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Welcome to this month’s news and updates
from the NHS
Our ‘Undercover redundant Chief Executive’ (URCE)
(yes, we like acronyms as much as the NHS does) provides you with monthly updates of the latest news and
useful insights into the NHS, and what this will mean
for your role. Remember the NHS is a system that is
also affected by other systems.

Key Points so far in 2020
*Please note there is a separate Celtic Nations section now for those who work in these wonderful nations.
However, remember there will be some items in the rest that may be relevant)

CONTENTS
Jump to an article by clicking on the bullet points below

• COVID-19 news
• Other NHS related news
• NHS appointments/resignations/retirements
• Health technology and information update
• Celtic Nations news
• Celtic Nations COVID-19 news
• Other Celtic Nations NHS related news
• Celtic Nations NHS appointments/resignations/
retirements
• Celtic Nations health technology and information update



Back to Contents Page



Bi-Monthly
Newsletter

COVID-19 News
The NHS in England will get an extra £3bn of funding to

term health impacts of COVID-19 on hospitalised pa-

prepare for a possible second wave of coronavirus, Boris

tients has been launched. This study is one of a number

Johnson announced this month. Scotland, Wales and

of COVID-19 studies that have been given urgent public

Northern Ireland will also receive additional funds.

health research status by the Department of Health and
Social Care. Around 10,000 patients are expected to

Hillingdon hospital A&E – has been forced to close its

take part which will make it one of the largest studies in

A&E department following a coronavirus outbreak among

the world to understand and improve the health of survi-

staff. Around 70 NHS workers at the hospital are in iso-

vors after hospitalisation from COVID-19.

lation, while ambulances are being diverted to hospitals
across the capital.

UK children’s intensive care units have come together
to offer the first nationwide insight into new condition

Coronavirus (COVID-19) care home support: A list of

in children thought to be related to COVID-19. Reports

councils in England that have published transparency

have emerged in recent weeks, during the COVID-19

returns on how they’ve supported adult social care during

pandemic, of children presenting with symptoms of a

the pandemic.

new condition similar to those seen in Kawasaki disease
and Toxic Shock Syndrome. The new condition has been

The Guardian – How to stop your glasses steaming up –

termed Paediatric Inflammatory Multi-System Syn-

and 19 other essential facts about face masks.

drome - Temporally associated with SARS-CoV-2 (PIMSTS), and affects older children. There have been reports

University of Sheffield – a major UK study involving

of cases in the UK, across Europe, and the United States.

researchers from the University of Sheffield into the long-

The Cabinet Office has awarded an £840,000 contract

lier this year. And they estimate that there could be

to research public opinion about government policies to a

119,000 hospital deaths between September 2020 and

company owned by two long-term associates of Michael

June 2021 — “over double the number that occurred

Gove and Dominic Cummings, without putting the work

during the first wave”. The report was commissioned by

out for tender. The government justified the absence of a

the UK’s chief scientific adviser Sir Patrick Vallance.

competitive tendering process, which would have enabled
other companies to bid, under emergency regulations that

Imperial COVAC1 study – Clinical trials to test a new

allow services to be urgently commissioned in response to

coronavirus vaccine developed by researchers at Imperi-

the COVID-19 crisis.

al College London are progressing to the next phase. 105
participants aged 18-75 will be randomised to receive

A government-commissioned report by the Academy

their first shot of one of three doses of the vaccine at a

of Medical Sciences says the health service should brace

west London facility, followed by a booster four weeks

for a peak in hospital admissions in January to February

later. The three arms of the study are blinded, so neither

next year “of a similar magnitude” to the first wave ear-

participant nor clinical staff will know which dose they
have received.
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University Hospital Southampton – the preliminary

COVID-19 Testing – a new non-invasive and more rapid

results of a clinical trial suggest a new treatment for

test involves asking people to spit into a tube that is then

COVID-19 reduces the number of patients needing

sent to the lab. A weekly coronavirus (COVID-19) testing

intensive care, according to the UK company, Synairgen

model using a new ‘no-swab’ saliva test is being piloted in

that developed it. Stock market rules mean Synairgen is

Southampton.

obliged to report the preliminary results of the trial.

