



Weekly
Newsletter
February 2021 - Week 4

Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
•

Guardian – studies in Israel have offered tentative optimism on the effectiveness of vaccines in curbing the
coronavirus pandemic, with initial data suggesting even the early stages of inoculation campaigns might have
marked decreases in both hospital cases and infections.

•

NIHR are supporting the COVID-19 Heterologous Prime Boost study known as ‘Com-Cov’ – this clinical study
will determine whether it is as effective to alternate different approved vaccines for the first and second dose,
as it is to give the same one. If a combination of different vaccines for a two-dose schedule, is proven safe and
suitable, it would further bolster UK vaccination capabilities and minimise the potential disruption that supply
chain difficulties could cause.

•

MHRA has made changes to the way they issue safety messaging to healthcare providers. ‘Drug alerts’ and
‘company led drug alerts’ will no longer be issued.

•

NICE have launched a third consultation process on proposals to change the processes which NICE uses to
develop its guidance on medicines, medical devices, diagnostics and digital health technologies.

•

DHSC – leaked details on the Department of Health and Social Care’s legislative proposals for a Health and
Care Bill - February 2021, identify the abolition of CCGs and the establishment of Statutory ICS boards with
responsibility for system control total.

•

NHS Supply Chain has launched an updated Medical IT Department Software and Hardware Solutions
framework which will run for two years and give NHS trusts access to an expanded choice of the latest
technology from more than 70 pre-vetted suppliers.

•

Scottish Gov announced in September 2020 – an Independent Review of Adult Social Care in Scotland as
part of the Programme for Government. The Review was chaired by Derek Feeley, a former Scottish Government
Director General for Health and Social Care and Chief Executive of NHS Scotland. The report has now been
published and makes more than 50 recommendations for radical changes to adult social care which include
national improvement programmes to raise standards in care homes and the appointment of a Minister
for Social Care to oversee improvements.

•

Northern Ireland Government have announced over £1m funding for the Health Innovation Research Alliance
Northern Ireland (HIRANI)
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COVID-19 News
NHSE/I announced that the NHS has now offered the COVID-19 vaccine to residents at every eligible care home
across England. This is a major milestone for the NHS vaccination programme meaning nurses, GPs and other NHS
staff have offered the life-saving jab to people living at more than 10,000 care homes with older residents.
Guardian – studies in Israel have offered tentative optimism on the effectiveness of vaccines in curbing the
coronavirus pandemic, with initial data suggesting even the early stages of inoculation campaigns might bring
about marked decreases in both hospital cases and infections.
NHS England is currently developing ‘an accessible model’ for delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine to the
homeless and other vulnerable groups. Homeless people have not been specifically included as part of the JCVI
advice. Nadhim Zahawi said in a statement that NHS England is working with voluntary and community
organisations, inclusion health providers and others to develop the approach.
Lancet – Russia’s Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine gives around 92% protection against COVID-19, late-stage trial
results published in the Lancet confirm.
Oxford University – the Oxford COVID-19 vaccine shows sustained protection of 76% during the 3-month
interval until the second dose.





Back to Contents

Weekly
Newsletter
February 2021 - Week 4

GlaxoSmithKline and Germany’s CureVac have reached an €150m (£132m) agreement to develop a next
generation of COVID-19 vaccines targeting new emerging variants in the pandemic. The two companies said they
plan to work jointly to develop a vaccine that can address ‘multiple emerging variants in one vaccine’.
NIHR are supporting the COVID-19 Heterologous Prime Boost study known as ‘Com-Cov’ –  this clinical study is
the first in the world to determine whether it is as effective to alternate different approved vaccines for the first and
second dose, as it is to give the same one. If a combination of different vaccines for a two-dose schedule is proven
safe and suitable, it would further bolster UK vaccination capabilities and minimise the potential disruption that
supply chain difficulties could cause. The study is also researching different dosing intervals.
NHS England will pay GPs an additional £10 for every COVID-19 vaccination they deliver to someone who is
housebound, as part of the drive to protect the most vulnerable people as swiftly as possible.
Gov.uk announced a contract with Derby based manufacturer SureScreen Diagnostics to supply 20 million rapid
validated lateral flow antigen tests.

