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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
• Public Health England has published the first independent analysis in the UK showing the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine is effective against COVID-19 from the first dose.
• Gov.uk has published the ‘COVID-19 Response – Spring 2021’, setting out the roadmap out of the current
lockdown for England.
• NHSE published the NHS Commercial Framework for New Medicines. The 2019 Voluntary Scheme for Branded
Medicines Pricing and Access, committed NHS England and NHS Improvement to publishing a commercial
framework, setting out more operational detail on the commercial arrangements with industry.
• Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, National Institute for Health and Care
Excellence and the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) have awarded the first ‘Innovation Passport’ to
Belzutifan, a treatment developed by MSD (UK) for adults with Von Hippel-Lindau syndrome (a rare genetic
disorder that causes cancer).
• Gov.uk announced the appointment of Dr June Raine as the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency’s (MHRA) new Chief Executive, having been the interim CEO since 2019.
• NHSX announced new national baseline criteria for digital health technologies into the NHS and social care.
It is designed to be used by suppliers to build technology– and by healthcare organisations to build and to buy
technologies– that meet NHS minimum baseline standards.
• NHS Scotland published their Diabetes Improvement plan for 2021-2026. There are eight priority areas.
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COVID-19 News
Public Health England has published the first independent analysis in the UK showing the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is effective against COVID-19 from the first dose.
Gov.uk has published the ‘COVID-19 Response - Spring 2021’, setting out the roadmap out of the current
lockdown for England.
NHSE announced £4.2m for CCGs to boost COVID-19 vaccine uptake in areas with low uptake in ethnic minority,
marginalised or deprived communities.

Other NHS Related News
NHSE – the NHS is supporting staff who have pushed their minds and bodies to the limit over the last year, to look
after their mental health. As part of the health service response to this pressure, staff will be offered access to
evidence-based mental health services at one of 40 hubs.
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NHSE published the NHS Commercial Framework for New Medicines. The 2019 Voluntary Scheme for Branded
Medicines Pricing and Access, committed NHS England and NHS Improvement to publishing a commercial
framework, setting out more operational detail on the commercial arrangements with industry. The commercial
framework:
• Outlines the purpose and principles on which NHS commercial medicines activity will be based.
• Defines the roles and responsibilities of those involved in commercial medicines activity and details how
pharmaceutical companies can engage with the NHS.
• Clarifies the routes to routine commissioning in the NHS, and where commercial activity can occur in those
routes.
• Outlines commercial flexibilities, and circumstances where they could be considered.
NHSE announced a trial involving more than 31,000 women who will be offered Human Papillomavirus Virus
(HPV) home testing kits to carry out smear tests in the privacy and convenience of their own homes. The swab tests
will be posted to women or given out by a GP to increase take-up of screening for the Human Papillomavirus Virus
(HPV), which can lead to cervical cancer.
Gov.uk has provided guidance for vulnerable groups offered vitamin D supplements by the government this winter.
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
and the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) have awarded the first ‘Innovation Passport’ to Belzutifan, a
treatment developed by MSD (UK) for adults with Von Hippel-Lindau syndrome (a rare genetic disorder that
causes cancer). This means patients could benefit much sooner from this treatment and it will be accelerated
through the approval process; the Innovative Licensing and Access Pathway (ILAP). Launched in January this year,
the ILAP combines the MHRAs globally recognised high standards of quality and safety with improved flexibility to
reduce the time it takes innovative treatments to be available to NHS patients. Medicines developed through the
ILAP will have more focus on patient engagement than ever before. By incorporating patient views, both on the
benefits and risks of medicines in the pathway, and on how to improve patient outcomes throughout the product
lifecycle, medicines can be developed to meet patient requirements more successfully.
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Invest North East England – The North East Health, Life Sciences and Medicines Manufacturing Strategy has
been developed by the North East Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) working in partnership with the NHS,
businesses, universities and leaders in the health and life sciences sector. As well as aiming to double the number of
jobs in the sector from 12,000 to 24,000 by 2030, the strategy aims to double the number of businesses active in
the North East health and life sciences community from 150 to 300.