The UK government has secured early access to 90 million vaccine doses from the BioNTech/Pfizer alliance and
Valneva with more in the pipeline as part of its strategy to build a portfolio of promising new vaccines to protect the
UK from COVID-19. In addition, treatments containing COVID-19-neutralising antibodies have been secured from
AstraZeneca to protect those who cannot receive vaccines.
Norfolk and Norwich University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has deployed an automated COVID-19 risk
assessor to help vulnerable frontline workers limit their exposure to the virus. Developed by intelligent automation
company Rainbird, the system provides staff with a digital one-to-one automated report. It uses artificial intelligence
to evaluate a range of complex factors including age, health history, cultural or religious beliefs, disability, pregnancy
and also takes into account the impact of COVID-19 on black and minority ethnic (BME) groups.
NIHR – a new experimental vaccine for coronavirus inducing strong immune responses in both parts of the immune
system and causing few mild side effects, has been demonstrated by promising results from a trial at University of
Oxford’s Jenner Institute and Oxford Vaccine Group. The results of the early trial, published in The Lancet, show that
the ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 vaccine generated strong immune responses in both parts of the immune system, activating
white blood cells that can attack cells infected with the SARS-CoV-2 virus, and antibodies that find and attack the
virus when it’s circulating in the blood or lymphatic system.
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NHS Digital has announced that COVID-19 test results are now being automatically sent to GP systems. It applies
to all tests booked using nhs.uk/coronavirus or gov.uk portals for tests carried out at testing centres or with at-home
testing kits. The service is using EMIS Health’s Keystone product to deliver the results into the systems of 95 per cent
of GP surgeries, with the remaining 5 per cent due to go live soon. The results will appear in a patient’s record as a
laboratory test result would appear.

Other NHS related News
The Guardian – reports on a taskforce that is looking

for a new QOF vaccination domain, which forms part

at a planned restructuring of NHS England – there is

of the biggest overhaul in 30 years, of how practices are

apparent frustration in Downing Street, the DHSC and

paid for immunisations.

the Treasury, that some NHS bodies have not performed
well during the COVID-19 crisis and need reform.

MHRA – requests under the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) – a list of all FOIA requests that have been

The number of smokers in the UK has fallen from

answered fully or in part, including requests where the

14.7% in 2018 to 14.1% in 2019, according to official

agency holds no information.

figures. The data from the Office for National Statistics
shows that smoking rates have fallen in all four countries

CQC – a series of rapid reviews designed to help drive

of the UK since 2011, with the largest decrease among

improvements and prepare for future pressures on local

18-24 year-olds.

health and care systems has been announced by the
CQC.

NICE has launched a consultation on proposed indicators
The Provider Collaboration Reviews (PCRs) will focus

London, SMS reminders increased cervical screening

on Integrated Care Systems (ICS) or Sustainability and

participation by around 5%. Based on these findings, the

Transformation Partnership (STP) areas. The first phase of

NHS rolled out text message reminders across London

reviews, which will focus on the interface between health

in late 2018 for a 6-month trial period, which saw a

and adult social care for the over-65 population group, will

similar rise of 4.8% in cervical screening uptake. That is

take place in: Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes ICS,

the equivalent of 13,400 more women being screened as

Norfolk and Waveney STP, The Black Country and West

a result of the campaign.

Birmingham STP, Lincolnshire STP, North East and North
Cumbria ICS, Healthier Lancashire and South Cumbria

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commis-

ICS, Frimley Health and Care ICS, Sussex Health and Care

sioning Group owes £1.4 million to Peterborough City

Partnership ICS, North West London STP, One Gloucester-

council having reduced its debt to the authority from

shire ICS and Devon STP.

almost £16m. A council report has revealed that the
top 20 debts it was owed by the end of March totalled

Text message reminders boost cervical screening
uptake – in a study of almost 15,000 women in Northwest

£1.9m, of which the vast majority was from the CCG.
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The Competitions and Markets Authority (CMA) has

agreement regarding the supply of fludrocortisone tablets.

formally concluded that three pharmaceutical compa-

Placebo pain relief is reproducible in patients with

nies took part in an illegal arrangement in relation to

chronic pain compared to healthy volunteers according to

the supply of medicine. Aspen, Tiofarma, and Amilco

a unique University of Manchester study.