Other NHS Related News
DHSC – leaked details on the Department of Health and Social Care’s legislative proposals for a Health and Care
Bill – February 2021, identify the abolition of CCGs and the establishment of statutory ICS boards with
responsibility for system control total – you can read more around this in the Top Tips section of the AHA LMS.
NHS Providers CEO in the Guardian is clear that it will take “months” to return to normal service after the
COVID-19 crisis is finally over, because its workforce is “exhausted and traumatised”.
Gov.uk is seeking views on the DHSC group accounting manual that applies to DHSC bodies for their annual
reports and accounts.
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NICE has issued an updated quality standard focusing on care for women of any age, including those aged under
18 years, who request an abortion. The key goals of the quality standard are improvements in the following areas:
•

choice of abortion technique

•

waiting time between referral and procedure

•

the proportion of abortions performed up to 10 weeks’ gestation

•

patients’ satisfaction with abortion care.

MHRA has made changes to the way they issue safety messaging to healthcare providers. ‘Drug alerts’ and ‘
company led drug alerts’ will no longer be issued. These are being replaced by a ‘medicines recall/notification’, which
will have the same layout and format. They are making these changes in line with their accreditation as an issuer of
National Patient Safety Alerts. They will no longer issue any safety communication which is called an ‘alert’ unless it
is a National Patient Safety Alert.
Guardian – hospital trusts in England have been told to stop using virtual assessments to section people under the
Mental Health Act after a judge ruled them unlawful. An NHS trust sought a court judgment on remote
assessments after the Department of Health and Social Care issued guidance in November indicating that this
method could be used as part of an evaluation during the pandemic.
NHSE/I have issued a letter providing information on the flu vaccines which will be reimbursable under the
2021/22 Community Pharmacy Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Advanced Service (Flu Vaccination Service).
NICE have launched a third consultation process on proposals to change the processes which NICE uses to develop
its guidance on medicines, medical devices, diagnostics and digital health technologies. As part of the proposals
(with consultation running until April 2021), they will explore opportunities for:
• Aligning the current guidance programme processes.
• New process improvements and ways of working.
• Improving the commercial and managed access processes.
• Clarifying the criteria for selecting topics for evaluation through NICE’s Highly Specialised Technologies
programme clearer and making the outcome easier to understand and more predictable for stakeholders.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
South Tyneside and Sunderland NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Hayley Wardle as Executive Director of
Finance.
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority have appointed the following as members: Tim Child, Jason
Kasraie, Catharine Seddon and Alison Marsden.
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Care Quality Commission have appointed Mark Chambers and Stephen Marston as non-executive directors of the
Care Quality Commission for 3 and 2 years respectively, from 4 January 2021.
NHSX have appointed Louis Bradshaw as the Deputy CIO to Sonia Patel the NHSX National NHS CIO.
NHSE Nursing Directorate has appointed Professor Jane Sandall as head of midwifery research and one of her key
focuses will be around ending racial health inequalities in maternity care.
NHSE Accelerated Access Collaborative have appointed Matt Whitty as Chief Executive of the collaborative and
also the Innovation, Research and Life Sciences Director at NHSE. Matt has been in the interim role since March
2020.
NHS County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust have appointed Lisa Ward as Associate Director of
Nursing and CNIO.

