunteering themselves for testing, with any positive cases confirmed through a government test linked
to its ‘Test and Trace’ system.
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National Institute for Health Protection (NIHP) – the government has published plans for protecting and improving the public’s health, including the creation of the National Institute for Health Protection (NIHP).
University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Hospital Trust (UHMBT) and Lancashire Teaching
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (LTHTr) are moving forward as part of the second phase of Government’s Health
Infrastructure Plan (HIP). LTHTr and UHMBT have agreed to work collaboratively to maximise seed funding and
healthcare opportunities to develop infrastructure plans which will range in scale across the region.

Moorfields Eye Hospital have quadrupled the number

tory medicine at Imperial College London, is leading the

of cataract operations taking place at the trust in a single

study which is under a UK-South Korea collaboration.

week as part of a new initiative to help clear surgical
waiting lists, which have been significantly affected by

Deloittes have launched a Health Tech Catalyst inno-

COVID-19. Started on 14 September, this ambitious pro-

vation hub in Birmingham. The aim of the Health Tech

ject, known as the ‘cataract drive’, is the first of its kind in

Catalyst is to accelerate health tech innovation in the

the UK.

Midlands and beyond, to help improve people’s health
and wellbeing.

Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and The Royal
Bournemouth and Christchurch Hospitals NHS Founda-

UKRI EPSRC Transformative Healthcare Technolo-

tion Trust have merged following approval by both trusts

gies for 2050 have awarded £11.5 million to Imperial

boards of directors and councils of governors on Tuesday

College London – £5.5m for AI-based brain monitoring

15 September. NHS England and Improvement issued

for stroke and Parkinson’s and £6m for Robotic muscles

the legal orders to authorise that the two trusts joined on

project.

Thursday 1 October to create University Hospitals Dorset
NHS Foundation Trust.

Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS Trust has
launched its own apps library to extend the support

AHSN Network – Spirometry training in primary care –

offered to patients. The trust is the first in the UK to

a delivery model for spirometry training in primary care.

launch a dedicated library of reviewed mental health

(It is advised currently that only ARTP standard trained

apps for patients with anxiety or depression. The apps

staff should undertake spirometry testing and interpreta-

will also be embedded into its improving access to

tion, this advice will become mandatory from April 2021). psychological therapies (IAPT) service.
Medical Research Council (MRC) have awarded £2.3m

East Staffordshire CCG (part of the emerging Staf-

for an international study looking at personalised med-

fordshire & Stoke-on-Trent CCG) were successful in

icine for patients with severe asthma. The PRISM study

gaining national money to fund Midlands Partnership

(PRecision Intervention in Severe asthMa) aims to in-

Foundation Trust to employ Education Mental Health

troduce personalised medicine to ensure the right med-

Practitioners who are supporting 28 schools in the East

ications are prescribed to the right patients. Professor

Staffordshire area. The team is working with partici-

Fan Chung, respiratory consultant at Royal Brompton &

pating primary, middle, secondary and special schools

Harefield NHS Foundation Trust and professor of respira-

to offer targeted support to children and young people
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experiencing low level mental health and emotional wellbeing difficulties such as low mood and anxiety.
NHSE have announced £150m to upgrade, reduce overcrowding and improve infection control ahead of winter in
25 A&Es this winter, this is on top of the £300m for 117 Trusts already announced.
NHSE also announced NHS 111 is to be piloted as ‘front door’ for urgent care so patients can access the right service and avoid unnecessary visits to emergency departments. A consultation before December will be launched on
A&E performance measurements to ensure they reflect modern emergency care and deliver what patients need.
NHSE – Chief Nurse announced an all-England Plan for Learning Disability Nursing. Another one for mental health
nursing is underway, for launch later this year. Each plan sets out a range of ambitions to attract, retain, develop
and celebrate people in these roles, and the value and contribution of each respective branch.
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) has revealed a £74.99m overspend last year and is predicting a £54m overspend this year.

