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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021
•

Gov.uk announced that people aged 70 and over and the clinically extremely vulnerable would begin receiving
invitations for COVID-19 vaccinations from 18 January 2021. This is cohorts 3 and 4 of the JCVI list.

•

British Geriatric Society has published a consensus statement with the aim of supporting the use of drug
treatments which may be considered when managing a patient with COVID-19 in a community setting, for
whom hospital admission is not part of their preferred treatment plan.

•

University of Oxford has received £100m for a new institute that aims to combat the growing issue of
resistance to antibiotics.

•

NHSE/Diabetes UK have developed a voluntary England framework to allow expanded capacity to
community teams who administer insulin to patients.

•

NHSX is working on a new framework to support the implementation of digital social care records.

•

NHS AI Lab has launched the Guide to Good Practice for Digital and Data-Driven Health and Care
Technologies to support innovators to understand what the NHS is looking for when it buys digital and
data-driven technology for use in health and care.

•

Scottish Government and Community Pharmacy Scotland (CPS) have finalised discussions to establish a
time-limited, funded medicines delivery service to support the most vulnerable in Scottish communities.
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COVID-19 News
Gov.uk announced that people aged 70 and over and the clinically extremely vulnerable would begin receiving
invitations for COVID-19 vaccinations from 18 January 2021. This is cohorts 3 and 4 of the JCVI list.
NHSE – this is the link that details the vaccines given for COVID-19, cut in various ways.
UK is closer to a digital COVID-19 immunity passport after live testing of the technology was launched.
Biometric and identity management companies Mvine and iProov announced the trials of their COVID-19
immunity and vaccination passport. The digital passport enables a person’s test results or vaccination status to be
registered and proved on an app without disclosing their identity, the companies claim. It is hoped the passport will
enable people to safely return to work, school and travel. The development of the passport was part-funded with
£750,000 investment from Innovate UK following a government drive for innovative technologies to manage the
coronavirus pandemic. The passport, which uses facial verification technology, is set to be tested by directors of
public health within the NHS, with two trials expected to be complete by 31 March 2021.
British Geriatric Society has published a consensus statement with the aim of supporting the use of drug
treatments which may be considered when managing a patient with COVID-19 in a community setting, for whom
hospital admission is not part of their preferred treatment plan.
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West Yorkshire and Harrogate ICS have secured £1m funding from NHSE/I to establish a hub to help meet the
mental health and wellbeing needs of the 100,000-plus health and care people employed in the sector in West
Yorkshire and Harrogate.
Guardian reports that Israel’s coronavirus tsar has warned that a single dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine may
be providing less protection than originally hoped.

Other NHS related News
Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust have submitted a planning application to build a 48 bed ICU
unit, built as a new five-storey building on the hospital site, which would triple the number of ICU beds in Oxford.
Public Health England – GP practices should consider catch-up plans for children who have missed immunisations
due to the pandemic, Public Health England (PHE) has said. The advice comes following an interim analysis which
found vaccination rates were slightly down at the end of 2020 compared with 2019. PHE said practices should
continue offering routine immunisations and check that any that have been missed are rescheduled. The analysis
on the impact of COVID-19 on child vaccinations said that all children who have missed routine vaccinations
during the pandemic ‘remain eligible for their vaccines’.
University of Oxford has received £100m for a new institute that aims to combat the growing issue of resistance
to antibiotics. The gift from chemicals firm Ineos will be used to fund antimicrobial research at the institution, which
played a key role in the origin of antibiotics after its academics discovered penicillin in the 1940s.
NHSE/Diabetes UK have developed a voluntary England framework to allow expanded capacity to community
teams who administer insulin to patients. This will enable community teams to manage the increasing demand
for this service. Suitably trained health and care workers (HCWs), including health and care support workers and
healthcare assistants, could administer insulin to those adults whose diabetes is stable.
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National Data Guardian recently published the outcomes to the consultation about the Caldicott Principles and
Caldicott Guardians. It has revised the existing 7 principles and introduces a new, 8th Caldicott Principle, which is
intended to ensure that patients and service users are informed about how their confidential information is used,
so that their expectations are clear and there are no surprises. The new guidance also provides an update to the
Caldicott Principles, including a new rule to make clear that patients’ and service users’ expectations must be
considered and informed when confidential information is used. The draft guidance is out for comments.
Gov.uk announced £148m new investment to cut crime and protect people from illegal drugs. The funding package
takes a system-wide approach to the problem of illegal drugs. It gives extra resources to law enforcement to
dismantle organised criminal gangs and tackle the supply of drugs. At the same time, it delivers more money for
drug treatment and recovery to help cut drug-related crime and the cycle of misuse and reoffending. A further
£28m will be invested into piloting Project ADDER – a new intensive approach to tackling drug misuse, which
combines targeted and tougher policing with enhanced treatment and recovery services. Project ADDER (which
stands for Addiction, Diversion, Disruption, Enforcement and Recovery) will bring together partners including the
police, local councils and health services, and run for 3 financial years in 5 areas with some of the highest rates of
drug misuse: Blackpool, Hastings, Middlesbrough, Norwich and Swansea Bay.

NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) has appointed Dr Esther Mukuka as their new Head of Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) and Dr Kate Jones as their new Research Delivery Director at the NIHR Clinical
Research Network (CRN).
Birmingham and Solihull Integrated Care System have appointed Dame Yve Buckland as Chair of the ICS. Dame
Yve is currently chair of the National Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.
Northern Health Science Network have appointed Richard Stubbs to its board of directors. Richard is Chief
Executive Officer at Yorkshire and Humber Academic Health Science Network (YHAHSN). As a member of the
NHSA board, Richard will represent the North’s Academic Health Science Networks (AHSNs) and will play a leading
role in the strategic direction of the NHSA going forward.
NHS East of England Ambulance Service Trust announced that their Chief Executive, Dorothy Hosein has
stepped down as chief executive of the East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust, following a period of ill
health. Dr Tom Davis, medical director and deputy chief executive, will continue as interim chief executive while the
recruitment process for a substantive chief executive takes place. The process to recruit a permanent chief
executive for the Trust is expected to start at the end of this month, with the appointment of a successful candidate
expected in April 2021.
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Health Technology and Information Update
NHSX is working on a new framework to support the implementation of digital social care records. The Dynamic
Purchasing System (DPS) is due to launch in April 2021 and will give social care providers a list of supplier solutions
capable of delivering the records. Chosen suppliers will be assured as ‘fully compliant with the relevant
interoperability, data and cyber security standards’, according to a blog post from the organisation. The DPS is to
be set up following the NHSX Data Strategy for Health and Social Care report published in November 2020, which
set out commitments for all social care providers to have access to a digital social care record that can interoperate
with a local Shared Care Record by 2024.
Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust has deployed a portal which allows patients to view their
appointments and letters online. Induction Zesty, which provides patient portals to NHS Hospitals, was selected by
the trust to deliver the My RFL Care portal. Since it was launched in August 2020, more than 50,000 patients have
registered for the service with 250,000 expected to register in the first year.
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has signed with Insource Ltd to improve the accuracy of elective
care data and support patients and clinicians. The Insource solution will automate data extraction from 34
specialties, using evidenced-based validation, to form a single consolidated, real-time, patient pathway and waiting
list management system.
NHS AI Lab has launched the Guide to Good Practice for Digital and Data-Driven Health and Care Technologies to
support innovators to understand what the NHS is looking for when it buys digital and data-driven technology for
use in health and care. The guide provides an overview of key areas that need attention when developing
data-driven technology for health and care. Where possible, sections are designed to align with the responsibilities
of teams or roles within innovator companies, making it easier to work with the guidance. The Guide is an update
to the ‘Code of Conduct for Data-Driven Health and Care Technologies’ published in 2018. Following engagement
with innovators, more practical advice has been added and guidance on technical assurance, clinical safety and
regulation have been expanded. The document has also been updated to reflect new initiatives, for example, the
creation of the Centre for Improving Data Collaboration.
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County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust has signed a 10-year deal with Cerner which will see the
implementation of an integrated electronic patient record (EPR) solution.

Celtic Nations News

1. COVID-19
Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – Military personnel have been deployed to assist in the nationwide
vaccination programme, assisting NHS staff in the vaccination programme. Members of the UK Armed Forces are
currently deployed within Gwent, supporting Aneurin Bevan University Health Board to administer the vaccine.
NHS Wales respiratory health group on behalf of the Welsh Government, have developed and launched an app
to support people experiencing the longer-term effects of coronavirus.
NHS Scotland – the British Army has established 80 new COVID-19 vaccine centres for NHS Scotland, as part
of the largest peacetime resilience operation ever undertaken by the UK Armed Forces. They used their logistical,
organisational and clinical expertise to establish the vaccine centres, before handing them over to NHS Scotland to
deliver its vaccination programme.

2. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
Scottish Government and Community Pharmacy Scotland (CPS) have finalised discussions to establish a
time-limited, funded medicines delivery service to support the most vulnerable in Scottish communities. Scottish
Government have agreed a fixed pool of £5m for the period January to end of March 2021 to fund the service. In
addition, contractors who participate in this service shall receive a one-off payment of £1,460 per contractor for
initial set up costs and to recognise the workload associated.
NHS Ayrshire & Arran and the NHS West of Scotland Innovation Hub are working alongside the AGS led
consortium, which brings together 13 organisations and who successfully secured £1.5m from the UK Industrial
Strategy Future Flight Challenge Fund to demonstrate how autonomous drone technology can enhance access to
essential medical supplies, particularly in rural parts of Scotland. The programme is called CAELUS (Care & Equity
– Healthcare Logistics UAS Scotland) and will develop and trial the UK’s first national distribution network using
drones to transport essential medicines, blood, organs, and other medical supplies throughout Scotland.
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WALES
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board wants to spend just under £56m on overhauling hospital residences in
the region. It comes after officials said the existing accommodation, most of which was built in the 1970s, was
putting people off coming to work in the area. In a report, Rod Taylor, director of estates and facilities, said: “The
health board’s existing portfolio of residential accommodation is in a poor state of repair and requires significant
levels of investment to redevelop the estate to make it fit-for-purpose and compliant.”

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health and Public Health Agency have published a new action plan to eliminate hepatitis C in
Northern Ireland by 2025.

URCE thoughts
The health news is also about vaccination and rather alarmingly the Guardian reports that Israel’s coronavirus
tsar has warned that a single dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine may be providing less protection than originally
hoped. Surely the Government needs a rethink on the 12-week gap that is now in place – but they may prefer to
claim they have vaccinated more people by doing it once in the first 3 months than they could claim if they did it
twice!
There is a clear mandate from all Governments that cancer remains a priority and most areas seem to be
maintaining some sort of service. There will be a lot of people who are ‘sicker’ once we have achieved a steady state
on vaccinations and COVID-19 infections so will your products gain benefit here? Are you considering how to
position them in what will be very new times for us all?
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