Health Technology and Information Update
North Staffordshire Combined Healthcare NHS Trust has published its digital strategy to outline its priorities
and methodology to deliver services to meet the needs of its local population over the next five years. As part of its
‘Digital by Choice Strategy’ it states plans to embed agile methodologies and respond quickly to any future
changes in demand and expectation from regulators and service users, through developing a deeper appreciation of
patient demand patterns. Over the next year the Trust plans to upgrade its infrastructure and ensure device
mobility. It plans to optimise and enhance existing platforms, work towards service users taking greater control of
their care and adopt a patient portal.
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Accelerated Access Collaborative and NHSE/I are to launch its MedTech Funding Mandate on 1 April 2021.
Initially planned to launch last year following a consultation process in December 2019, it explored at the time how
the NHS could adopt MedTech innovations to provide a quick return on investment. The mandate, to launch in April
2021, aims to get the best devices, diagnostics and digital products adopted quicker. Four technologies, who meet
the criteria to demonstrate cost savings within 12 months, will be supported as part of the programme.
These technologies are:
• Placental growth factor-based testing – a blood test to rule out pre-eclampsia in pregnant women.
•

SecurAcath – for securing percutaneous catheters.

• HeartFlow – creates a 3D model of a patient’s coronary arteries and assesses the extent and location of
blockages.
•

gammaCore – a handheld device which alleviates the symptoms of severe cluster headaches.

The programme also works with NICE to put technologies through the appropriate assessments. Earlier in
2021, NICE completed its first digital health technologies assessment as part of a pilot project – a process for new
technologies to evaluate if they are clinically effective and offer economic value. From 1 April 2022 technologies
not previously supported by the programme may be covered by the MedTech Funding
Mandate, with further information due in July 2021.
NHS Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group are trialling a smartphone app with remote monitoring technology
for COVID-19 patients. The app – called MyDignio – aims to help relieve pressure on hospitals and potentially
reduce unnecessary admissions by allowing patients to report symptoms from home.
NHS Supply Chain has launched an updated Medical IT Department Software and Hardware Solutions framework
which will run for two years and give NHS trusts access to an expanded choice of the latest technology from more
than 70 pre-vetted suppliers. It significantly increases the range of products available and offers hospital trusts a
wide range of services and flexible IT software products designed to modernise NHS systems, increasing efficiency.
These will also help NHS Supply Chain work with NHS organisations to adopt technologies such as artificial
intelligence (AI) and business analytics, as well as the use of data management and cloud-based software.
Cardiff University has developed what it calls a ‘pioneering research-based app’ to provide support and advice for
people who are unable to fulfil their wish to have children. The app – MyJourney – is from the University’s Fertility
Studies Research Group at the School of Psychology. Created in collaboration with the fertility charities
APFertilidade and Fertility Network UK, it aims to give expert advice, information and ‘step-by-step support’ for
those struggling with fertility problems. Both men and women are being invited to sign-up and help trial the app,
which is aimed at ‘all people, regardless of gender or circumstance’, with the hope that it will be rolled out for use
over summer 2021.
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has co-designed a diabetes app for patients, to help
support remote self-management. Called the DBm-Health™ app, this is a co-creation between clinicians and the
company Sensyne Health. The technology is currently being launched to a limited number of patients but with a
view to being rolled out across the Trust.
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NHSX, is supporting Healthy.io to offer 500,000 patients with diabetes and high blood pressure
technology-supported home-testing kits over the next 3 years. This will turn a smartphone camera into a
clinical-grade tool to detect early kidney disease.
Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust has launched a new app library, which focuses on
people’s mental health and wellbeing. The new digital service, created in in partnership with ORCHA (the
Organisation for the Review of Care and Health Apps), aims to enable quicker and easier access to safe,
accredited apps.
Innovate UK has announced a £900k boost – which brings total funding to £2.1m – for Invatech Health, to help
develop its cloud-based pharmacy dispensary software. The extra financial support will see the company work on
new features for Titan PMR which processes over 1.5m prescriptions a month in England and Wales.