Gov.uk announced £8.7m funding for 7 Trusts to introduce digital records and e-prescribing. This funding is the
third wave from a £78m pot to improve patient care by speeding up the implementation of electronic prescribing
systems across the NHS over 3 years with £16.2m being awarded in 2018 to 2019, £29.4m was awarded in 2019
to 2020 and another £12m will be invested later this year.
The 7 NHS trusts receiving this fund are:
• Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust: £ 1,700,000
• Solent NHS Trust: £988,000
• Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust: £637,000
• United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust: £1,258,000
• North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS Trust: £2,000,000
• East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust: £1,595,000
• Birmingham Community NHS Trust: £531,000.
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Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership (STP) are working via the Cheshire and Merseyside Radiology Network on the development of rapid diagnostic centres, to support earlier & faster cancer diagnosis.
NICE have published new indicators for general practice. The indicators measure outcomes that reflect the quality of
care, or processes linked, by evidence, to improved outcomes. There are three indicators published:
• General practice indicators suitable for use in the QOF
• General practice indicators suitable for use outside of the QOF
• Clinical Commissioning Group indicators.
The indicators can be used to:
• identify where improvements are needed
• set priorities for quality improvement and support
• create local performance dashboards
• benchmark performance against national data
• support local quality improvement schemes
• demonstrate progress that local health systems are making on outcomes.
Gov.uk announced a new adult social care winter plan to curb the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) infections in
care settings throughout the winter months. This includes:
• Supporting the sector with an additional £546m Infection Control Fund, to help with the extra costs of
infection prevention and control measures – including the payment of care workers who are self-isolating
in line with government guidelines.
• DHSC is scaling up PPE distribution to make free PPE available for all adult social care providers and
care workers through to March 2021. All CQC registered adult social care providers can now register on
the PPE portal and order limits will be increasing over the coming weeks. The wider PPE needs of the sector
will also be supported.
• All but essential movement of staff between care homes will be stopped.
• Further steps will be taken to reduce the risks of visiting in care homes. Visits are important for the well
being of residents and loved ones, but with higher rates of COVID-19 in the community, extra precautions
will be needed including supervision of visitors to make sure social distancing and infection prevention and
control measures are adhered to.
• Designated ‘areas of intervention’ must not allow visiting except in exceptional circumstances, such as
end-of-life.
• A Chief Nurse for Adult Social Care will be appointed to provide leadership to the social care nursing
workforce.
• A new dashboard will monitor care home infections and provide data to help local government and care
providers respond quicker.
NHS Castle Point and Rochford CCG have commissioned Kids Inspire, Open Door and Mind as a partnership to
deliver a specialist early intervention service for children and young people with emerging mental health issues. The
three organisations will see children and young people with low level depression, anxiety, low mood, worries and
concerns arising from Covid-19.
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NICE – in new draft guidance, NICE approved andexanet alfa for reversing anticoagulation from apixaban or rivaroxaban in adults with life-threatening or uncontrolled gastrointestinal (GI) bleeding. The treatment is not approved
for the management of bleeds elsewhere in the body and is only approved for intracranial haemorrhage (ICH) in the
research setting. The draft decision is a U-turn on NICE’s initial decision not to approve andexanet alfa back in April
2020. At that time NICE referred to limitations in the clinical evidence submitted by the company.

Airedale NHS Foundation Trust has opened its new SurgiCube operation unit, becoming the first hospital in Yorkshire and one of the first trusts in the country to use the new technology. The unit enables the hospital to perform
microsurgeries, such as cataract surgery, quickly and safely. SurgiCube creates a clean operating room using a mobile surgical hood, which provides an ultra-clean airflow directly around the operating area where it is needed. This
is said to significantly reduce the risk of infection for the patient.
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group has conducted a review of all 82 stand-alone and branch doctors’ surgeries which currently operate in Somerset. In the AGM board report they identify ‘we currently have 14 practices
identified as requiring support, either because they require larger premises, or because their current premises are
recognised as requiring improvement.’
DHSC has given the NHS a £28m pot to boost international recruitment and cover costs such as flights, airport
transfers and accommodation for nurses to help get them into the UK. It will also be looking to agree deals directly
with governments of other countries to create pipelines for future recruits. NHSE Chief Nurse has confirmed 6,500
international nurses were already ‘on the order book’ to join the NHS, with dozens of nurses having travelled to the
UK from India.
NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS) – The Drug Tariff Category M pricelist for October 2020 has been
published on the NHS BSA website.
NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) have published guidance on the Part 2 Pharmacy Quality
Scheme (PQS) 2020/21. This guidance builds on the information on the PQS contained within the September Drug
Tariff.
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The Centre for Perioperative Care (CPOC), Get it

Primary Care Networks: amendment to the Network

Right First Time (GIRFT) and British Association of Day

Contract Directed Enhanced Service for 2020/21.