have now admitted to taking part in an anti-competitive

Health Education England (HEE) – GP trainee recruitment numbers have risen for the third year running, up a
record 15% compared to the same point last year. The figures represent a new 3,441 acceptances onto GP specialty
training in 2020, compared to 2,891 at the same point in 2019. With one more round of recruitment still to go, HEE is
on track to beat its target for recruiting 3,500 doctors in training to general practice this year.
Shropshire CCG and Telford & Wrekin CCG – plans to create a new organisation from the dissolving and then
merging of both Shropshire CCG and Telford & Wrekin CCG by next April, that will be responsible for buying local
healthcare services for the whole of Shropshire, have been scrutinised by a regional NHS assessment panel and feedback has been ‘positive’.
Nottingham Trent University has announced it will continue its expansion into the county with a new training
facility for aspiring healthcare workers in Mansfield. The new facility at Vision West Nottinghamshire College will aim
to ‘significantly improve the education and training available to local people and employers’ around the Mansfield and
Ashfield area.
NHS Basingstoke and Hampshire NHS Foundation Trust have identified 9 sites in mid and north Hampshire where
a new state-of-the-art hospital could be built. The new hospital, part of the Hampshire Together programme, is also
expected to include GP and mental health services, amongst other community healthcare organisations.
GPs – poor communication has caused issues – Published on the 9th July with actions for PCNs and GP practices
to start delivering from the 1st July. Brief sentences of enormous significance but with no detail and ambiguous meaning. Long paragraphs saying little but meaning all kinds of things.
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The sections of real, immediate, impact for patient care and NHS ways of working. For example, GPs from 1 July are
expected to restart routine minor surgery and joint injections but were only informed of this by NHS England on the
9th July. Local Hospitals are still sending patients back to GPs as not safe for hospitals to do either - but fine for GPs to
do so apparently?

UK Research and Innovation and Cancer Research

time.

UK – Six projects that combine data from blood tests,

Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust – Queen Alexandra

tissue analysis, imaging techniques, genetic profiles and

Hospital in Cosham became one of the first hospitals in

medical history, will share a £13m grant from UKRI’s

the country to begin using NHS 111 to provide booked

industrial strategy challenge fund. The projects, which

time slots for its A&E, rather than joining a queue in a

focus on cancer, liver and bowel health, will use AI to

bid to reduce the risk of coronavirus spreading.

bring together and better interpret data from multiple
sources, leading to improved diagnoses, more precise

The Northamptonshire Health and Care Partner-

treatments and fewer deaths and other health problems

ship (NHCP) has agreed on a contract with Graphnet

among affected people. They involve partners across the

Health to develop a shared care record for the county.

UK, including Northern Ireland and Scotland.

It will bring together information from the whole care
community, involving Northamptonshire County Council

Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust – a

Social Care, 69 GP practices, their out-of-hours service

brand new helipad at the Trust is now open, thanks to a

providers, Northampton General Hospital NHS Trust,

£1m donation from the HELP Appeal — the only char-

Kettering General Hospital NHS Foundation Trust,

ity in the country dedicated to funding NHS hospital

Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust

helipads.

and the East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust.

Isle of Wight Trust and Portsmouth Hospitals teams

The RCGP has published a report ‘Challenges and

are linking up to provide develop a single acute service.

opportunities for general practice’ with a focus on new
ways of working enabled by digital technology, reducing

Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust – a

workload by eliminating unnecessary contractual and

digital health history questionnaire is now being in used

regulatory compliance activities and developing the

across Worcestershire’s hospitals which aims to reduce

public/community health function of general practice

the need for patients to visit hospital before surgery. The

which they argue have the most potential for transform-

questionnaire is sent electronically to patients who are

ing general practice so that it is equipped to meet the

awaiting elective surgery at the Alexandra, Kiddermin-

health challenges of the 21st century. It calls for further

ster or Worcestershire Royal Hospitals, allowing them to

commitments to digital technology to enable remote

complete it at home in their own time. The new system

monitoring, digital consultations, flexible working and

aims to increase the hospital trust’s pre-operative capac-

better sharing of data.

ity and enable patients to see the right nurse at the right
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ways for acute care’ published on the 13th July 2020.

Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP), Royal
College of Physicians (RCP) and the Society for Acute

NHS Test and Trace programme – the management

Medicine (SAM) have made recommendations for the

consultancy firm McKinsey has reportedly been brought in

immediate transformation of the urgent and emergency

to review the management and governance of the pro-

care pathway in their report ‘Improving medical path-

gramme.

