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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• MHRA announced that authorised COVID-19 vaccines that are modified in response to new variants, will
not need a brand-new approval or ‘lengthy’ clinical studies, in line with new guidance from the ACCESS
Consortium.
• NIHR-supported study evaluating potential COVID-19 treatments that can be taken at home, will now
expand for the first time to include adults of any age. Researchers will also evaluate the drug colchicine which is
used to treat gout.
• Gov.uk announced £100m to support children, adults and families achieve and maintain a healthier weight.
• NHSE – Zolgensma, which costs £1.79m per dose and halts the progression of spinal muscular atrophy (SMA),
which involves loss of movement, muscle weakness and paralysis, and is the leading genetic cause of death in
infants, will be available in England this year.
• Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health have announced the launch of Paediatrics 2040. This is a
three-year project to help them understand how their discipline will change and evolve in the coming decades.
• Gov.uk launched a 12-week call for evidence to better understand women’s experiences of the health and care
system.
• NHSX has launched a brand-new information governance portal providing a ‘one-stop shop’ for NHS policies
and guidance.
• NHSX has released an ‘eye care digital playbook’, which directs clinicians and organisations to digital tools that
can support patient pathways.
• Welsh Government announced a new Targeted Intervention Framework for the Betsi Cadwaladr University
Health Board following its de-escalation from special measures in November last year.
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COVID-19 News
The England COVID-19 immunisations dataset and the Welsh COVID-19 vaccination dataset is available
upon request through the Health Data Research Innovation Gateway, an online resource that provides access to UK
health datasets for research and innovation.
MHRA announced that authorised COVID-19 vaccines that are modified in response to new variants, will
not need a brand new approval or ‘lengthy’ clinical studies, in line with new guidance from the ACCESS Consortium
– a coalition of regulatory authorities from the UK, Australia, Canada, Singapore and Switzerland. The guidance
developed by the MHRA and its ACCESS partners, lays out what information the medicines regulators would need
in order to approve any modifications to authorised COVID-19 vaccines, should virus mutations make them less
effective at preventing the disease.
NHSE – Letter from Dr Nikita Kanani and Ed Waller to Primary Care Network (PCN) COVID vaccination sites,
which describes forthcoming vaccine supply for first doses, providing advanced notification of a substantial increase
in the volume of vaccine available and the need to use it quickly to prevent wastage.
NIHR-supported study evaluating potential COVID-19 treatments that can be taken at home will now expand for
the first time to include adults of any age. Researchers will also evaluate the drug colchicine, an inexpensive
anti-inflammatory commonly used to treat gout. It is the fifth medication to be investigated in PRINCIPLE.
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Other NHS Related News
MHRA – published the list of companies in the UK who have their licence to manufacture or wholesale medicines
terminated and cancelled.
NHS Cancer Programme launched a funding competition of up to £15m, as part of its open call for innovation in
cancer care. The competition opens on 17th March 2021 and the deadline for applications is 1pm 21st April 2021.
The aim is to deliver new and already existing cancer care innovations to the NHS frontline as quickly as possible.
There’s a focus on patient benefits and addressing the areas of early detection, diagnosis and diagnostic efficiency.
NHS England and NHS improvement will work in partnership with SBRI Healthcare Cancer Programme on the
competition. It’s hoped that this will accelerate future innovation in the cancer sector and healthcare as a whole.
MHRA published how to get a parallel import licence for your medicine in the UK, including pharmacovigilance
requirements and submitting your application.
Gov.uk announced £100m to support children, adults and families achieve and maintain a healthier weight. Sir
Keith Mills has been appointed to advise on a new ‘incentives and reward approach’ to encourage healthy
behaviours. These measures form part of the obesity strategy published last July. Funding comprises £70m to be
invested into weight management services made available through the NHS and councils, and £30m to fund
initiatives to help people maintain a healthy weight. This will include access to the free ‘NHS weight loss plan’ app
which is a 12-week programme, and the continuation of the ‘Better Health’ marketing campaign to motivate people
to make healthier choices.
NHSE announced ‘Op COURAGE’: The Veterans Mental Health and Wellbeing Service which is a specialist care
service for Armed Forces veterans struggling with their mental health and wellbeing. Those needing urgent help
will receive a same day referral. The ‘high intensity’ treatment has already been trialled in some areas and will be
rolled out across the country by April 2021 as part of OpCOURAGE, which brings together all specialist services for
veterans under one name.
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Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS
Foundation Trust have announced further details of the Lancashire and South Cumbria New Hospitals
Programme, which will see the Trusts work together with the government to build new, centrally funded hospital
facilities locally. They will work with other Trusts and health organisations across Lancashire and South Cumbria to
develop their proposals.