Surgery (BADS)  have published the ‘National Day Sur-

Following discussion and agreement with GPC England,

gery Delivery Pack.’ Day surgery should be the default

NHS England and NHS Improvement has published an

setting for more than just the 200 procedures identified

amendment to the Network Contract Directed Enhanced

by BADS. This would not only improve patient care and

Service for 2020/21. The amended DES updates the

satisfaction, but would also be highly cost-effective,

terms of the 2020/21 Network Contract DES, and

improve efficiency, improve staff retention and morale

applies from 1 October 2020 to all practices who are

and reduce the demand for inpatient beds.

signed up to the DES.
The changes in brief are:

Lincolnshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust – an

• The clinical lead for the Enhanced Health in

empty teenage mental health unit near Sleaford is to

Care Homes service requirements can now

undergo a £400,000 transformation into a new 15-bed

be a non-GP.
• The introduction of two new Additional Roles

mental health ward for women. The new ward will help
to reduce the number of patients travelling outside of

Reimbursement Scheme (ARRS) roles – nurse

Lincolnshire for hospital care.

associates and trainee nursing associates.
• Detail on the Investment and Impact

North Yorkshire CCG has now fully adopted the over-

Fund (worth £24.25m). This is, in effect,

the-counter medicines guidance from NHS England, in

a PCN wide QOF. Most interestingly, the do

line with other CCGs across the Humber, Coast and Vale

main relating to over 65’s receiving the flu

integrated care system. Last year, the NHS in North

vaccination is aimed at increasing

Yorkshire spent more than £4m on prescription items

collaboration with providers in the network.

that are available over-the-counter.

This is being done by linking achievement to
the total number of vaccines provided across

University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust have

the network, no matter who delivers them.

submitted plans to build a new centre for endoscopy at
the Glenfield Hospital. The proposed site is to the north

Getting It Right First Time (GIRFT) programme have

of the hospital and has been historically only a lawn

published their ophthalmology report. It recommends all

area at the front of Baldwin Lodge.

trusts perform routine cataract surgery in 30 minutes
or less, allowing even more patients to have vision-re-

University Hospitals of North Midlands (UNHM)

storing treatment. It also recommends cataract patients

NHS Trust was placed in the financial special measures

without complications could also receive their follow-up

category in 2017 to try to tackle its deficit problem. For

care closer to home via optometrists in the community,

2019/20, it was given a target of reducing the funding

without the need to return to hospital. Making the best

gap to £32m – and offered £32m if it met that chal-

use of hospital theatre time allocated for routine cataract

lenge. The target was not only met but exceeded, with

surgery will enable more patients to be treated, and more

a surplus of £5.2 million for the year. They also received

quickly.

an additional £1.1m to support the costs of responding
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Trust hopes this takes

GP practice receptionists will be able to refer patients

them out of the financial special measures.

for a pharmacy consultation from this autumn, after NHS
England reached an agreement with the Pharmaceutical
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Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC). This comes as a pilot across Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire showed the community pharmacy consultation service (CPCS) helped to free up appointments and reduce
demand from patients with minor illness, enabling GPs to focus on more complex cases.
The Independent Commission on the College of the Future and NHS Confederation has published a report
calling for a new partnership between colleges and NHS in England to tackle the health and care workforce crisis
and boost local jobs. It says that while colleges are already a vital education and training route for key workers in
the health and care sectors, more strategic relationships are needed to maximise the routes. Using Newcastle College’s collaborations with local NHS leaders as a working example, the report sets out new ideas to bring the NHS
and colleges together to collaborate on training and to strengthen recruitment pipelines.
NHSE announced an independent review into gender identity services for children and young people. Dr Hilary
Cass OBE, former President of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, will lead an independent review
into gender identity services for children and young people. The Gender Identity Development Service for Children
and Adolescents is managed by the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust.
NHS Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group fully supported the planning application for a new £5.4m
health centre development in Coleford meaning the two GP surgeries, Brunston and Lydbrook Practice and Coleford
Family Doctors, can now progress plans to move from their current three buildings into one new purpose-built facility and also merge into one practice.
NHSE – waste management guidance for all healthcare facilities now updated – an updated COVID-19 waste
management standard operating procedure is now available. It sets out the waste management approach for all
healthcare facilities, including primary care and testing facilities, and supersedes previous guidance issued in July.
The General Medical Council (GMC) has issued guidance for its staff detailing how to take the context created
by COVID-19 into account when considering complaints about doctors. The guidance takes account of the extraordinary circumstances of the pandemic, including additional pressures on resources and ways of working outside of
normal routines. The advice is detailed in new COVID-19 specific guidance the GMC has issued to its staff who look
into fitness to practise concerns raised about doctors.
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Greater Manchester Devolution – governance is

contract lasting up to five years – and worth a potential

being reviewed and redesigned, one or two CCGs as

£500,000-plus per year.