PCNs – First Contact Physiotherapists (FCPs) – Musculoskeletal (MSK) FCP roles, which are now funded under the
new PCN DES, have proven particularly important for supporting self-management whilst delivering services virtually
under the lockdown. The role frees up GPs to see non-MSK patients and is shown to reduce the number of requests for
imaging and onward referrals to secondary care. Many FCPs are also prescribers.
Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust – are working with the local Independent BMI The Shelburne Hospital to
convert this into an NHS cancer treatment centre by relocating the haematology ward from Stoke Mandeville Hospital.
HQIP – the Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) clinical audit is a continuous audit which captures the
process and clinical outcomes of treatment in patients admitted to hospital in England, Scotland and Wales with
COPD exacerbations. This report, which is the third report following the launch of continuous data collection, presents
data describing the cohort of patients discharged between 1 October 2018 and 30 September 2019.
GPs – have been informed to ‘gear up’ for major expansion of the winter flu programme as well as on restoring care for
early cancer diagnosis and people with learning disabilities. NHSE guidance also said QOF wasn’t going to be restored
in full yet for 2020/21 but would be brought back for 2021/22 under current plans. It did say practices however
would be expected to maintain accurate disease registers, prescribing indicators and the delivery of cervical screening
indicators.
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PSCN – A new Pharmacy Quality Scheme (PQS) for the first part of 2020/21 has been announced this month. The
focus of the scheme is ensuring community pharmacy contractors and their teams have put in place all reasonable
measures to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, protecting both themselves and the people using their services. This
scheme and the second part of PQS in 2020/21, which is being developed for the second half of the year, replace the
original 2020/21 scheme that PSNC had agreed with the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and NHS
England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I), and which, prior to the start of the pandemic, had been due to commence
in April 2020.

Wye Valley NHS Trust – have reported their best

principles and recommendations for the reset of outpa-

financial performance for the last seven years. The

tient services.

health trust achieved its deficit target of £17.2m during
the last financial year. They spent £250.3m while their

NHS Providers – A guide designed to help trust leaders

income for the year was £231.6m resulting in a deficit of

build on the momentum made during COVID-19 and

£18.7m (adjusted to £17.2m).

support NHS boards to lead their organisations into the
next stage of digitisation has been published by NHS

East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation

Providers. The main question is how much capital can

Trust – two of their emergency departments at William

they access to fund a fully digital approach.

Harvey Hospital in Ashford and Margate’s Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother Hospital (QEQM) still require

The Government launched the Health and Care Visa

improvement after their latest inspections. Both the

to ensure UK health and care services have access to

were given the rating by the CQC following their inspec-

the health and care staff. The new Health and Care Visa

tion in March.

will make it cheaper, quicker and easier for healthcare
professionals from around the world to come to the UK

NHS England – GP Patient Survey – the latest Official

they claim.

Statistics from the GP Patient Survey which provides
information on patients’ overall experience of primary

MHRA – marketing authorisations granted in June

care services and their overall experience of accessing

2020.

these services.
Wessex Cancer Trust and Hovertravel have launched
Data are weighted by age and gender so that results

a charter to reassure cancer patients that their journey

resemble the eligible registered list population of each

between the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth will be as safe

practice and CCG.

and relaxed as possible.

Royal College of Physicians (RCP) and the Royal
College of General Practitioners (RCGP) have set out
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2020/21 NHSE Flu Programme – Matt Hancock

NHS Shared Business Services (NHS SBS) – has

announced at the National Pharmacy Association (NPA)

launched the Workspace Optimisation Framework which

conference in July that this will be the biggest in histo-

been developed to meet the needs of NHS and other public

ry with pharmacies playing an “important role. Will be

sector employers amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The

interesting how the GPs respond to this!

ready-to-use contracts provide a way of introducing new
measures that promote a safe and secure workspace and
supports social distancing in the workplace.