MHRA published the current listing of UK brokers authorised to broker human medicines, including company
name, registration and address.
Lincolnshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust have opened a new adult acute treatment ward in Greylees near
Sleaford. The 15-bed acute treatment ward will provide support for women who are experiencing a severe, short
term episode of mental ill health and who cannot be safely supported by community-based services. The unit will
help to reduce the number of patients having to travel outside of Lincolnshire for hospital care.
MHRA published guidance on how to notify the MHRA of an organisation’s intention to carry out a clinical
investigation for medical devices.
NHSE – Zolgensma, which has a list price of £1.79m per dose and halts the progression of spinal muscular
atrophy (SMA), which involves loss of movement, muscle weakness and paralysis, and is the leading genetic cause
of death in infants, will be available in England this year for the first time. NICE said there was “exceptional
benefit to young babies” with this rare but often fatal genetic disease and the NHS has said it has struck
“a landmark confidential deal” which will allow up to 80 infants a year in England to benefit from the drug. It is
administered as a single dose and replaces the function of the faulty SMN1 gene.
Public Health England have published monthly counts of Escherichia coli (E.coli) bacteraemia by organisation and
location of onset (from April 2019).
British Journal of General Practice have published ‘Primary care networks: are they fit for the future?’ It
identifies that ’if PCNs are to assume a significant role within integrated care systems, contribute to ‘provider
collaboratives’, and develop services collaboratively with other practitioners such as pharmacists, dentists, and
the third sector, they will likely need additional management and professional expertise including: project
management support; population health needs analysis; organisational development; financial management;
and human resources and change management’. At present, there is no indication as to where the funding for
such support may come from, nor that this need has been recognised in national policy.
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Public Health England have published monthly counts of Clostridioides difficile (C. difficile) infections by NHS
organisation and prior trust exposure (from April 2019) in patients aged 2 years and over.
Gov.uk have published changes to the immigration rules to make it easier to recruit health and care staff.
Pharmacists, laboratory technicians, senior care workers and nursing assistants are among roles that have been
added to the Shortage Occupation List, which gives people in these roles an advantage in obtaining a skilled worker
visa. Health services and public health managers and directors, residential, day and domiciliary care managers, and
health professionals not elsewhere classified, such as audiologists and dental hygiene therapists, have also been
added to the Shortage Occupation List.
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health have announced the launch of Paediatrics 2040. This is a
three-year project to help them understand how their discipline will change and evolve in the coming decades, their
role as paediatricians, and how the College needs to change to support their members in the years ahead.
Public Health England have published guidance and shared learning for abdominal aortic aneurysm screening
providers, commissioners and other stakeholders on reducing barriers to attendance.
NIHR and NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) has announced a new funding competition to award £19.9m
to a number of new NIHR Blood and Transplant Research Units (BTRUs). Currently, NIHR funds four NIHR BTRUs,
which are centres of multidisciplinary research excellence in human translational medicine related to blood and
organ transplantation. This new funding competition seeks to fund new BTRUs which can focus on a number of key
priority areas including:
• blood donation
• organ donation and transplantation
• therapeutics
• data-driven transfusion practice
• transfusion and transplantation transmitted infections.
The awarded sum will allow for five BTRUs to be funded for a five-year period, one in each of the identified priority
areas.
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North East Essex Clinical Commissioning Group have awarded a contract for £440m to the North East Essex
Integrated Community Services (NICS) which is an alliance partnership comprising the East Suffolk and North Essex
NHS Foundation Trust, GP Primary Choice, Essex Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust and Virgin. NICS will
be responsible for providing services such as community nursing and intermediate care, stroke rehabilitation and
community beds from July 2021.
Gov.uk launched a 12-week call for evidence to better understand women’s experiences of the health and care
system. All women are urged to share their experiences via a survey to form the basis of a new Women’s Health
Strategy. The strategy will set an ambitious and positive new agenda to improve health and wellbeing and ensure
health services are meeting the needs of women.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust have appointed Sir David Nicholson KCB CBE as Trust Chairman
from 1 May 2021. Sir David will retain his role as Chairman of Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust which he
has held for the past two years. His career in NHS management has spanned more than 30 years and has included
the most senior posts in the service.
Royal College of General Practice have appointed Professor Rich Withnall as Chief Examiner from 1st June this
year. In his work outside the College, Rich is an Honorary Surgeon to Her Majesty the Queen and is about to
become the UK Ministry of Defence’s Director of Healthcare in the rank of Air Vice-Marshal.