an option (the Region wants one for GM!).
MHRA – latest Drug Safety Update newsletter.
Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust – the reopening of Chorley and South Ribble

NHS Employers published the new pay and conditions

A&E is being delayed from the from the end of Sep-

circular for medical and dental staff and informs em-

tember due to not being successful in recruiting all the

ployers of a fifth nodal point introduced for doctors and

necessary staff following national and international re-

dentists in training at ST6 and above and will apply from

cruitment efforts. The decision to delay the reopening

October 1st 2020.

followed scrutiny from NHS England and clinical input
from the Emergency Care Intensive Support Team.

Public Health England are consulting on proposed
changes to how smoking-attributable risk is calculated.

Macmillan Cancer Support has announced major

Current calculations for smoking-attributable risks are

cuts as it struggles with a coronavirus funding crisis,

based on a single study from 1982 to 1988. In this con-

announcing plans to axe 310 jobs – around a sixth of

sultation they propose a new calculation and data source.

its workforce – from October 2020. The charity, which
had already furloughed approximately 30% of its staff,

Public Health England information that the gap be-

said it was forced to take drastic action because it was

tween routine diabetic eye screening (DES) tests has been

likely to lose tens of millions a year in voluntary dona-

extended for those at lowest risk as the NHS restores

tions over the next two years.

services safely.

Norfolk and Suffolk Foundation Trust – plans for

National Institute of Health Research report that the

the £40m overhaul of a mental health hospital with

numbers of patients who take part in health research var-

five new wards and 15 new beds have been approved

ies across England. But overall, health research does not

by councillors.

take place in areas where the burden of disease is highest.

North West London Health and Care Partnership

Proposals are being prepared to bring together Royal

– a collective of eight clinical commissioning groups

Cornwall Hospitals NHS Trust (RCHT) and Cornwall Part-

(Brent, Ealing, Hammersmith and Fulham, Harrow,

nership NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT). A strategic case for

Hillingdon, Hounslow, Westminster, and Kensington

the merger has been published and a business case is now

and Chelsea) – is leading a procurement exercise

being prepared with plans to start public consultation on

seeking to identify possible products and services that

the move in the new year.

could offer new ways for children, young adults, and
their family members to get help with mental-health

Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust was awarded

issues. The partnership, in conjunction with two

£15m capital funding as part of the government’s plans

specialist mental-health trusts (Central and North

to expand and upgrade A&Es in order to reduce over-

West London NHS Foundation Trust, and the West

crowding and improve infection control ahead of winter.