DHSC – a major new review into improving health outcomes in babies and young children has been launched. Early
Years Health Adviser Andrea Leadsom MP is to lead this review commissioned by the Prime Minister into improving
health outcomes of babies and young children.
DHSC – £62m is being given to local councils to accelerate the discharge of patients with learning disabilities or
autism (or both) from mental health hospitals into the community. The funding can be spent on costs associated with
discharge, including establishing community teams, funding accommodation and staff training.
NHS Supply Chain has issued an open future opportunity for equipment and services around imaging, radiotherapy,
endoscopy, ancillary devices and related goods. Listed at a value of £2.69bn for the length of the contract, NHS Supply
Chain foresees awarding the framework agreement to a maximum of approximately 150 applicants. The contract will
be to see the following equipment and services available under the framework: imaging, radiotherapy, endoscopy, ancillary devices and related goods and services, including but not limited to point of sale maintenance, training, turnkey
arrangements between trusts and the equipment providers, options for siting equipment, equipment warranty and
loan and rental equipment.
Central and North West London NHS Foundation Trust – the future of a 60-bed unit for patients with acute mental health issues could be in doubt. The three wards at the Gordon Hospital in Pimlico were temporarily closed at the
start of the coronavirus pandemic in March and the health trust is now looking at whether they should reopen. It could
cost £25m to bring the wards up to standards recommended by the Royal College of Psychiatry.
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Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and Northumberland Clinical Commissioning Group report that
COVID-19 ‘has been an incredible opportunity’ for the PCNs, of which there are six up and running in Northumberland. Among the issues highlighted were the increasing use of appointments and consultations through non-face-toface means and the development of the Primary Care Networks (PCNs) – groups of GP practices working together for
economies of scale and to deliver additional services. Both are key elements of the new NHS Long-Term Plan.

Asda has partnered with health tech company Med-

ment domain indicators on early cancer diagnosis and

icspot to provide an in-store GP service. Customers of

learning disabilities, 44 for prescribing indicators and

Asda will be able to have a consultation with a GP and

81 for disease register. The value of remaining indicators

collect their prescriptions as well as doing their grocery

that practices will not have to actively report have been

shopping. The remote doctor service will initially be

reduced from 339 to 310.

launched at the Asda Supercentre in Stevenage.
Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust –
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – the

non-invasive home-based tests that detect blood in

costs to pay off the building of James Cook University

patient stool samples offer an accurate and appropriate

Hospital are now more than £1m per week. The site

triaging method for GPs, according to a diagnostic accu-

was finished in 2003 and funded under a PFI (private

racy study led by University of Oxford researchers. Since

finance initiative) deal struck in the late 1990s.

2017, faecal immunochemical tests (FIT) have been
recommended by the National Institute for health and

QOF – is being refocused so that practices concentrate

Care Excellence to guide the referral of patients with un-

on expanding flu vaccinations and catching up on cervi-

explained symptoms for colorectal cancer investigation.

cal screening. This will see a doubling of points (from 29

With a backlog of patients awaiting investigation for

to a total of 58) in these areas, with the points recycled

possible colorectal cancer symptoms as a result of the

from ‘income protected’ indicators. Points for other are-

coronavirus pandemic, simple, accurate tests are needed

as that practices will be expected to report on remain the

so those at higher-risk are given priority.

same: 74 for the delivery of modified Quality Improve-

NHS Appointments/resignations/retirements
Airedale NHS Foundation Trust – appointed David

appointed a new chief nurse – Dean Howells will join

Crampsey to position of Executive Medical Director.

from his present post as executive director of nursing and
quality at Camden and Islington NHS Foundation Trust.

Barnet, Enfield and Haringey NHS Mental Health

Black Country Healthcare was only recently formed, on

Trust have appointed Thomas Dowle to be Head of

1 April 2020 from the merger of Dudley and Walsall

Nursing for the Enfield Community Services.

Mental Health Partnership and Black Country Partnership NHS Foundation Trust.

