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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• Gov.uk announced a further £7bn for NHS and social care to fund COVID-19 response and recovery for the
next 6 months. The funding brings the total package of additional support given to the health services for
COVID-19 to £92bn.
• Gov.uk have published public health grants to local authorities for 2021-22 to improve the health of their local
populations. In 2021-22 the total public health grant to local authorities will be £3.324bn.
• NHSE – providers in England will receive operational capital of £3.7bn in 2021-22 (the same as in 2020-21)
but there will be additional funds to support procurement of diagnostic equipment and address safety concerns
over some hospital buildings.
• NHSE confirmed that the final 13 areas serving 14.9m people, will be formally designated ‘integrated care
systems’ (ICSs) from April 1, hitting a major milestone in the NHS Long Term Plan.
• Gov.uk have published Saving and Improving Lives: the future of UK clinical research delivery, which was
developed by the UK government and devolved administrations, and sets out how they will deliver faster, more
efficient and more innovative research.
• Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have launched a pilot that puts patient
involvement at the heart of clinical trials and medicine development.
• NHSX has unveiled a second wave of 32 NHS Trusts to be supported on their transformation journeys as Digital
Aspirants.
• NHSX has given £5m of funding to dermatology services to help them use telemedicine to triage, diagnose and
treat patients.
• NHS Scotland’s Chief Medical Officer Dr Gregor Smith’s first Annual Report – Recover, Restore and
Renew – has been released encouraging us to build on momentum for change.
• Welsh Government announced three new Intensive Learning Academies (ILAs) to support the Welsh
Government’s long-term plan for health and care.
• Northern Irish Government have announced £1m funding for Air Ambulance Northern Ireland.
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COVID-19 News
Gov.uk announced a further £7 billion for NHS and social care to fund COVID-19 response and recovery for the
next 6 months. The funding brings the total package of additional support given to the health services for
COVID-19 to £92bn.
One of the more frequently asked questions from people is whether the vaccine affects fertility. There is no
evidence of this. The British Fertility Society has produced this resource to provide helpful information and further
reassurance is provided in this joint statement from the Royal Colleges of Midwives, Obstetrics and Gynaecology.
Gov.uk – have given a further £47.6m to the Vaccines Manufacturing and Innovation Centre (VMIC) to support the
expansion and acceleration of the programme. The VMIC will be the UK’s first national vaccines manufacturing and
innovation facility and will be able to respond to pandemics by producing millions of doses quickly.
Gov.uk announced that the responsibility for the Vaccine Taskforce is to move jointly to the Department of Health
and Social Care (DHSC) and the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS).
NHSE announced that GP practice income will be boosted by a new £120m COVID-19 fund for six months from
April. In the letter it says that the money should be used to meet the priorities set out in the original COVID-19
fund announcement in November 2019, such as increasing capacity and tackling backlog for chronic disease
management. It will involve monthly allocations of £30m in April and May, and £20m in June and July with £10m
in August and September.
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Gov.uk announced new technology to rapidly detect new COVID mutations indicating whether positive test
samples contain known variants. This is being trialled in NHS Test and Trace laboratories. The technology – known
as ‘genotype assay testing’ – is set to halve the time it currently takes to identify if a positive COVID-19 sample
contains a variant of concern and could be used in addition to standard testing for COVID-19 to identify cases
quickly.
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has replaced its previous rapid COVID-19 guidelines
with a single guideline. The guideline covers management of clinically or lab-diagnosed COVID-19 for children,
young people, and adults in all care settings. It covers key symptoms of COVID-19 for identifying patients with
severe illness, including confusion, reduced oxygen levels, and shortness of breath. Two earlier drug
recommendations have also been updated. Remdesivir should now be considered for adults and children over the
age of 12 who are receiving oxygen in hospital, but who are not on advanced respiratory support. Heparins can be
considered as treatment options for some COVID-19 patients.