DHSC published the appointment letter for government major projects portfolio (GMPP) senior responsible owners
(SROs). These include one for the new Hospital Programme and one for the Human Genomes Project. The letters
detail the date of appointment, the project deliverables, what the SRO is responsible for and how long the role is
expected to last for.
Operose Health — a subsidiary of US company Centene — has acquired AT Medics, which operates 37 GP
practices across London, mostly under alternative provider medical services (APMS) contracts. These will add to the
21 GP practices in England that Operose already runs.
South Tyneside and Sunderland NHS Foundation Trust ‘Path to Excellence’ project – will see South Tyneside
District Hospital provide only planned operations, with all emergency operations and some planned procedures
taking place at Sunderland Royal Hospital. Both hospitals would continue to provide outpatient services as well as
diagnostic tests and scans. Phase Two of ‘Path to Excellence’ was paused almost a year ago to allow frontline NHS
staff to focus on the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. As the second wave begins to subside, that work will
now resume and will focus on the transformation of surgical services first on the agenda.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Gov.uk announced their preferred candidate to become the National Data Guardian – Nicola Byrne. The Health
and Social Care Committee have to approve the candidate. Nicola is currently Deputy Medical Director, Caldicott
Guardian and Chief Clinical Information Officer at South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust. If appointed
National Data Guardian, Nicola intends to retain a clinical role at the trust.
Gov.uk announced the appointment of Dr June Raine as the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency’s (MHRA) new Chief Executive, having been the interim CEO since 2019.
NIHR Clinical Research Network has appointed Samantha Liscio PhD to the position of Chief Information and
Technology Officer.
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Health Technology and Information Update
East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust (ESNEFT) has become one of the first trusts in the UK to
introduce brand new augmented reality technology to help its laparoscopic surgeons to further improve their skills.
The Association of British HealthTech Industries has launched UK Healthcare Pavilion, a virtual platform that
showcases the UK’s healthcare and life sciences sector. The platform is also a searchable directory of UK companies
providing overseas buyers with a way to identify and engage with UK industry and healthcare organisations.
Medway NHS Foundation Trust has chosen Allscripts Sunrise as its EPR (electronic patient record), after
announcing that it aims to go-live on the first part of the project later in 2021.
NHSX published the new national baseline criteria for digital health technologies into the NHS and social care. It is
designed to be used by suppliers to build technology– and by healthcare organisations to build and to buy
technologies– that meet the NHS minimum baseline standards. The DTAC is available as a document that you can
download and print. The DTAC evolved in response to developers and those making buying and commissioning
decisions, who are looking to NHSX for clear direction on how to build and buy good digital health technologies.
Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has launched a department of digital medicine, which will
strengthen and accelerate their pioneering work in using digital technology to provide the best care possible for
their patients. The new department will be responsible for monitoring the clinical safety of digital systems,
coordinate clinical input into the design of our digital infrastructure, and support the implementation of new
technologies like clinical artificial intelligence (AI) into practice. It will also undertake real-world validation of new
capabilities and rapid piloting of new digital services.
NHS Digital has made improvements to the NHS e-Referral Service (e-RS) after receiving feedback from GPs and
consultants. The service is used as a tool by primary care clinicians to get advice from secondary care clinicians
before they make a referral. This ensures that patients see the right clinician at the right time and only when
needed.
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Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic COVID-19 News
Public Health Scotland – findings from the first study (EAVE II) to assess the impact of COVID-19 vaccination on
prevention of severe illness from COVID-19 in the community, found that four weeks after administration of a first
dose, risk of hospitalisation was reduced by up to 85% by the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine and up to 94% by the Astra
Zeneca vaccine.

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
NHS Scotland – the number of patients waiting for endoscopy in Scotland has increased by 44.5% due to the
pressures COVID-19 has placed on the NHS. Latest Public Health Scotland (PHS) statistics showed 31,637 people
were waiting for the procedure in December. They also revealed the percentage who had been waiting 39-52 weeks
increased from 6.1% to 18.5%.