Black Country Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
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Health Technology and Information update
Apps for the NHS – an NHS stamp of approval is the most important factor for clinicians when recommending digital
health solutions, new research has found. ORCHA delved into what is most required by healthcare professional to
prescribe digital health solutions. The latest research findings suggest a majority of clinicians are willing to prescribe
digital services but give organisations “clear routes to target education programmes”, the company said.
Connected Nottinghamshire, the digital transformation programme for the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire
Integrated Care System, has become the first healthcare organisation to pilot the integration of the All-in-One system developed by Patients Know Best (PKB). This makes it possible for patients with PKB health record to access it
through the NHS App interface. The function was delivered in Nottinghamshire in a partnership with NHS Digital,
which developed the app, and has been running since February. PKB said that other regions including London, Cheshire and Sussex are expected to follow this year.
Arc Health has partnered with leading GP supplier EMIS Health to improve GP access in care homes with its remote
diagnostic platform. The collaboration sees GP surgeries undertake virtual ward rounds, minimising care home visits
and preventing unnecessary hospitalisation of residents, in addition to reducing transmission of COVID-19. The
partnership will introduce Arc to 57 percent of GP practices across the country using EMIS Web, a leading integrated
clinical IT system. GPs that have been struggling to visit care home residences can now conduct regular appointments
via video and remotely examine the patient with Arc.
East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust has gone live with a Picture Archiving and Communication System (PACS)
from Sectra. Neighbouring trust University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay also uses the platform. Since then, East
Lancashire and University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay have connected PACS, and will soon connect to Lancashire
Teaching Hospitals NHS FT, to create a seamless and secure flow of imaging across the region. The platform means
healthcare teams can access and review diagnostic images, and also for the first time, radiologists are now able to use
the system to work and report from home.
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Northern Cancer Alliance have funded Inhealthcare to develop a new app, My Wellbeing Space which provides free
digital content produced by the Macmillan project team and clinical teams, intended to support patients during and
after their cancer treatment.

Greater Manchester – an innovative new reporting

oping smarter, more scalable technology, the companies

system is being rolled out in July across eight children’s

said. Bolton NHS Foundation Trust went live with the

centres in Greater Manchester. The reporting system

Allscripts Sunrise acute care electronic patient record

allows for the eight hospitals to instantly share vital in-

(EPR) in Janaury 2020 so may see benefits from this.

formation about bed availability and adequate staffing
levels. It has been designed specifically for paediatric

Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

care, which needs more staff per patient to guarantee

has selected Nervecentre to deploy an Electronic Pre-

safe staffing levels.

scribing and Medicines Administration (EPMA) solution. For trust staff, the solution will support an up to

Royal Surrey and Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Founda-

date and locally defined medicines formulary, as well as

tion Trusts are utilising Cerner to implement a fully in-

significant improvements to processes that impact on

tegrated electronic patient records (EPR) system across

patient flow, digital entry and management of pre-

both trusts. Both Trusts are part of the First wave of

scriptions, electronic communication between wards/

Digital Aspirant programme announced in March 2020.

departments and pharmacy, removal of paper prescription charts and enhanced communication with GPs and

Allscripts (part of EMIS0 is extending its partner-

wider primary care.

ship with Microsoft to use Microsoft’s cloud technology to enhance its electronic health record (EHR)

ReviveMed are partnering with Bristol Myers

software. The new five-year strategic partnership will

Squibb on an AI-driven Metabolomics evaluation study.

support Allscripts’ cloud-based Sunrise EHR, making Mi-

This study will utilise ReviveMed’s artificial intelligence

crosoft the cloud provider for the solution and opening

(AI) platform to better understand mechanisms of

up co-innovation opportunities with a focus on devel-

response and resistance to immunotherapies in patients
with cancer.

NHSX has renewed its partnership with private technol-

University Hospitals of Derby and Bur-

ogy company, Palantir, for a further four months. Palan-

ton NHS Foundation Trust – are in the process of

tir is currently contracted to help support the work of the

rolling out UVD Robots which use ultraviolet light to dis-

NHS COVID-19 datastore – an effort by NHS England

infect wards, theatres and corridors. The battery-pow-

and Improvement and NHSX to give local and national

ered machines stand around 5ft tall and cost around

health leaders the information they need to help tackle

£71,000.

the virus and direct resources to where they are needed
most.
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Celtic Nations News

Celtic COVID-19 news
The Welsh Government will get an extra £500m as a result of the chancellor’s summer statement, the UK government has said.
NHS Scotland has placed a deal worth up to £7m with Scottish biotech firm E&O Labs for creating a chemical solution that improves the efficiency and safety of the COVID-19 testing process.
Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – Exercise is being used to bring patients who’ve been seriously ill with
COVID-19 (available solely to patients who’ve been ventilated) back to health. Set up in partnership with The Royal
Gwent Hospital’s (RGH) Respiratory Team, the programme is being delivered by the Geraint Thomas National Velodrome of Wales – a venue operated by Newport Live, the trust responsible for facilities on behalf of the council.