Other NHS related News
Public Health England has published Information on the Bowel Cancer screening programme, including
commissioning, quality assurance, education and training.
Western Sussex Hospitals NHS Foundation (WSHT) and Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals (BSUH)
have been working together for four years under a joint management contract that expired on 31 March 2021. The
boards propose to build upon these achievements and further improve hospital services for patients in Sussex by
bringing the best of both trusts together to create a new larger organisation called University Hospitals Sussex NHS
Foundation Trust (UHSussex).
Gov.uk have set out how the UK government and devolved administrations propose to continue to work closely
and collaboratively together on blood safety and quality policy, after the end of the transition period.
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Gov.uk have published public health grants to local authorities in 2021-22 to improve the health of their local
populations. In 2021-22 the total public health grant to local authorities will be £3.324bn.
NHSE – providers in England will receive operational capital of £3.7bn in 2021-22 (the same as in 2020-21) but
there will be additional funds to support procurement of diagnostic equipment and address safety concerns over
some hospital buildings. Guidance issued by NHS England and NHS Improvement placed capital funding totalling
£6.2bn in three categories – system-level allocations (£3.9bn), nationally allocated funds (£1.2bn) and other
national capital investment (£1.1bn). In total, system operational capital will be £3.9bn. This includes £3.7bn to
fund day-to-day capital spending, and £200m to buy new diagnostic equipment (£52m), particularly MRI and CT
scanners, and to address safety concerns.
Public Health England has published information on the Cervical Screening Programme, including commissioning,
quality assurance, education and training.
Care Quality Commission (CQC) has called for a new national approach to end-of-life planning and care in
England, after finding ‘worrying variation’ in experiences during the coronavirus pandemic. The regulator published
its final report from a review requested by the government in response to concerns about the use of ‘do not
attempt cardiopulmonary resuscitation’ (DNACPR) orders during the pandemic.
NHS England and NHS Improvement with SBRI Healthcare Cancer Programme announced a £15m funding
competition for innovation to go to the open market in the field of cancer. The competition invites applications for
funding to implement solutions in late-stage development into the following front-line clinical cancer care settings:
Early detection and diagnosis of cancer, and Diagnostic efficiency of cancer services.
Public Health England have published estimates of the number of alcohol dependent adults in each local
authority in England.
NHS Frimley Clinical Commissioning Group was formed as one CCG in April from East Berkshire, North East
Hampshire and Farnham and Surrey Heath CCGs, which have been working together as the Frimley Collaborative
of CCGs under a joint executive board since late 2019.
Gov.uk announced the Public Health allocations for Local Authorities just two weeks before the start of the new
financial year in April. The Association of Directors of Public Health said it was “too little, too late”, while analysis
by the Health Foundation found the allocations represented a 24% real terms cut compared to 2015-16 budgets.
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NHSE confirmed that the final 13 areas serving 14.9m people, will be formally designated ‘integrated care systems’
(ICSs) from April 1, hitting a major milestone in the NHS Long Term Plan. The 13 new ICS areas are:
1.

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

2.

Mid and South Essex

3.

The Black Country and West Birmingham

4.

Herefordshire and Worcestershire

5.

Northamptonshire

6.

Coventry and Warwickshire

7.

Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland

8.

Lincolnshire

9.

Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin

10. Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent
11. Cheshire and Merseyside
12. Kent and Medway
13. Devon.
A total of 42 ICSs covering the whole of England, bring together hospital, community and mental health trusts, GPs
and other primary care services, with local authorities and other care providers.
Humber, Coast and Vale Health and Care Partnership (ICS) has been selected as one of only 10 areas in
England to develop a pilot maternal mental health service – which will help an estimated 300 women in the
region who have previously not been eligible for specialist mental health support. The HCV Partnership has secured
funding worth £500,000 from NHS England and NHS Improvement, to develop a maternal mental health service
in the region by spring. This will help women without children with a fear of childbirth (tokophobia), women with a
birth-related post-traumatic stress disorder, women who have had a miscarriage or still-birth and women who have
experienced having a baby removed at birth.
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Gov.uk have published Saving and improving lives: the future of UK clinical research delivery, which was developed
by the UK government and devolved administrations, and sets out how they will deliver faster, more efficient and
more innovative research – from the streamlining of costing, contracting and approvals processes to the HRA’s
rapid ethics review pilot, which aims to halve the time to provide a final opinion for research applications. The vision
sets out the ambition to create a patient-centred, pro-innovation and data-enabled clinical research
environment, and empowers everyone across the health service to participate in delivering research and enables
people across the country to take part in research that is of relevance to them.
Gov.uk announced a £7bn package for health and care services to support the next phase of the NHS response to
COVID-19. £6.6bn in new funding will support the ongoing NHS response to the pandemic, continuing funding for
the hospital discharge programme, infection control measures, long-COVID services, and NHS staff support
services.
Hampshire, Southampton and Isle of Wight CCG will be formed from the merger of the current Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Partnership of CCGs – which has seen the close joint working of Fareham and Gosport, Isle of Wight,
North Hampshire, and South Eastern Hampshire CCGs over the last three years – as well as Southampton City CCG
and West Hampshire CCG.
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have launched a pilot that puts patient
involvement at the heart of clinical trials and medicine development. When new applications for selected medicines
(new active substances and new indications) are received, the applicant company will be asked for evidence on the
patient involvement activities they undertook when developing their product. For clinical trials, whilst additional
information won’t be requested at this early exploratory stage of the pilot, the MHRA will be documenting in
medical assessment reports if there is evidence of patient involvement in clinical trial applications in order to better
understand the current scope of activities.
Gov.uk have announced Information for local authorities in England about the grant, which will support local
authorities to commission weight management services in 2021-22. The adult weight management services grant
is a new ringfenced grant available to local authorities to support the commissioning of adult behavioural (tier 2)
weight management services worth £30.5m.
Gov.uk announced a new UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to plan for, prevent and respond to external health
threats such as infectious diseases. The UKHSA – previously the National Institute for Health Protection – will be
the UK leader for health security, providing intellectual, scientific and operational leadership at national and local
level, as well as on the global stage. It will ensure the nation can respond quickly and at greater scale to deal with
pandemics and future threats. The primary focus for the UKHSA in its initial phase of operation will be the
continued fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
NHS Portsmouth Hospital University NHS trust have set up a new In-Reach Service, which launched on
18 January and offers on-site mental health support for inpatients and visitors to the Emergency Department at
Queen Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth.



 Back to Contents

Weekly
Newsletter
April 2021 - Week 2

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Dr Jane Padmore as chief nurse at the trust with
effect from 16th August 2021. Jane is currently Executive Director of Quality and Safety (Executive Nurse) at
Hertfordshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, a position she has held since 2016.
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care has appointed Dr Nicola Byrne to be the National Data Guardian
for Health and Social Care.
UK Health Security Agency have appointed the deputy Chief Medical Officer, Dr Jenny Harries, to be its Chief
Executive.

Health Technology and Information Update
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care – in his speech at the Digital Health Rewired Festival Matt
Hancock said he is looking at creating “a consistent data platform” which would see patient data separated from
the application layer. He said ‘“We need to make it create services that interact with data from different NHS
organisations, so I want to explore whether we can remove this barrier to innovation and separate the data layer
from the application layer so providers can offer the application software, and the data will be stored separately
and securely in the cloud, then we have a consistent data platform across the NHS’.
NHSX has unveiled a second wave of 32 NHS Trusts to be supported on their transformation journeys as Digital
Aspirants. Seven trusts will receive up to £6m over the next three years to help deliver their digital ambitions whilst a further 25 trusts will receive seed funding of £250,000 to develop their digital strategy and business cases.
The Digital Aspirant programme supports organisations to deliver a set of core capabilities and is designed to reduce
the gap between the levels of digitisation across the NHS.
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NHSX has secured £7m revenue and £1.5m capital funding to improve optometry and ophthalmology
connectivity in England. This funding, together with guidance and support for regional procurement teams, will
enable the deployment and implementation of electronic eye care referrals systems in primary and secondary care.
In a recent blog on transforming eye care services through better connectivity, director of innovation Lisa Hollins,
and programme manager for digital pharmacy, optometry, dentistry, ambulance and community services, Radhika
Rangaraju, provide an update on key milestones in their work to support the continuation of eye care services
during COVID-19, and to transform the way those services are delivered in the future.
NHSX has given £5m of funding to Dermatology services to help them use telemedicine to triage, diagnose and
treat patients. Implementation of teledermatology is a priority – every year 900,000 people see their GP for skin
concerns and the COVID-19 pandemic has further increased pressure on dermatology services. The funding, in
conjunction with NHSE/I’s national outpatient transformation programme, is being provided across 28 CCGs and
seven hospital trusts, covering procurement of licences and hardware, and enabling service redesign and staff
training.
NHSE and NHSI in partnership with the BMA General Practitioners Committee (GPC) produced a ready
reckoner that is intended to provide an indication of the changes in income streams that may affect a GMS practice
and Primary Care Network (PCN) from 1 April 2021.
NHSE published a document setting out the approach to funding changes that will be applied to Personal Medical
Services (PMS) and Alternative Provider Medical Services (APMS) contracts. Commissioners will apply the funding
changes with effect from 1 April 2021.
Health Education England have awarded a new contract to the NHS Digital Academy (provided by Imperial
College London and the University of Edinburgh). The contract for the NHS Digital Academy covers the fourth year
of the programme and beyond, with 100 students to be selected for the 2021 intake that begins in September.
Work will also begin on developing a series of online training courses, including some material from the NHS Digital
Academy course, to be offered to a much wider range of NHS staff. The new contract will see the course material
become more modular and available online to a wider range of learners. The new contract is worth around £1.75m
per year.
NHSX has launched a new position to recruit a digital midwife to support its strategy at a regional and national
level. It’s aimed at a registered midwife with data management and informatics skills, to support health and care
services to improve the outcomes for pregnant women, and address health inequalities. The national digital midwife
is being recruited to provide leadership, coordination, facilitation, evaluation and improvement across the
digital maternity work streams. The role will support the design and implementation of national digital programmes,
oversee the tracking of progress against digital transformation plans and develop a networked approach to enable
digital transformation.