NHS Scotland published their Diabetes Improvement plan for 2021- 2026. There are eight priority areas:
1. Prevention and Early Detection of Diabetes and its Complications
2. Type 1 Diabetes
3. Person-Centred Care
4. Equity of Access
5. Supporting and Developing Staff
6. Inpatient Diabetes
7. Improving Information
8. Innovation.
NHS Highland – Argyll & Bute Health & Social Care Partnership (HSCP) has begun carrying COVID test samples
and other medical materials on drone delivery flights between medical facilities in the Argyll & Bute region.
Following a proof-of-concept phase last year, the three-month initiative, which aims to help improve COVID-19
related logistics to and from remote locations, has now been expanded and is fully operational.
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WALES
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – St David’s Hospice opened its satellite unit at Ysbyty Penrhos
Stanley in Holyhead at the beginning of March. Anglesey Hospice, a four-bed inpatient unit, which utilises a
redundant ward of the community hospital, provides the local people of Anglesey, respite and end of life care for
those living with life-limiting illnesses, as well as providing support for many of their loved ones.
NHS Wales – the number of people who are waiting for non-urgent hospital treatment has hit a record high of
538,861.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Education announced a new Text-a-Nurse service to provide young people with a secure and
confidential text messaging service to a school nurse for advice and support. The service is aimed at 11- to
19-year-olds and will be delivered by the School Nursing Teams.
Northern Ireland Executive has announced funding of £1.5million to help improve patient throughput at dental
surgeries in Northern Ireland. The new grant scheme is designed to provide financial support for dental practices for
upgrading or installing new ventilation systems which will increase the volume of treatment and care provided to
patients and help reduce the number of patients who have been unable to obtain appointments.
Northern Ireland – new statistics show that there are more than 323,000 people in Northern Ireland waiting for
a first appointment with a consultant. The latest figures span October to December 2020, when the health system
was dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. The ministerial target relating to outpatient waiting times states that
by March 2021, at least 50% of patients should wait no longer than nine weeks for a first outpatient appointment,
with no patient waiting longer than 52 weeks.
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Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
Glasgow Caledonian University have awarded an honorary professorship to the Scottish Government Deputy
Chief Medical Officer Dr Nicola Steedman.

URCE thoughts…
The COVID tool (QCovid) was commissioned by Chris Whitty from a team at Oxford University and took into
account a multiplicity of health conditions and circumstances that increase an individual’s likelihood of death from
COVID-19. This was based on health record data from more than 8 million people during the first wave of the
pandemic. All of us know that this data is there, but, along with so many other things, it is the national crisis that
has taught us that the NHS needs to use it.
It is clear that once this data has been used, the concept of using data to inform individuals about health risks
cannot be unthought. Chris Whitty’s project demonstrates that we know how to use data to develop a clear risk
analysis, and then – and this is the key part – how to act upon it.
Recent years have seen the NHS talk a great deal about population health management. What is important here
is the active management of health - not the data on its own. It’s great to have the data. But it only matters if you
actually do some health care management with it. As a result of this algorithm, a range of newly identified people
received a letter from their GP suggesting they should shield until at least 31 March. Let’s consider what this means
for the future. This is all based on the premise that if your GP proactively contacts you about your health care risks,
you might change your behaviour. It depends upon you trusting the warning letter the GP has sent you. Every GP
now knows which of the patients on their list are at higher risk of serious illness from COVID-19. And they don’t
retain that knowledge in the surgery, they proactively inform their patients. Set this alongside our experience of the
vaccination programme – where GPs have been texting and ringing their patients asking them to get appointments
for the vaccine. Up until now that has been about age but now it will also be about long-term conditions. This
process now demonstrates a close understanding of personal issues and health risks by practices and acting on that
knowledge, intervening to invite individuals for a medical input – the vaccination. In the past primary care mainly
waited until we referred ourselves to ‘see the doctor’. It was up to us to be active and for them to sit and wait. Now,
in two crucial areas they have demonstrated that they can proactively contact us about health risks.
Given the way in which primary care has now shown its capacity to inform patients about health care risks, can we
expect, post COVID-19, a much more proactive primary care?
Stay safe,
Applied Healthcare Academy Ltd
Registered Offices
117 High Street, Chesham, England, HP5 1DE.
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