London NHS Foundation Trust), is ultimately looking

The funding will enable the Trust to open a new children’s

to identify a tech provider with which it could sign a

centre at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. Work to construct
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the two-storey building will begin this financial year, with the aim to complete by March 2021.
NICE updated guidance on sciatica advises against the use of anticonvulsants, oral corticosteroids and benzodiazepines.
Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and The Royal Bournemouth and Christchurch Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust will merge. This follows approval by both trusts boards of directors and councils of governors on Tuesday 15
September. NHS England and Improvement issued the legal orders on 25th September to authorise the two trusts
joining on Thursday 1 October to create University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust.
Birmingham Women and Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust – a team of Plastic and Ophthalmic Surgeons are the first in the UK to adopt the ground-breaking new technique, called corneal neurotisation. The surgery
involves grafting a nerve, which acts like a cable for relaying sensation, from the lower leg and connecting this to a
sensory nerve in the face or neck. The other end of the graft is then split into lots of tiny fibres under a microscope
and tunnelled around the cornea. New nerve fibres then grow along the graft and into the cornea supplying it with
a protective sensation for the first time saving children’s eyesight. DHSC’s review of NHS Property Services report
has been published and it’s not abolition but more joint working at local levels.
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust – after almost five years the Trust had been lifted out of quality special measures by NHS England and NHS Improvement.
PHE has launched the Health Equity Assessment Tool (HEAT), designed to support professionals across the
public health system and wider health economy to systematically address health inequalities and equity in their
work programmes, services or business planning cycles.
NHSE has relaunched their support programme for commissioners and providers looking to develop or expand their
work on personalised care through personal health budgets. This programme supports the expansion of personal health budgets in England in line with the ambitions of Universal Personalised Care, and in order to achieve
the NHS Long Term Plan commitment of 200,000 personal health budgets by 2023/24.
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Care Quality Commission (CQC) – providers who are planning the ways in which they will deliver flu vaccinations
for winter 2020/21, potentially in different ways than usual, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. CQC have
issued a guide for things providers need to consider and sort out.
If you are looking to win public sector work, you could soon have to make it clearer in your proposals, how you
plan to help the government deliver its social value priorities. A newly released PPN introduces requirements, from 1
January 2021, for Central Government buyers to evaluate their procurements and ensure they provide a significant
level of social value. The 5 key pillars for evaluating social value are: COVID-19 recovery, tackling economic inequality, fighting climate change, equal opportunity, and wellbeing.
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service have released data, published 28 days after the clearing process,
showed 34,190 student nurses had been accepted onto a programme as part of the 2020 intake, a rise of 22%
compared with 2019. The 3,150 men starting nursing courses this year was also the highest ever and represented a
30% rise from last year. Acceptances were up among all age groups including a 23% rise in mature students.
NICE draft guidance on chronic pain: assessment and management – the Cochrane Pain, Palliative and Supportive
Team (PaPas) has prepared and submitted their feedback. Cochrane exists so that healthcare decisions get better;
and their Strategy to 2020 aims to put Cochrane evidence at the heart of health decision-making all over the world.
Humber, Coast and Vale Acute Collaborative (which consists of Harrogate & District NHS Foundation Trust, Hull
University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, Northern Lincolnshire and Goole NHS Foundation Trust and York Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust) are out for advert for a Director of the HCV Acute Collaborative who will be
