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Welcome to this week’s news and
updates from the NHS
Remember the NHS is a system that is also
affected by other systems

Key Points so far in 2021

•

GPs have started delivering the ‘bulk’ of the Oxford vaccine doses. It comes after the first patients received the
jab in hospitals, after the MHRA authorised the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine for use in the UK in early January.
The UK Government has pre-ordered 100 million doses of the Oxford vaccine

•

Department of Health and Social Care has recruited two companies to develop technology to enable
‘freedom passes’ that would show when a person had tested negative for COVID-19 and is seen as a first
possible step to immunity passports showing when people have been vaccinated – something airlines will be
considering

•

NHS England has issued operational guidance on the immediate requirement to vaccinate frontline health
and social care workers ensuring maximum uptake of vaccination and timely, equitable access across staff
groups

•

NICE – companies can now submit medicines for the new Innovative Licensing and Access Pathway (ILAP)
following close collaboration between the NICE, drug regulators, the NHS and the SMC in Scotland

•

NHS Digital – have published the results of the 2019/20 Estates Return Information Collection (ERIC), a
mandatory collection for all NHS trusts – including ambulance trusts – relating to the costs of providing, main
taining and servicing the NHS estate

•

NHSE have published the Cancer Services Recovery Plan

•

NHSE have issued a tender notice, published on December 15, revealing the NHS is looking for ‘suitably
experienced and qualified’ suppliers to join the Digital First, Online Consultation and Video Consultation
(DFOCVC) Framework
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COVID-19 News
GPs have started delivering the ‘bulk’ of the Oxford vaccine doses. It comes after the first patients received the jab
in hospitals, after the MHRA authorised the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine for use in the UK in early January. The UK
Government has pre-ordered 100 million doses of the Oxford vaccine.
NHS Leeds CCG, Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust and Leeds Community Healthcare NHS Trust have
established a ‘COVID After-Care team’. Since its launch in September, from the first 188 patients referred in, they
have found the average age was 48, with more women than men, none had originally been hospitalised and many
were previously extremely fit including personal trainers and athletes now struggling for breath at rest.
NHSE – the NHS is to provide GPs an extra £10 for every care home resident they are able to vaccinate against
COVID by the end of January in an accelerated drive to protect the most vulnerable.
Gov.uk have published a report assessing the impact of COVID-19-related physical distancing measures on
delivery of childhood vaccination programmes in England – basic message is that overall childhood vaccinations are
down.
Department of Health and Social Care has recruited two companies to develop technology to enable ‘freedom
passes’ that would show when a person had tested negative for COVID-19 and is seen as a first possible step to
immunity passports showing when people have been vaccinated – something airlines will be considering.
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ITV announced where the seven mass COVID-19 vaccination sites are being located:
1.

ExCel Centre in London

2.

Robertson House in Stevenage

3.

Centre for Life in Newcastle

4.

Etihad Tennis Centre in Manchester

5.

Epsom Downs Racecourse in Surrey

6.

Ashton Gate Stadium in Bristol

7.

Millennium Point in Birmingham.

The government says there will be more vaccination centres coming, which will join hospitals, GPs and pharmacies
in rolling out the immunisation programme.
NHS England has set out income protection measures for GP practices for the rest of the financial year,
quadrupled funding for primary care network leaders and confirmed work that can be suspended.
NHS England has issued operational guidance on the immediate requirement to vaccinate frontline health and
social care workers ensuring maximum uptake of vaccination and timely, equitable access across staff groups.
Vatic, a newly established UK-born healthtech company, is launching an on-the-spot-result saliva test (KnowNow
COVID-19 test) to identify current COVID-19 infections, who is infectious and who can pass on the virus.
MHRA approved the Moderna vaccine – the third COVID-19 vaccine.
Gov.uk announced that patients admitted to intensive care units across UK with COVID-19 are set to receive new
life-saving treatments which could reduce the time spent in hospital by up to 10 days. This comes after results from
the government-funded REMAP-CAP clinical trial which showed particular treatment options (tocilizumab and
sarilumab) reduced the relative risk of death among COVID-19 patients by 24% when administered to patients
within 24 hours of entering intensive care.
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Gov.uk announced that all passengers arriving from all international destinations by boat, train, or plane will be
required to present a negative COVID-19 test result before departing for England. The new pre-departure testing
requirements will be in addition to other COVID-19 regulations such as the mandatory 10-day self-isolation period,
completing a passenger locator form, and following national lockdown restrictions.

