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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
•

Gov.uk announced funding for the most promising COVID-19 treatments as they will soon be fast-tracked
through the UK’s clinical trial system.

•

Gov.uk issued the NHS White Paper setting out legislative proposals for a Health and Care Bill.

•

NHS England – a proposal is in process for the digital teams from NHSX and clinical transformation teams at
NHS England to work more closely with each other.

•

Diabetes UK and Fitbit have announced a three-year partnership which aims to educate on the
importance of leading a healthier and more active lifestyle.

•

Welsh Government have announced £10m to fund 84 new ambulances for the West Ambulance Service.

•

Department of Health have announced that HM Treasury has agreed to waive the normal budgeting
treatment for COVID-19 PPE stock so the changes made by the Treasury will allow the Department to spend
£175m in this financial year on PPE supplies that can be used in the 2021/22 financial year.
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COVID-19 News
MHRA published their safety surveillance strategy for monitoring the safety of all UK-approved COVID-19
vaccines. This has been informed by the Government’s independent advisory body, the Commission on Human
Medicines and expertise across the UK public health sector.
UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) is providing funding of £4.5m to four new projects to research how and why
people from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic backgrounds have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19.
Gov.uk announced funding for the most promising COVID-19 treatments as they will soon be fast-tracked through
the UK’s clinical trial system. The funding has been awarded to expand the AGILE clinical trial platform and will
allow for global innovators to progress cutting-edge treatments for COVID-19 through all 3 clinical trial phases in
the UK.

Other NHS Related News
Gov.uk issued the NHS White Paper setting out legislative proposals for a Health and Care Bill. You can now read
some ‘Top Tips’ on the AHA LMS about the ‘leaked White Paper details’ and also now a summary of the actual
White Paper – which is not very different from the leak!
Royal College of Ophthalmology is seeking views on the proposed Age-Related Macular degeneration (AMD)
Services: Commissioning Guidance. The guidance follows the RCOphth guidance development process and is based
on best available evidence obtained from systematic review of the literature, and is compliant with the National
Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) Clinical Guideline on AMD NG82 and the NICE quality standard
QS180 (standards 3 and 4).
Gov.uk have announced a new review, which will focus on the more efficient and safe use of health data for
research and analysis for the benefit of patients and the healthcare sector. This will complement the forthcoming
Data Strategy for Health and Social Care which will set the direction for the use of data in a post-pandemic
healthcare system.
DHSC – released the framework agreement between the Department of Health and Social Care and NHS
Resolution. This document outlines how the Department of Health and Social Care and NHS Resolution will work
together. It sets out roles, responsibilities, governance and accountability arrangements and how the Department
and NHS Resolution will work in partnership to serve patients, the public and the taxpayer.
MHRA published a list of Medicinal products that have received a marketing authorisation with orphan status on
or after 1 January 2021 from the UK Licensing Authority – the MHRA – now that we are out of Europe.
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NIHR has awarded funding to University of Liverpool and Alder Hey Children’s Hospital to begin a clinical trial
aimed at improving the lives of people with cystic fibrosis (CF). The study will seek to address how the treatment
burden for people with CF could be safely reduced.
Gov.uk announced the Local government finance settlement for next year –with councils to share £51.3bn, which
is an increase of £2.3bn in core spending and includes access to an extra £1bn for social care. But this is unlikely to
be enough!
Gov.uk has published its draft rules of the road for governing the future use of digital identities. It is part of plans to
make it quicker and easier for people to verify themselves using modern technology and create a process as trusted
as using passports or bank statements. And this will be key for health as we move forward.
NICE is recommending treatment options for severe pregnancy sickness in new published draft guidance.
Gov.uk publishes details of the current Directors of Public Health – there are 134 directors of public health posts
across 152 local authorities (this includes instances where local authorities have entered into shared arrangements
to optimise the public health service they can offer.
NHS England – a proposal is in process for the digital teams from NHSX and clinical transformation teams at NHS
England to work more closely with each other. The proposal aims to bring together the Improvement directorate
within NHSE which leads on outpatient transformation programmes, with digital teams from NHSX, to continue to
drive collaboration to re-design patient care pathways.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital King’s Lynn NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Claire Kent as their new
Head of Organisational Culture.
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NHS Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Mark Lam as the new chair of the trust. Mark
joins the Royal Free London from Barnet, Enfield and Haringey Mental Health Trust and East London Foundation
Trust where he is chair. He will join the trust when the current chair, Dominic Dodd, stands down later this year,
after serving his maximum term.
University College London Hospitals have appointed David Probert as their new Chief Executive. David is
currently chief executive at Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation and will move to UCL in the late summer.