responsible for leading the development, coordination and delivery of the acute programme working with the four
acute trusts and a wide range of partners to maximise the benefit of partnership working.
Gov.uk – published the governments new genomics strategy which looks excellent. Improved diagnostics, prevention and personalised therapies can transform healthcare. Let see if is fully implemented!

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements/
Others of Interest
North East London Foundation Trust have appointed Simon Hart as their new Executive Director of People and
Culture. He will join the Trust in December 2020. His previous role was as Director of Workforce at Maidstone &
Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust.
NHS County Durham Clinical Commissioning Group have appointed Neil Jarvis and Rachel Rooney who will join
the integrated commissioning team that was established in April 2020 when Durham County Council and County
Durham CCG’s teams came together. The team is led by Sarah Burns, Joint Head of Integrated Strategic Commissioning.
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Blackpool Teaching Hospital have appointed Ibrahim Ishaque as Lead Pharmacist – Rheumatology & Dermatology.
University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire, (overseeing University Hospital Coventry and Hospital of
St Cross Rugby) have appointed Donna Griffiths as Chief People Officer. She joined the Trust in 2008 as Human
Resources Manager for Surgery before working her way up to become Director of Workforce. She has started in the
new role immediately following a national recruitment campaign.
South Tyneside and Sunderland NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Joanne Anderson as a new Mesothelioma UK Clinical Nurse Specialist. She will be based at Sunderland Royal Hospital and will also support mesothelioma
patients at South Tyneside District Hospital.
The Mid and South Essex Sustainability and Transformation Partnership (STP) has confirmed the appointment
of Caroline Rassell as the Lead Accountable Officer for the Joint Committee and Senior Responsible Officer for Local
Health and Care.
St Georges University of London have appointed Carolyn Johnston as deputy Medical Officer for Improvement
and Innovation.
NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS) has appointed David Shields as its new Transformation Director.
David’s last role in the public sector was as Managing Director of Government Procurement Services (now known
as the Crown Commercial Service), where he led a two-year transformation programme that delivered over £5bn
savings for the UK taxpayer.
Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership have appointed Professor Sarah O’Brien as executive
director of strategy and system development. She is currently executive director of people’s services, and clinical
accountable officer at St Helens CCG.
Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership have appointed Christine Hughes as Executive Director
of Communications and Engagement. Christine currently works for East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust, where she
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is Executive Director of Communications and Engagement.
NHSE/I London Office have appointed Marie Gabriel CBE as the Chair of London’s People Board. The London
People Board has been established to implement priorities for the current and future NHS workforce. Marie is currently Chair of the North East London Integrated Care System and the NHS Race and Health Observatory.
Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust – Jonathan Warren will retire as Chief Executive of Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust (NSFT) on 30 March 2021.
Hertfordshire Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Sarah Betteley as the new chair of
HPFT and will take up post on January 1, 2021. Sarah, who is currently deputy chair, is a solicitor by profession and
has extensive non-executive experience in the NHS, both with HPFT and beyond.
NHSE Black and Minority Ethnic Strategic Advisory Group – Jasvinda Chopra-Pov has been appointed to the
post of South West region as CNO BME SAG lead.
The Royal College of Radiologists have appointed William Ramsden, consultant paediatric radiologist at Leeds
Children’s Hospital as Vice President (Clinical Radiology)commencing a three-year term.
Human Tissue Authority (HTA) – the appointments of Hossam Abdalla, Amanda Gibbon, Andrew Hall and Anthony Warrens as members have been extended for 5 months with effect from 20 October 2020 to 31 March 2021.