 Back to Contents

Weekly
Newsletter
April 2021 - Week 2

NHSE – Primary Care Support England (PCSE) provides administrative and support services to community
pharmacies and other primary care providers on behalf of NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I). PCSE
already processes market entry applications and will shortly be expanding its services to also manage consolidation
applications – when two pharmacies in the same Health and Wellbeing Board area wish to merge in one existing
site. Due to this expansion of services, PCSE is changing the name of its Market Entry Service to Pharmacy Market
Management Services (PMMS) from 31st March 2021. Pharmacy contractors will be able to make consolidation
applications from this date via the online portal. The portal also contains information from the NHS Pharmacy
Manual (which outlines the application procedures) and PSNC guidance.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
Gov.uk announced a £7bn package for health and care services to support the next phase of the NHS response to
COVID-19. £6.6bn in new funding will support the ongoing NHS response to the pandemic, continuing funding for
the hospital discharge programme, infection control measures, long-COVID services and NHS staff support
services. In total, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will receive £1.3bn new funding as part of this. Wales will
benefit from £400m, Scotland £660m and Northern Ireland £240m.

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government is consulting on a Patient Safety Commissioner role for Scotland. The Scottish Government’s
Programme for Government 2020-21 committed the Government to establishing a Patient Safety Commissioner for Scotland. They are seeking views on what that role should look like; who the Patient Safety Commissioner
should report to; and how the role should interact with existing legislation and policies, as well as with the various
organisations involved in providing and improving health and care services in Scotland.
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NHS Scotland’s Chief Medical Officer Dr Gregor Smith’s first Annual Report: Recover, Restore and Renew has been
released encouraging us to build on momentum for change.
Scotland’s new Artificial Intelligence Strategy has launched, setting out a vision for Scotland to become a leader in
the development and use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI.
The Scottish Dementia Brain Tissue Bank (BTB) has been relaunched. The BTB is a collaboration between
the Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Research Centre at the University of Edinburgh (ASDRC) and the NHS Research
Scotland Neuroprogressive and Dementia Research Network (NDN). The BTB is able to accept donations of brain
tissue from people with a diagnosis of dementia who live on mainland Scotland. The Scottish Dementia Brain Tissue
Bank is supported by Alzheimer Scotland. The NRS Neuroprogressive and Dementia Research Network is funded by
the Scottish Government Chief Scientist Office.
NHS Grampian – an Independent Review is to be held into maternity services at Dr Gray’s Hospital in Elgin. The
review has been commissioned by the Health Secretary Jeane Freeman. It will be led by Chief Executive of NHS
Borders Ralph Roberts who will report the findings and recommendations in June 2021. The Independent Review
will consider how a consultant-led service could be reinstated that is safe, deliverable and sustainable and will take
into account the views of women, their families, staff and stakeholders. Maternity services at the NHS Grampian
unit were redesignated in July 2018 because of staff shortages.
Scottish Government announced that a total of 16 projects which support people with neurological conditions will
benefit from a second round of funding (£734,420) to help drive the delivery of a five-year action plan.