Other NHS Related News
NICE – companies can now submit medicines for the new Innovative Licensing and Access Pathway (ILAP)
following close collaboration between the NICE, drug regulators, the NHS and the SMC in Scotland. The new route
for the approval of medicines aims to smooth the journey from clinical trials through to NHS patients through closer
collaboration and planning between the agencies involved in each step. The scheme will co-ordinate work by the
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, NICE, the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) and NHS
England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) to support and advise companies launching their medicines in the UK.
National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) funded the MEdication Management in Older people: Realist
Approaches Based on Literature and Evaluation (MEMORABLE) study. MEMORABLE explored the complexity of
medication management. The key implication for clinicians from MEMORABLE is that older people and their family
carers frequently find medication management stressful and a burden.
Integrated Care Systems Consultation – two excellent articles worth a read, both emphasising that the ‘place’ is
the most important and that this shouldn’t be an NHS only ICS or place (ICSs like the old Strategic Health
Authorities) but a local place with local commissioning between NHS, Local Authorities and the Voluntary sector.
Gov.uk have published their Medicines and Medical Devices Bill and this site you can find the relevant documents.
The Bill will replace the EU powers to ensure the UK can maintain an up to date, dynamic system for regulating
these sectors as well as enacting changes to medical devices enforcement and information sharing powers.
NHS Digital – have published results of the 2019/20 Estates Return Information Collection (ERIC), a mandatory
collection for all NHS trusts – including ambulance trusts – relating to the costs of providing, maintaining and
servicing the NHS estate. All 224 NHS trusts, including 10 ambulance trusts, had ERIC data collected from them,
with the key findings showing nationally that:
•

The total costs of running the NHS estate were reported at £9.7bn annually.

•

The total energy usage from all energy sources across the NHS estate amounted to 11.3bn kW/h.

•

The total cost to eradicate backlog was £9bn over the year.

•

The total cost for cleaning services was £1.1bn annually.

•

The total cost of providing inpatient food was £600m across the 2019/20 period.
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CQC are consulting on their revised strategy recognising the approach of delivering care as a ‘system’ is very
different to the ‘single provider service model’ that CQC was set up to oversee in 2009’.
DHSC have published notices for designated standards for medical devices. This is in support of the Medical
Devices Regulations 2002 (as amended).
DHSC have published notices for a consolidated list for designated standards for active implantable medical
devices.
DHSC have published notices for a consolidated list for a consolidated list for designated standards for in vitro
diagnostic medical devices.
Cheshire and Mersey ICS – Cheshire West and Chester’s health scrutiny committee has raised concerns over
plans to merge NHS CCGs in Cheshire and Merseyside. If the merger plan was to go ahead in Cheshire, it would
mean NHS Cheshire CCG could be scrapped — despite only being created in April 2020 to make way for a
Cheshire-Merseyside ICS. However, Cheshire councillors have raised concerns over the merger proposal for the
CCGs in Cheshire and Merseyside and has suggested the creation of separate ICS bodies to manage commissioning,
while keeping current local CCG structures in place.
NHSE have published the Cancer Services Recovery Plan with a real focus on systems and alliances of providers to
do this.
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NHS Appointments/Resignations/Retirements
NHS Heywood Middleton and Rochdale CCG and Rochdale Council have appointed Claire Richardson,
(currently the Director of Population Strategy and Transformation at the Pennine Lancashire CCGs/Integrated Care
Partnership) as their new joint director of integrated commissioning. She will start in early February 2021.
Gov.uk have appointed Natalie Forrest to lead the government’s plans to build 40 new hospitals by 2030. She was
most recently Chief Executive of Chase Farm Hospital.
NHSX and NHSE CNO have appointed Sara Nelson as deputy Chief Nursing Information Officer (CNIO).