Independent Reconfiguration Panel have appointed Mark Taylor as a member of the panel.
NHS Resolution – Charlotte Moar has been reappointed as a non-executive director, responsible for chairing the
Audit and Risk Committee of NHS Resolution.

Health Technology and Information Update
Cheshire CCG are looking for suppliers to provide a digital solution for their practices with the clinical system EMIS
Web. This should be a dynamic tool which provides localised guidance, best practice evidence and supports the GP
Forward view.
The NHS Artificial Intelligence Lab – ‘one year on’ – blog from Dr. Indra Joshi (Director of AI, NHSX).
NHSX has secured a national licence for NHS clinicians to access a library of over 600 health and care videos free
of charge. These were written by NHS clinicians and developed to work within care pathways. An online resource
hub includes guidance on how to access content, and how the videos can be made available to patients.
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NHSX have published a guide for organisations looking to buy AI systems in Health and Care and provides details
of things to consider in this.
NHSX – Remote monitoring is where people use devices or apps in their homes to enable them and their health
professionals to monitor and support their health conditions or symptoms. This offers greater personalisation and
flexibility of care, and enables clinicians to build a better picture of their patient’s health, providing advice, assessment and further treatment when required. To help NHS and social care organisations choose a suitable remote
monitoring platform, a procurement exercise has completed by NHSX. The list of approved suppliers is available on
the Crown Commercial Services website. It means that local selection processes can be hugely streamlined to as
little as three weeks.
Hospify have launched the Hospify ‘Web App’, a browser-based version of its service that will support many more
health and care scenarios, including that of GPs and pharmacists needing to share prescription information about
and with individual patients. Hospify features on NHSX’s Clinical Communication Tools framework, which was
officially launched in August 2020.
NHSX – Matthew Gould CEO confirmed at a recent public accounts committee that by September 2021 he wants
all 42 sustainability and transformation partnerships/integrated care systems to have shared records in place to
ensure patient data can flow between care settings. The September target relates only to records shared for patients’ direct care, meaning regions will not be expected to put in place data-sharing arrangements for research and
planning purposes.
NHS Barts Health NHS Trust – Newham Hospital has introduced a new blood pressure app called BPm-Health
(Blood Pressure management system-Health) – produced by Sensyne Health, it is for pregnant women who have, or
are at risk of, high blood pressure. The app enables them to accurately measure and record their blood pressure at
home, reducing the need for hospital visits.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) will take a central role in the new National Data Strategy (NDS) announced by the UK government on 9 September 2020. As part of this, the ONS will lead on actions that sit at the
core of two pillars of effective data use, namely: Data Foundations and Skills. These include a programme of work
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to tackle cultural and coordination barriers to good quality data, such as launching a data quality framework and a
data maturity model for government. The ONS will also train over 500 data analysts from across the public sector
in new cutting-edge data science techniques by 2021. Progress towards this target is already well underway.
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust – CMR Surgical Ltd versius becomes the first ever surgical robot
to be used to perform minimal access surgery (otherwise known as MAS or keyhole surgery) at Manchester Royal
Infirmary and will initially be used to perform colorectal cancer surgery. In February 2020, Versius was launched in
the UK at NHS Lothian’s Western General Hospital in Edinburgh and Milton Keynes University Hospital NHS Trust.
Countess of Chester NHS Foundation Trust has appointed Ideal Health to implement its new electronic patient
record programme. The programme, EPR+, is using Cerner Millennium electronic patient record (EPR) and includes
accident and emergency, anaesthetics, maternity, critical care and medications management.
Five more NHS Acute Trusts have chosen the Blue Prism Cloud intelligent automation platform to provide
the foundation for delivering digital work transformation – so they can better manage operational demand and
improve overall patient care. Over recent months, NHS Foundation Trusts including Royal Surrey, Gateshead
Health, County Durham and Darlington, Alder Hey Children’s Hospital and Blackpool Teaching Hospitals, have
joined more than 52 UK Trusts and healthcare organizations who have all adopted Blue Prism’s AI-powered digital
workforce.
NHSE are now from September 22nd 2020 publishing daily information from situation reports on the number of
hospital admissions and diagnoses for COVID-19. The publication covers the number of patients:
• in hospital with COVID-19 including those in mechanical ventilation
• those admitted to hospital with COVID-19
• those diagnosed in hospital with. COVID-19
• those discharged from hospital
Mersey Care NHS Foundation Trust – the phlebotomy Service is historically one of the busiest run by the Trust
delivering 7,000 blood tests a week at clinics and home visits to the most vulnerable. They have now implemented
a new patient online booking system, which went live on 1 September 2020, and should provide flexibility and patient choice with time slots and different clinic sites and supplements a similar hotline for GPs, which has enabled
them to make appointments for urgent blood requests within 24 hours, Monday to Friday.
Pharmacy IT suppliers are allowing them to integrate core community pharmacy systems with others. One such
development is now being experienced by pharmacy teams using the Proscript Connect PMR system and PharmOutcomes, with information input by the pharmacy team automatically flowing between both of those systems.
This two-way integration is enabling pharmacists to provide the NHS flu vaccination service without switching between ProScript Connect and PharmOutcomes during consultations. After the vaccine is administered, the product
can be pre-populated in the patient’s PMR record, based on the consultation data entered into PharmOutcomes.
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Crown Commercial Service (CCS) and NHSX have worked together to create approved supplier lists to support
organisations with the procurement of remote monitoring solutions (one for remote care and one for outpatients).