Celtic Nations News

1. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scottish Gov – announced in September 2020 an Independent Review of Adult Social Care in Scotland as part of
the Programme for Government. The Review was chaired by Derek Feeley, a former Scottish Government Director
General for Health and Social Care and Chief Executive of NHS Scotland. The report has now been published and
makes more than 50 recommendations for radical changes to adult social care, which include national
improvement programmes to raise standards in care homes and the appointment of a Minister for Social Care to
oversee improvements. The report recommends that the National Care Service should also ensure enhanced pay,
terms and conditions for the social care workforce, and provide better support for carers.
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It recommends an end to charging for non-residential services, so that social care can be free at the point of need
for those receiving care in their own homes or community settings, and a re-opening of the Independent Living
Fund, which provides funding to enable disabled people to live in their communities. All these are key to allow better
flow of activity through hospitals.
Scottish Gov – have announced £2.3 bn capital investment for healthcare, including the £204m additional
funding for The Baird Family Hospital and ANCHOR centre in Aberdeen as well as the Grampian, Perth and
Kirkcaldy elective facilities, and £67m for the provision of a new health and social care community hub in Parkhead.

WALES
NHS Confederation Wales has canvassed the views of their members and set out their vision for the health and
care system in Wales prior to the Senedd elections in 2021.
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board and Cardiff University has secured specialist research nurse funding to
support the delivery of blood cancer trials (the VICTOR clinical trial, which is funded by Cancer Research UK) at the
Clinical Research Facility at the University Hospital of Wales.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Northern Ireland Executive are consulting on its Programme for Government draft Outcomes Framework. The
draft Framework contains nine strategic outcomes which, taken together, will set a clear direction of travel for the
NI Executive and provide a vision for the future of all citizens.
Northern Ireland Government have announced over £1m funding for the Health Innovation Research Alliance
Northern Ireland (HIRANI). Invest Northern Ireland has offered HIRANI £765,000 of support over the next three
years; with Queen’s University Belfast and Ulster University collectively offering £300,000. This operating support
will assist it to employ key staff and fund core activities to drive forward its collaborative work across the sector.
Southern Health and Social Care Trust in partnership with Newry & District Federation have enabled six First
Contact Physiotherapy Practitioners who are based in GP practices in Newry and District Federation through the
new Primary Care Multi-Disciplinary Teams initiative, to be able to able to prescribe medication.
The rest of the physiotherapists within the team are currently undertaking their prescribing training.

Celtic NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Golden Jubilee have appointed Scotland’s former Chief Medical Officer Catherine Calderwood as
national clinical director of the new centre for sustainable delivery at the Golden Jubilee hospital.
Academic Health Science Network for the North West Coast – Innovation Agency has appointed Andrew
Cooper as Clinical Director, three years after he joined the organisation as Associate Director of Patient Safety.
Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board have appointed Hywel Daniel as Executive Director of People.
Digital Health and Care Wales (which replaces the NHS Wales Informatics Service on 1st April 2021) have
appointed Chris Darling as board secretary. Chris joins from Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board, where
he is currently assistant director of corporate business and chief of staff to the chief executive.
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URCE thoughts
Transforming Public Procurement – now that the BREXIT transition period has ended, the government are taking
the opportunity to review and make changes to the public procurement regulations. This review is being headed by
Lord Agnew – Minister of State for the Cabinet Office. For the Green Paper follow this link.
Once you have reviewed the Green Paper, if you have any questions or comment to make then please send
responses to: mailto:procurement.reform@cabinetoffice.gov.uk
The paper outlines the current regulations and details the proposed changes across the following:
• a simpler regulatory framework
• using the right procurement procedures
• awarding the right contract to the right supplier
• using the best commercial purchasing tools
• ensuring open and transparent
With £290bn spent on public procurement, the proposed changes will have significant impact on suppliers.
The new regulations will replace all of the below with one set of regulations with sector-specific supplements:
• Public Contracts Regulations 2015
• Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016
• Concession Contracts Regulations 2016
• Defence and security public contracts regulations 2011
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