WALES
Welsh Government have supported community pharmacy by meeting all the financial requests set out in the
previous Community Pharmacy Wales (CPW) proposals. In addition to the previous pandemic related funding a
further £3.5m will be provided to community pharmacy contractors, meeting CPW’s formal proposal in full. This is
in stark contrast to the ongoing discussions between the PSNC and NHS England around the financial
sustainability of pharmacy and in particular costs incurred by contractors in their response to COVID-19.
Welsh Government announced three new Intensive Learning Academies (ILAs) to support the Welsh Government’s
long-term plan for health and care -  A Healthier Wales.  They will target themes linked to transformation,
highlighted in A Healthier Wales, bringing in new insights and experience to develop the management and
leadership skills they need.
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Welsh Government and UK Government have agreed to a £40m City Deal for the Pentre Awel project which will
host:
• Incubation and acceleration spaces that will help research businesses develop innovative healthcare technology.
• A well-being skills centre focusing on health and care training, with courses ranging from entry level through to
postgraduate.
• A clinical research centre.
• A clinical care centre to deliver multi-disciplinary care closer to home for a wide range of community-focused
services.
Welsh Government has approved the Outline Business Case (OBC) for a new Velindre Cancer Centre. The OBC
proposes to build a new cancer centre north of the existing site on land currently owned by NHS Wales. Growth in
demand for cancer services in Wales is expected to grow at approximately 2% per annum and the need for a new
Velindre Cancer Centre is unequivocal.
Welsh Government have published their future approach to optometry services. It outlines the drive to:
• Build upon the eye health focus of Wales Eye Care Services (WECS), further embedding prevention, wellbeing
and quality improvement tools across optometry services.
• Increasing numbers of optometrists to have gained additional higher qualifications in medical retina, glaucoma
and independent prescribing.
• An increasing workforce in primary care optometry workforce.
NHS Wales – £8.5m is to be invested to create a new Electronic Patient Record and digital Electronic Referral
system for eye care in Wales, the first national system of this kind. The project, being led by Cardiff and Vale
University Health Board, has already commenced roll out across Wales. £4.8 m will be invested in a cloud-based
system to modernise the referral and monitoring of patients with eye conditions and improve patient outcomes.
The system will give hospital ophthalmologists and community optometrists access to shared clinical information
to monitor eye health and provide shared care. It will support patient care in both hospital and community settings
(high street opticians) as part of a single connected approach. £3.506m of the funding will be used to replace
existing IT hardware used in hospitals and primary care settings.
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Welsh Government have published their Digital Strategy showing how they will use digital, data and technology to
improve the lives of people in Wales.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Northern Irish Government have announced £1m funding for Air Ambulance Northern Ireland.
Department of Health – the Nightingale at Belfast City Hospital is to ‘play a key role’ in helping deal with
Northern Ireland’s cancer surgery backlog in the coming months. First opened as the regional Nightingale Unit for
Northern Ireland in the first wave of the pandemic, those facilities in the hospital’s tower were stood down as case
numbers fell over summer. In October, plans were afoot to reopen it again to help during the second wave of the
virus, but only now is its ‘de-escalation’ on the horizon again.

URCE thoughts…
Data sharing is not consistent across the country and not even across localities.
Too many see it as currency of control/power. Far too much data management system variance is in evidence across
the NHS. This means incomplete data sets and difficulties with comparisons and benchmarking.
Without comprehensive data collection and sharing we can use any acronym that we like to describe integrated
care systems. How do we create a better approach to data sharing? In my view, it’s all about leadership. Enlightened
leaders make sure that spurious obstacles to data collection and sharing are swept away, much as was the case
when the COVID-19 pandemic struck. In other words, we have proved that it can be done. So, we need to get this
sorted to allow true integrated care to develop.
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