Celtic Nations News

1. COVID-19
2. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
NHS Lothian are forecasting a £113m bill for COVID-19 and longer waiting times. The extra costs from coping
with coronavirus included creating extra capacity, bringing in extra staff to cover for absences, recruiting more student nurses, enhanced cleaning and taking on extra porters. The £119m total does not cover social care but does
include some estimated costs for getting services back up as the health service recovers from the crisis.
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde have restarted over 400 health research trials and 51 new ones commenced
by the health board as part of its recovery plan. NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has between 9,000 and 10,000
patients participating in research studies each year.
NHS Scotland – Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) competition to pioneer remote vision testing. Successful
applicants will receive 100% funding and have access to advice from NHS Forth Valley, NHS Ayrshire and Arran,
NHS Fife and NHS Grampian.
NHS Grampian have confirmed that the estimated cost of a new maternity hospital and cancer centre in Aber-
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deen has risen by another £10m. The Baird Family Hospital and Anchor cancer centre was originally a £163.7m
scheme, but that later rose to £223.6m.
New Scottish Stroke Improvement Programme National (SSIPN) report has been published. Key points:
• 9,751 stroke patients were admitted to Scottish hospitals in 2019.
• Stroke Care Bundle compliance was 64% across Scotland, an improvement from 59% in 2018.
• The total number of patients who received thrombolysis across Scotland in 2019 was 980 (10.1% of all
stroke admissions) which is similar to previous years (1,037 (10.7%) in 2018). However, there were con
sistently large variations in the proportion of stroke patients treated between NHS boards.
• In 2019 the average door to needle time across Scotland was 52.7 minutes, a decrease from 55.7 min
utes in 2018.
Public Health Scotland have published Healthcare Associated Infections Annual Report 2019. This report details
the progress made by Antimicrobial Resistance and Healthcare Associated Infection (ARHAI) Scotland to support
the reduction of HCAIs in NHSScotland as well as providing data to inform local and national HCAI reduction
activities.
NHS Dumfries and Galloway have appointed Sarah Gemmell as the new epilepsy and complex needs lead nurse.
The move follows months of talks between families, charity Epilepsy Scotland and the health board, and will allow
young patients to receive the care they need within their local area.
Health Improvement Scotland have published their findings and a summary of their findings on their exploration
of ideas, insights and examples of positive emerging practice from across health and social care in Scotland during
COVID-19.
WALES
Velindre NHS Trust – Velindre cancer services have appointed the Nuffield Trust to advise on the clinical model
underpinning proposed improvements to Velindre’s cancer services. This includes the services at the proposed new
Velindre Cancer Centre, in Whitchurch, Cardiff, the radiotherapy satellite centre at Abergavenny and services provided by Velindre at other hospitals.
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Welsh Government is consulting on guidance that will extend duties on local health boards and NHS trusts in
Wales to calculate and maintain nurse staffing levels to include paediatric wards.
Public Health Wales have published a report on improving winter health. The report finds that individuals, their
communities and support networks, and organisations from different sectors can all take action to help keep people
well during the winter season.
GP practices in Wales will be remunerated an extra £1.75 per flu vaccination this season on top of regular reimbursement. The ‘COVID supplement’ is to cover the additional costs of safely providing immunisation during the
COVID-19 pandemic. GP practices in England will continue to be paid at last year’s rate of £10.06 per dose.
Audit Wales suggests 10 opportunities for how NHS Wales can look at planned care systems going forward.
Audit Wales – in 2013-14 and again in 2018-19, examined clinical coding arrangements in the seven Welsh
health boards and Velindre NHS Trust, and published the reports for each NHS body. Clinical coding is the process
of translating medical information which describes a patient’s symptoms, diagnosis and treatment into internationally and nationally recognised code which can then be used for statistical and clinical purposes. During the current
pandemic, clinical coding has played a key role in informing decisions on which patients need to shield and is key to
understanding ongoing demand on healthcare services.
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – Wrexham Maelor Hospital’s Chronic Pain Team are the first in Wales
to provide a fully interactive virtual pain management programme for their patients.
Public Health Wales – have published an evidence map that provides structured access to an up-to-date ,high level, robust body of evidence on primary prevention of substance misuse.
Health Education Improvement Wales has appointed optometrists Tim Morgan and Sarah Schumm as its first
ever Welsh Clinical Leadership Training Fellows (WCLTF). Mr Morgan and Ms Schumm have now started their
fellowships, which allow them to take a year out of employment to participate in a wide and varied programme of
leadership training activities. They will also have the opportunity to shadow leaders from across health, education
and training in Wales.
Welsh Government has set-up a group to examine the feasibility of a North Wales medical school. The group will
explore a proposal by Bangor University and Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board for a new medical school.
NORTHERN IRELAND
Southern Trust Working in Partnership with Newry and District GP Federation have appointed five Social
Workers to work alongside local GP Practice teams. This is the latest phase of the ‘Multi-Disciplinary Teams’ (MDT)
initiative which aims to promote improved physical health, mental health and social wellbeing in local communities.
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This innovative approach involves the appointment of practice-based physiotherapists, mental health practitioners
and social workers within GP practices. A number of First Contact Physiotherapists and Mental Health Practitioners
have already been appointed and now Social Workers are joining the teams at Meadowlands and Clanrye Surgeries,
Newry and Dr McNiff and Partners at Banbridge Group Surgery. Through time, all participating GP practices will
have these roles within their team.

Celtic Nations – NHS Appointments/
Resignations/Retirements/Other of Interest
Wales Audit Office have appointed Lindsay Foyster as the new Chair.
Aberdeen City Health and Social Care partnership have appointed Dr Calum Leask as lead for research and evaluation on Operation Home First.
NHS Lanarkshire has appointed Heather Knox as its new chief executive. Heather Knox has been working as interim chief executive of the health board for the past four months.

Celtic Health Technology and Information
Update
NHS Grampian Sexual Health Services have started using the CoPPr digital prescribing system – sending fully
paperless prescriptions to community pharmacies. The first sexual health clinic in the UK to do so? Saving patients
and staff time, reducing carbon, and avoiding clinic visits.
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URCE thoughts…
Remember rather than straight talking about your product or device, why not start by saying, looking at your data,
you seem to have an issue here, and I may be able to help you?
Happy selling colleagues – and please take care

URCE

PS. from November we are moving to weekly newsletters to give you the most up to date information we can.
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