Celtic NHS News
NHS Wales are piloting video consultation services for dentistry, optometry and community pharmacies who have all
experienced an increase in demand for additional services, including people seeking advice for common ailments.
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Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – is paying its former CEO Gary Doherty while he works on secondment
in England as director of integration at Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. His secondment is due
to end in January 2021 by which time the health board will have paid him at least £188,000, if the rate remains the
same. At the same time the health board will also be paying Mr Doherty’s interim replacement, Deputy Welsh NHS
Chief Executive Simon Dean.

Western Health and Social Care Trust – a multimil-

Betsi Cadwaladr Health Board – under the new ser-

lion-pound funding package needed to open a medical

vice model for vascular patients, improved co-ordination

school in Londonderry has now been agreed by the

between teams at North Wales’ three main hospitals has

Northern Ireland Executive. The Executive has allocated

reduced the number of people waiting for arteriovenous

ringfenced funding for the school at Ulster University’s

fistula surgery.

Magee campus. It has allocated £26m capital funding
and £9m per year to annual running costs. The only

Highland Council’s health, social care and wellbe-

medical school in Northern Ireland at present is at

ing committee has approved significant changes to its

Queen’s University in Belfast.

partnership and governance arrangements with NHS
Highland. The council and health board work together

UK Research and Innovation and Cancer Research

to oversee children’s services and adult care services

UK – Six projects that combine data from blood tests,

in the region. Currently the council delivers integrated

tissue analysis, imaging techniques, genetic profiles and

children’s services but also pays the health board around

medical history, will share a £13m grant from UKRI’s

£100m for adult social care. They have now agreed

industrial strategy challenge fund. The projects, which

to establish a new project board and team to identify

focus on cancer, liver and bowel health, will use AI to

and deliver efficiencies and improved outcomes in care

bring together and better interpret data from multiple

homes; care at home; and learning disability across both

sources, leading to improved diagnoses, more precise

adult care and integrated children’s services. Officers

treatments and fewer deaths and other health problems

from Highland Council and NHS Highland will be ap-

among affected people. They involve partners across the

pointed to the team.

UK, including Northern Ireland and Scotland.

NHS Highland has confirmed that two robots will join the pharmacy team at Raigmore Hospital in a state-of-the-art
transformation ‘to create a more efficient, patient-focused service’. The board plans to implement the new automated
system into its pharmacy department at the hospital early next year, having already completed the planning stages of
the project. It will include a robotic stock management system and a second dispensary robot. The robots are capable
of accurately dispensing and managing large quantities of medicine supplies, giving pharmacy teams more time to
work with patients.
HQIP – the Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) clinical audit is a continuous audit which captures the
process and clinical outcomes of treatment in patients admitted to hospital in England, Scotland and Wales with
COPD exacerbations. This report, which is the third report following the launch of continuous data collection, presents
data describing the cohort of patients discharged between 1 October 2018 and 30 September 2019.
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Northern Ireland – Department of health – the Health Minister, Robin Swann, has published a plan for rebuilding
the health service over the next three months, which also reveals more about the impact coronavirus is having on the
service and its staff. The plan sets out to rebuild the services which have been put on hold or reduced to deal with the
impact of COVID-19 in Northern Ireland. The Department is working on the assumption that it will be able to carry
out the plan providing there is no second surge of the virus before the end of September. It does flag concerns about
the supply of a particular kind of PPE mask for health workers, used in intensive care units, stating that ‘supply is currently uncertain beyond the end of August’. The document also highlights the impact of coronavirus on health workers themselves. Between 10-15% of health staff off work due to illness or shielding, which is double the absent level
before COVID-19. It confirms that just under 2,500 health care workers across all the trusts here are shielding.
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board chief Mark Polin revealed in a circular that £60m has been earmarked
for the region’s three ‘temporary COVID-19) Rainbow Hospitals in Bangor, Llandudno and Deeside, including
£23.6m to build, equip and set up.
NHS Lanarkshire have apologised after it was revealed more than 400 data breaches were recorded by the health
board in less than three months.
Wales moves to ban smoking outside pubs, cafes and restaurants. Health Minister Vaughan Gething says he wants to
extend the current smoking ban into some outdoor areas.
NHS Scotland – a date announced for resumption of breast cancer screening in Scotland which will resume from
August 3.
NHS Wales – Health Boards. Audit Wales, the independent audit body for the devolved institutions in Wales,
has reported that four of the seven health boards in Wales have failed to meet their financial duty to break even over
a three-year period. According to 2019-20 financial statements published in July, there was a £650m increase in
revenue spending on health over the period to 2019-20, with the three-year cumulative overspend across the NHS
reducing from £411m to £352m.
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Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – could still be liable for £45m in accrued deficits, despite having all its
bail-out loans written off by Welsh Government. The previous announcement from Health Minister Vaughan Gething meant £470m of loans made to health boards, including £149.7m given to Betsi Cadwaladr University Health
Board, were erased from the books. The cash loaned to Betsi was to help meet its historic obligations going back over a
number of years. However, it still leaves £45m that will need to be repaid if it fails to break even in the next three-year
accounting period up to the financial year ending 2022-2023.