Health Technology and Information Update
Mid and South Essex NHS Foundation Trust has launched a new app that helps patients with Inflammatory
Bowel Disease (IBD) to monitor their own condition. The app, which allows IBD patients to self-test and
self-monitor safely from home, has been piloted by the Trust with over 200 patients having already used it.
Diabetes UK and Fitbit have announced a three-year partnership which aims to educate on the importance of
leading a healthier and more active lifestyle. The two will work together to promote how such a lifestyle can play a
role in the prevention of type 2 diabetes and management of all types of diabetes. As part of this partnership, the
organisations will collaborate on a series of initiatives throughout 2021 and the coming years to encourage healthy
behaviour change, including the One Million Step Challenge, to encourage participants to move more.
Professional Record Standards Body (PRSB), responsible for the development of standards for digital health and
care records, has launched a new vendor scheme to support integrated care. The ‘Standards Partnership Scheme’
has been launched to visibly recognise and support vendors that are implementing endorsed record standards, in a
bid to help improve and integrate care through interoperability.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic COVID-19 News
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde have developed a new online COVID-19 recovery guide.
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2. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scotland’s Chief Scientist Office has part-funded a new ‘how was your day?’ app, which is being tested with NHS
Education for Scotland, NHS Lothian, NHS Tayside, the University of Aberdeen and the University of St Andrews.
The workplace engagement start-up, called Trickle, launched in 2018 and focuses on developing apps to support
employee wellbeing. In December 2020 the company launched a 12-month pilot of the app which allows
healthcare staff to provide instant feedback on working conditions to their employers. It aims to help organisations
build a more inclusive workplace and achieve better performance by engaging, collaborating and supporting the
health and wellbeing of their people.
Scottish Medicines Committee has approved a new drug for relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis, ozanimod
– which has the brand name Zeposia. The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has made an
interim decision not to approve ozanimod for use in England and Wales. This is not the final decision and NICE will
consider feedback before reviewing it.
NHS Highland has awarded a £32m contract to Balfour Beatty to build a new, Ophthalmology and
Orthopaedic health facility in Inverness. The new facility will provide elective orthopaedic surgery and full
ophthalmology services to surrounding communities, helping to reduce the waiting times for patients across the
Highlands.

WALES
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – Ysbyty Gwynedd – a new specialised three-bedded unit that services
the intense needs of patients after a major surgical procedure has opened and is designed for patients who require
enhanced care following their operation.
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Hywel Dda University Health Board – work on new neonatal facilities at Glangwili Hospital in Carmarthen,
Carmarthenshire has continued throughout the pandemic with a new special care baby unit (SCBU) set to open
later this year. This second phase of £25.2m maternity improvements at the hospital will provide a modern
environment for babies and families.
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board – work has commenced with a £14m investment from Welsh
Government on a new Wellbeing Hub in Cardiff which is being built onto the current Council Powerhouse
Community Hub. This makes use of the services provided from the Powerhouse with a community café, shared
community rooms and an advice area, where health, local authority and third sector groups can provide advice,
education and wellbeing services.
Welsh Government have announced £10m for the funding of 84 new ambulances for the West Ambulance
Service. They also announced a further £1.6m in funding to the Emergency Medical Retrieval and Transfer Service
(EMRTS) to expand the service into a 24/7 operation and establish the Critical Care Transfer Service. This is
additional money following the £1.7m already given to the service. This service will support the national transfer
of critically ill adults across Wales.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Western Health and Social Care Trust – the Our Hearts Our Minds programme for cardiovascular health is a
nurse-led preventive cardiology programme delivered under the Department of Health’s Transformation agenda.
It supports patients after a cardiovascular event helping them to achieve healthier lifestyles, manage their blood
pressure and cholesterol as well as making sure that they are on the right cardioprotective medications. Now people
with cardiovascular problems are to become the first in the world to be offered a Fitbit smartwatch in combination
with an app to detect atrial fibrillation. Through its innovative Our Hearts Our Minds programme, the Western
Trust’s Fibricheck is the world’s first validated app for the detection of Atrial Fibrillation using the Fitbit device.
Department of Health – announcement that HM Treasury has agreed to waive the normal budgeting treatment
for COVID-19 PPE stock so that changes made by the Treasury will allow the Department to spend £175m in this
financial year, on PPE supplies that can be used in the 2021/22 financial year.
Public Health Agency has launched pre-consultation for suicide prevention and post-vention services.
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URCE thoughts
Jonny Pearson-Stuttard and colleagues have published a new COVID-19 analysis. It slices and dices data; ONS
deprivation data with a COVID-19 tracker.It’s really interesting and very revealing – follow this link to check on your
area. Worst-off areas had nine-times more infections. Infection rates more than doubled in the bottom 10% of the
poorest social and economic areas compared to those areas deemed better-off. Urban areas are much harder hit,
than rural Britain. The association between deprivation and cumulative COVID-19 infection rates persisted across
all nine English regions, but with large variations. Infection rates were 41% higher in the North West, and Yorkshire
and the Humber, combined, than in the rest of the country. Local Authority areas with an ONS deprivation score
of over 30, Blackburn, Burnley, Pendle, Oldham, Rochdale, Manchester, Barking and Dagenham, fared the worst.
Before the pandemic, these areas – places with worse housing, fewer employment opportunities and higher crime
rates – had substantially higher mortality rates than less deprived areas. COVID-19 opened up a fault-line across
England. Blackburn’s estimated cumulative infection rate per 100,000 of population was 13,691. Compare
Torridge in Devon with just 1,502. The legacy of COVID-19 is a picture of poverty, bad housing, poor jobs and
health inequalities. Our inheritance, if we want it, is the knowledge, understanding and awareness that gives us the
chance to be more equitable, more efficient and more compassionate.
Wishing you all a productive week and stay safe,
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