Health Technology and Information Update
Derbyshire’s Integrated Care System (ICS) signed a 10-year £7.2m contract with Orion Health to develop and
implement a shared care record. The contract will support planning and population health management and after
minimum viable solution targets have been achieved, will continue to develop the record to support joined up care
and new digital services, as well as using the platform to capture new data to shape future plans.
West Midlands Academic Health Science Network (WMAHSN) has awarded funding of up to £10k through
the Safety Innovation & Improvement Fund to the following projects:
• Self-testing devices for anti-coagulation patients’ from The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust.
• ‘Reducing incidence and harm of extravasations’ and ‘Induction of labour co-ordinator’ by Birmingham Women’s
& Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. New Cross CALM: Civility, Appreciation and Learning in Maternity’
from The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust.
• Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust’s ‘Learning from Excellence QI’ initiative.
• Wye Valley NHS Trust’s ‘Care homes aspiration pneumonia prevention service (CHAPPS).
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NHSX has launched a brand-new information governance portal providing a ‘one-stop shop’ for NHS policies and
guidance. The new portal covers everything from GDPR in research to record management. Contents include: the
Caldicott Principles; Data Security and Protection (DSP) Toolkit; UK Data Protection Act 2018; NHS guidance on
off-shoring and use of public cloud services; national data opt-out; the records management code of practice.
NHSX has released an ‘eye care digital playbook’, which directs clinicians and organisations to digital tools that can
support patient pathways. The resource, which is extensive and features numerous case studies, can be used by eye
care specialists looking to digitally enhance their ophthalmology pathways, remote monitoring and sharing of
diagnostics. A step-by-step, recommended eye care pathway is also featured. This sets out the relevant case
studies, examples and potentially useful digital tools for different clinicians at each stage of a patients’ eye journey.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scottish Government have announced a £1m Grassroots Fund which will provide resources to third sector
organisations to enable them to increase capacity and provide further reach into the community for people who
experience problem drug use and their families.
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WALES
Welsh Government announced a new Targeted Intervention Framework for the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health
Board following its de-escalation from special measures in November last year. They have set out four key areas
that require improvement within the health board:
• Mental Health (adult and children).
• Strategy, planning and performance.
• Leadership (including governance, transformation and culture).
• Engagement (patients, public, staff and partners).
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board has identified that it needs to change the way a number of its clinical
services are delivered. Like other areas, the Health Board faces a number of challenges, including meeting the needs
of a growing and ageing population, staff shortages and outdated hospital facilities. As part of their 10-year
Shaping Our Future Wellbeing strategy they proposed bringing care closer to its communities and continuing to
develop Health and Wellbeing Centres and Wellbeing Hubs, as well as enhancing its model for care at home. The
Health Board would like to develop Health and Wellbeing Centres in each of its three localities at Cardiff Royal
Infirmary, Barry and North Cardiff.
Welsh Government announced a new £700k fund to provide specialist Microprocessor Controlled Prosthetic
Knees (MPK) to eligible patients. The fund will be available from 1st April to those eligible via the NHS Prosthetic
and Amputee Rehabilitation services, which are delivered in-house by three specialist Artificial Limb and Appliance
Centres (ALACs) located in Cardiff, Swansea and Wrexham.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health launched a recruitment competition seeking to appoint a permanent Mental Health
Champion for Northern Ireland. The competition is being advertised on the Department of Health’s website and the
process will be competitive. The current interim Mental Health Champion, Professor Siobhan O’Neill has agreed to
continue in post until a permanent appointee can be identified.

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Public Health Wales have appointed Dr Fu-Meng Khaw as the National Director of Health Protection and
Screening Services and Medical Director.
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board have appointed Professor Meriel Jenney as Deputy Medical Director.
Professor Jenney is an internationally renowned paediatric oncologist with extensive operational and professional
leadership experience.
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URCE thoughts…
A key barrier to NHS reform is the persistent undervaluing of general practice. Integrated Care Systems will only be
effective with a strong primary care base. The implication that GPs simply manage risk while patients wait to see
‘specialists’ is not accurate and is representative of a recurrent problem. GPs are specialists – specialists in general
practice. It is often quoted that GPs handle 90% of patient contact with the NHS, but it is rarely explained that
they do this on an average budget of £155 per patient per year – £155 for unlimited specialist general practice is
an absolute bargain. AI and genomic analysis may be the expensive cherry on the cake at some point, but they are
unlikely to add much to the management of the mountain of complex comorbidity that GPs manage and is such a
key challenge for the NHS – those aged 75 and above with heart failure, kidney failure, memory failure and (often)
social circumstances failure.
Until general practice is appropriately valued and funded, the ICS reforms will fail.
Wishing you all a productive week,
URCE
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