NHS Tayside and Angus, Dundee and Perth and Kin-

NHS Lothian staff working in a number of Children’s

ross Health and Social Care Partnership – Health-

Outpatient services at the Royal Hospital for Sick Chil-

care Improvement Scotland (HIS) published a review on

dren have been busy packing, ahead of the move of the

the adult community services across the health board

first children’s clinical services to the new facilities at the

and its three partnership areas of Perth and Kinross,

Royal Hospital for Children and Young People. This move

Dundee and Angus. It highlighted a number of areas of

is being done in phases and already a number of admin-

concerns but pointed to resolving management issues as

istration teams have migrated and settled into their new

a priority.

environment.

The Edinburgh Integration Joint Board (EIJB) – a

NHS Scotland – the Health Secretary, Jeane Freeman

council and NHS partnership that manages health ser-

announced a £7.8 million investment in endoscopies to

vices in the city are proposing more than £15 million of

clear the backlog. More testing will be carried out at the

cuts to health and social care services.

NHS Golden Jubilee Hospital in Clydebank, at mobile
units and within the private sector.

Celtic nations - NHS Appointments/
resignations/retirements
NHS Shetland – Kirsty Brightwell has commenced her role as medical Director with NHS Shetland. For the past 12
years, Dr Brightwell had been working as a GP in the Western Isles, including a recent spell as associate medical director for the local health board.
Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board – has appointed Paul Mears as CEO who starts on the 14th
September. He has previously been CEO of Yeovil District Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, the Chief Operating Officer
at Torbay Hospital and Director of Operations of Torbay Care Trust (an integrated community health and social care
organisation). More recently Paul has been working in healthcare consultancy advising clients in health technology
and infrastructure as well as the NHS.
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Swansea Bay University Health Board’s Chief Executive Tracy Myhill will retire at the end of December this year.
NHS Lothian have appointed a new Chief Executive – Calum Campbell who had only been in interim charge for a
month before his appointment as chief executive was announced.

Celtic Health Technology and
Information update
NHS Highland – a test project using powerful drones to fly urgent medical samples from isolated Scottish islands
is being expanded this winter after successful recent trials. The tests will involve flying blood and fluid samples from
Hebridean islands such as Coll and Tiree to hospital labs on the mainland in a fraction of the time needed to take them
by road and ferry. After a week’s test run from a hospital in Oban to the island of Mull in the spring, the London-based
firm Skyports and NHS Highland will test them during the winter to see how well they cope with much tougher flying
conditions. The longer trial, funded by the UK Space Agency, will allow NHS Highland to confirm whether drones can
be permanently integrated into its transport of emergency supplies and test samples, and could eventually be used
throughout Scotland’s islands.

Why does this all matter?
What is clear during the COVID-19 outbreak is that

And health professionals need help and support on under-

many patients can manage themselves given the right

taking telephone triage so again can industry help more

information and support.

here?

Can the industry be helpful in this by developing mate-

Managing the demand into the NHS will be key over the

rials that patients can use to keep themselves looking

coming months given the backlog that has built up – will

after themselves?

your products be able to assist here in keeping people out
of the NHS services?
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URCE Update
• Well the URCE has been working on a business case which was presented to NHSE so we now have confir
mation of funding and hoping to secure some more for some pilot areas.
• Mentoring of CEOs of CCGs and Councils who have been so frustrated in not being able to share data on
COVID-19 and Test and Trace but which has now finally been sorted
• Continued working with a diagnostic supplier as key scopes are vital to get surgery started again but finding
locations that have laminar flow is key. Direct approach to one of the NHS Regional Directors is planned
given the Government only seem to want to place elective work with the large independent providers

Happy selling colleagues – and please take care
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