Health Technology and Information Update
North East & North Cumbria Integrated Care System has released its new digital strategy. Published in
December 2020, the strategy stretches across plans and aims for the next four years, until 2024, and reflects the
shifting healthcare requirements since the COVID-19 pandemic. In a shared foreword, the ICS name-checked a
number of areas of future interest including ‘Cloud, standards-based interoperability, Robotic Process Automation,
Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence’ and said it will ‘support and equip our workforce to be ready to
embrace these digital opportunities’. To summarise, it focuses on a broad range of aims and objectives, including
assuring citizens about safety and security, upskilling the workforce, collective design, reducing complexity and
costs, increased flexibility, connecting digital systems across the region and beyond, making more information
available and digitally empowering individuals. As well as providing future goals and a ‘roadmap’, the document also
covers governance and accountability, as well as what has already been achieved in each key theme area.
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust and University College London have developed a new AI algorithm to
support clinicians when evaluating eye diseases in scans. The test, called DARC (Detection of Apoptosing
Retinal Cells), involves injecting into the bloodstream, via the arm, a fluorescent dye that attaches to retinal cells
and illuminates those that are undergoing stress or are damaged. The scans are then combined with the AI
algorithm to help diagnosis, and it is hoped may predict some eye diseases may predict Wet age-related macular
degeneration (AMD), a leading cause of severe sight loss, three years before symptoms develop. Further trail work
is continuing.
Somerset NHS Foundation Trust has deployed compliance software to help the organisation improve patient
safety and manage risks. Operational and regulatory process will be brought together into one platform. It will
enable to trust to identify live incidents, mitigate risk and use real-time information to improve patient safety.
North Cumbria Integrated Care Foundation Trust – Cumbria Sexual Health Service (CSHS) is set to offer patients
the ability to book appointments and order STI self-testing kits online. With the service taking more than 140 calls
per day this is a way to reduce pressure on reception staff.
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NHSE have issued a tender notice, published on December 15, revealed the NHS is looking for ‘suitably
experienced and qualified’ suppliers to join the Digital First, Online Consultation and Video Consultation (DFOCVC)
Framework. The framework aims to deliver commitments in the NHS Long Term Plan to support online consultation
in general practice. According to the notice the DFOCVC framework will build on a programme which was
originally introduced under the GP Forward View and expanded under NHS England’s Dynamic Purchasing system
and through digital care services GPIT futures framework.
NICE has successfully completed the first assessment using the digital health technologies guidance
development pilot project. The Zio XT service, which is used for detecting abnormal heart rhythms, is recommended
as an option while further data is collected to address evidence gaps about the benefit for patients and the NHS.
NICE’s focus is on those digital technologies with the highest clinical, financial and/or operational risk. These are
defined as evidence tier 3 technologies, as outlined in the Evidence Standards Framework for Digital Health
Technologies, an updated version of which will be published soon.

Celtic Nations News

1. COVID-19
Swansea University is developing the first coronavirus vaccine ‘smart patch’. The disposable device uses
micro-needles to both administer the vaccine and monitor its efficacy by measuring the body’s immune response.
A prototype will be developed by the end of March in the hope it can be put forward for clinical trials.
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2. Celtic NHS News
SCOTLAND
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Board – a new mental health centre has opened its doors to Helensburgh and
Lomond residents at the Vale of Leven Hospital. The facility will provide a dedicated welfare officer through NHS
Greater Glasgow and Clyde thanks to financial support from the Defence Medical Welfare Service (DMWS).
Scottish Government is consulting on the draft regulations for Adult Disability Payment and is seeking views
from a range of organisations and individuals. This new disability benefit seeks to provide people with more
person-centred care while making it easier for disabled people to access the system. Delivered by Social Security
Scotland, Adult Disability Payment will replace Personal Independence Payment (PIP). PIP helps with some of the
extra costs caused by long-term disability, ill-health or terminal ill-health. The finances could be used to purchase
essential mobility equipment for people with long-term conditions, facilitate vital home adaptations or help cover
the costs of a carer.

WALES
Powys Teaching Health Board has submitted a Listed Building Consent planning application to turn the Grade II
listed Basil Webb Hall at Bronllys Hospital near Brecon, into a training academy that will produce health and care
workers in Powys.
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board has committed to taking a new, proactive approach to embedding the
Welsh language into its operations. The Health Board’s Equality Strategy and Welsh Language Standards Group has
endorsed the approach that aims to nurture and accelerate the growing use of the Welsh language throughout the
organisation.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Health figures show a large number of people continue to wait too long for their first treatment
following a diagnosis of suspected cancer.
Department of Health – the Nightingale Hospital is to increase the number of intensive care beds from 24 to 32.
The Nightingale was re-established as a regional facility by the Health Minister Robin Swann in October due to
COVID-19 -related pressures on the system.
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URCE thoughts
The vaccines have been touted as providing the exit route from the current lockdown, but it is still early days and
there are lots of questions:
Will they stop people spreading the virus as well?
Will they work as well as estimated from the trials?
Will they continue to be effective as COVID-19 variants emerge?
Will it be possible to vaccinate enough people quickly enough?
I find it particularly interesting to note that in China, they are not yet planning mass vaccination. Relying on the
vaccine as the sole way out of this pandemic and to end future lockdowns may be foolish. In this context, building
testing capacity and improving contact tracing should remain a core focus for 2021.
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